
Title 34 DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 

Subtitle 04 HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL PROGRAMS 

Chapter 06 Transfer of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects 

Authority: State Finance and Procurement, §§5A-318(b)(1) and 5A-339(d), 
Annotated Code of Maryland 

34.04.06.01 General. 

These regulations govern implementation by the Maryland Historical Trust of Ch. 645, 
Acts of 1992, known as the Transfer of Human Remains Held by the Maryland Historical 
Trust Act and codified as State Finance and Procurement Article, §5A-339, Annotated 
Code of Maryland. The Act permits the Maryland Historical Trust to permanently transfer 
human remains and associated funerary objects in its possession, custody, or control to 
descendants and culturally affiliated groups. The Act also permits the Trust to temporarily 
transfer human remains and associated funerary objects to certain qualifying 
organizations or institutions for purposes of study. To the extent reasonably possible 
based on information known to the Trust, these regulations assure that transfers of human 
remains and associated funerary objects by the Trust, when permitted by the Act, occur 
with notice to and advice and input from lineal descendants, culturally affiliated groups, 
and other interested entities. 

 

34.04.06.02 Definitions. 

A. In this chapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated. 

B. Terms Defined. 

(1) “Advisory Committee on Archeology” means the Advisory Committee on 
Archeology established by State Finance and Procurement Article, §5A-336, 
Annotated Code of Maryland. 

(2) “Associated funerary object” or “object” means: 

(a) An item of human manufacture or use that is intentionally placed with human 
remains: 

(i) In a burial site at the time of interment; or 

(ii) After interment as a part of a death ceremony of a culture, religion, or 
group; or 

(b) A gravestone, monument, tomb, or other structure in or directly associated with 
a burial site. 



2 Current Through May 23, 2023 
 

(3) “Burial Committee” means a Burial Sites and Objects Review Committee 
appointed in accordance with Regulation .04 of this chapter. 

(4) “Commission on Indian Affairs” means the Commission on Indian Affairs 
established by State Government Article, §9.5-302, Annotated Code of Maryland. 

(5) Cultural Affiliation. 

(a) “Cultural affiliation” means a relationship of shared group identity or culture 
that can reasonably be traced historically or prehistorically between a present-day 
community and an identifiable earlier community. 

(b) For a Native American tribe, “cultural affiliation” includes a shared group 
identity that can be traced between a present-day Native American tribe and an 
earlier Native American group, such as by establishing that the tribe has been 
identified from historic or prehistoric times to the present as descending from 
members of the earlier Native American group, if the earlier Native American 
group: 

(i) Was a population biologically distinct from other contemporaneous Native 
American groups; or 

(ii) Is identified in the archeological record by distinct patterns of material 
culture manufacture and distribution methods. 

(6) “Director” means the Director of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

(7) “Ethnic associated funerary object” means an associated funerary object that is 
identified in the inventory as being associated with a community that is represented 
by an ethnic commission. 

(8) “Ethnic commission” means: 

(a) The Commission on Indian Affairs; 

(b) The Governor’s Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs reestablished 
by Executive Order 01.01.2007.19; 

(c) The Governor’s Commission on Hispanic Affairs reestablished by Executive 
Order 01.01.2007.21; 

(d) The Governor’s Commission on Middle Eastern American Affairs established 
by Executive Order 01.01.2007.22; 

(e) The Governor’s Commission on South Asian American Affairs established by 
Executive Order 01.01.2012.17; or 

(f) The Commission on African American History and Culture established by State 
Government Article, §9.5-402, Annotated Code of Maryland. 
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(9) “Ethnic remains” means human remains that are identified in the inventory as 
being associated with a community that is represented by an ethnic commission. 

(10) “Human remains” or “remains” means any part of the body of a deceased human 
being in any state of decomposition. 

(11) “Inventory” means the inventory of human remains and associated funerary 
objects completed and maintained by the Trust in accordance with Regulation .05 of 
this chapter. 

(12) Lineal Descendant. 

(a) “Lineal descendant” means a person who, with respect to another person, is in 
a direct line of ancestry to that other person such as a child, grandchild, great-
grandchild, and on forever. 

(b) For a Native American individual, “lineal descendant” includes a person who 
can be traced to another by means of the traditional kinship system used by the 
Native American tribe of which the person is a member. 

(13) “Maryland Historical Trust” or the “Trust” means the Maryland Historical Trust 
established by State Finance and Procurement Article, §5A-310, Annotated Code of 
Maryland. 

(14) “Native American” means of, or relating to, a tribe, band, clan, group, people, or 
culture indigenous to the United States of America. 

(15) “Native American tribe” means a tribe, band, clan, or group of Native Americans 
which: 

(a) Meets the requirements for recognition as an Indian tribe under the provisions 
of the federal Native American Grave Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. 
§§3001-3013; 

(b) Has obtained recognition of Maryland Indian status in accordance with State 
Government Article, §9.5-309, Annotated Code of Maryland; or 

(c) Has been granted recognition of Native American or Indian status by another 
state of the United States. 

(16) “Requester” means a person, group, museum, institution, or organization that 
requests the transfer of human remains or an associated funerary object under 
Regulation .07 or .09 of this chapter. 

(17) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Planning. 
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34.04.06.03 Repose of Human Remains in the Possession, Custody, or Control of the 
Trust. 

A. Human remains in the possession, custody, or control of the Trust shall be placed in an 
appropriate place of repose. 

B. A location is an appropriate place of repose if it is dedicated solely for disposition of 
human remains and assures that: 

(1) The remains are not in open view of the general public; 

(2) The remains are kept above or below ground, as appropriate, in conditions 
conducive to long-term preservation; 

(3) The remains of specific individuals or groups of remains are not intermixed with 
remains unrelated by ethnicity, descent, or place of recovery; 

(4) The remains of specific individuals or groups of related remains can be removed 
for purposes of: 

(a) Transfer under Regulation .07 of this chapter to a lineal descendant or a group 
with a cultural affiliation; or 

(b) Study under Regulation .09 or .10 of this chapter; and 

(5) Members of the public do not have access to the remains except as may be 
permitted by staff of the Trust. 

C. For Native American human remains, the Secretary may consult with the Commission 
on Indian Affairs to determine an appropriate place of repose. 

 

34.04.06.04 Burial Sites and Objects Review Committee. 

A. The Secretary shall appoint a Burial Sites and Objects Review Committee on an ad 
hoc basis as may be required under this chapter to conduct reviews or provide comment. 

B. Membership. 

(1) For a matter that requires review by a Burial Committee and concerns ethnic 
remains or an ethnic associated funerary object, the Burial Committee shall consist of: 

(a) One member from nominations submitted to the Secretary by the Advisory 
Committee on Archeology; 

(b) One member from staff of the Trust appointed by the Director; 

(c) The Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Community Initiative or 
the Executive Director’s appointee; and 
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(d) Two members from nominations submitted to the Secretary by the ethnic 
commission that represents the community with which the item is associated. 

(2) For a matter that requires review by a Burial Committee and concerns other than 
ethnic remains or an ethnic associated funerary object, the Burial Committee shall 
consist of: 

(a) One member from nominations submitted to the Secretary by the Advisory 
Committee on Archeology; 

(b) One member from the staff of the Trust appointed by the Director; and 

(c) The Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Community Initiative or 
the Executive Director’s appointee. 

C. The Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Community Initiative or the 
Executive Director’s appointee shall serve as chair of a Burial Committee appointed in 
accordance with this regulation. 

D. A member of a Burial Committee shall serve without compensation but is entitled to 
reimbursement for expenses as permitted by law. 

 

34.04.06.05 Inventory of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects. 

A. The Trust shall prepare and maintain an inventory of all human remains and associated 
funerary objects in its possession, custody, or control. 

B. Contents of the Inventory. The inventory shall include: 

(1) For human remains: 

(a) A description of whether the remains are of a complete or partial skeleton, bone 
fragments, or a cremation; and 

(b) Information sufficient to identify the remains by individual or by skeletal types 
or elements when the remains cannot be identified by individual; 

(2) For an associated funerary object: 

(a) A description of the object; and 

(b) The identity of the human remains with which the object was interred or found, 
if known; 

(3) The location, if known, where the remains or object were disinterred or found; 

(4) To the extent determinable to a reasonable degree of certainty: 

(a) The identities of any lineal descendants; 
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(b) The identities of any groups that have a cultural affiliation with the remains or 
object; 

(c) The ethnicity of the remains or of the individual with whom an object is 
associated; and 

(d) A summary of the evidence used to make these determinations; and 

(5) If obtained by or known to the Trust: 

(a) The name of the site from which the Trust obtained possession, custody, or 
control of the item; 

(b) The date that the Trust obtained possession, custody, or control of the item; 

(c) Information concerning the circumstances under which the Trust obtained 
possession, custody, or control of the item, including any information that 
identifies from whom the Trust acquired the item; and 

(d) The identity or identities of any study, report, or other documentation related to 
the item. 

C. Distribution of Inventory. 

(1) Promptly after adding an item of human remains or an associated funerary object 
to the inventory, the Trust shall as may be practicable send a copy of the inventory for 
that item to: 

(a) Any person identified in the inventory as a lineal descendant; 

(b) Any group identified in the inventory as having a cultural affiliation; 

(c) If the item is Native American remains or has a cultural affiliation to a Native 
American tribe, the Commission on Indian Affairs; 

(d) If the item is remains of or has a cultural affiliation to an ethnic group for 
which there is an ethnic commission, the relevant ethnic commission; and 

(e) Any other person or group that the Trust determines may be likely to assist 
with identifying lineal descendants or groups with a cultural affiliation. 

(2) To each person, group, or commission that the Trust sends a copy of an inventory 
pursuant to this section, the Trust shall send with the copy information on the Trust’s 
procedures for persons or groups to: 

(a) Request transfer of human remains or associated funerary objects; and 

(b) Obtain copies of any documents maintained by the Trust that are identified in 
the inventory. 
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D. Requests for Inventory and Documentation. The Trust shall consider any request for 
copies of the inventory or of documents identified in the inventory in accordance with the 
provisions of the Maryland Public Information Act, General Provisions Article, Title 4, 
Annotated Code of Maryland. 

E. The Trust shall post on its website a copy of the inventory for all human remains and 
associated funerary objects that are in the Trust’s possession, custody, or control. 

 

34.04.06.06 Petition to Identify Lineal Descendant or Cultural Affiliation. 

A. Petition to Identify Lineal Descendant. 

(1) A person not identified in the inventory as a lineal descendant of listed human 
remains or an associated funerary object may submit to the Trust a petition to be 
identified in the inventory as a lineal descendant. 

(2) A petition submitted pursuant to this section shall include documentation or other 
evidence that establishes, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the petitioner is a 
lineal descendant of the remains or object. 

B. Petition to Identify Cultural Affiliation. 

(1) A group not identified in the inventory as having a cultural affiliation with listed 
human remains or an associated funerary object may submit to the Trust a petition to 
be identified in the inventory as a culturally affiliated group. 

(2) A petition submitted pursuant to this section shall include documentation or other 
evidence that establishes, by a preponderance of the evidence, that: 

(a) The petitioner has a cultural affiliation with the remains or object; and 

(b) If the petitioner is a Native American tribe: 

(i) The deceased individual was a member of a Native American tribe or group; 
and 

(ii) The petitioner has a cultural affiliation with the Native American tribe or 
group of which the deceased individual was a member. 

(3) The documentation or evidence required by this section may include historical, 
geographical, kinship, biological, archeological, anthropological, or linguistic 
information, folklore, oral history, tradition, or other relevant information or expert 
opinion. 

C. Review of Petition. 

(1) For a petition submitted under §A of this regulation, the Director shall within 90 
days of the Trust’s receipt of the petition: 
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(a) Review the petition; 

(b) Determine whether to grant or deny the petition; and 

(c) Send written notice to the petitioner of the Director’s determination. 

(2) For a petition submitted under §B of this regulation, the Director shall: 

(a) If the petition is from a group that claims a cultural affiliation based on an 
ethnicity for which there is an ethnic commission, send to the relevant ethnic 
commission: 

(i) A copy of the petition; and 

(ii) A request that, within 60 days of the Director sending the copy, the 
commission provide to the Director the commission’s comments, if any, on the 
petition; and 

(b) Within 120 days of the Trust’s receipt of the petition: 

(i) Review the petition and any comments received by the Director from an 
ethnic commission; 

(ii) Determine whether to grant or deny the petition; and 

(iii) Send written notice to the petitioner of the Director’s determination. 

D. After the Director makes a determination on a petition under §C of this regulation, the 
Trust shall: 

(1) Promptly return to the petitioner any original documents and personal 
memorabilia submitted by the petitioner; and 

(2) Retain a copy of all original documents and an inventory of all personal 
memorabilia submitted with the petition. 

E. A determination of the Director made under §§C of this regulation shall be final and is 
not a contested case within the meaning of State Government Article, Title 10, Subtitle 2, 
Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 

34.04.06.07 Requests for Transfer of Human Remains and Associated Funerary 
Objects to Lineal Descendants or Culturally Affiliated Groups. 

A. In all instances where this regulation requires the Trust to send notice of a request to a 
person or group, the requirement only applies if through the exercise of due diligence the 
Trust is able to locate the person or group. 
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B. Requests for Transfer. A person or group may request that the Trust transfer to the 
requester human remains or an associated funerary object identified in the inventory by 
sending a written request to the Trust that includes: 

(1) The identity of the remains or object as stated in the inventory; 

(2) If the request is made by a person as a lineal descendant, information sufficient for 
the Trust to verify that the requester is a person identified as a lineal descendant in the 
inventory for the remains or object; 

(3) If the request is made by or on behalf of a group that claims a cultural affiliation, 
information sufficient for the Trust to verify that the group for which the request is 
made is a group identified in the inventory as having a cultural affiliation to the 
remains or object; 

(4) If the requester is a person not listed in the inventory for the remains or object as a 
lineal descendant, a petition filed in accordance with Regulation .06 of this chapter to 
identify the person in the inventory as a lineal descendant; and 

(5) If the requester is a group not identified in the inventory as a group with a cultural 
affiliation to the remains or object, a petition filed in accordance with Regulation .06 
of this chapter to identify the group in the inventory as a group with a cultural 
affiliation. 

C. Review of Requests Not Made by a Lineal Descendant or Group with a Cultural 
Affiliation.If the requester is not a lineal descendant or a group with a cultural affiliation, 
the Director shall: 

(1) Deny the request; and 

(2) Send written notice of the denial to the requester within 30 days of the Trust’s 
receipt of the request. 

D. Review of Requests Made by a Lineal Descendant or Group with a Cultural Affiliation 
for Other than Ethnic Remains or Ethnic Associated Funerary Objects. Subject to §G of 
this regulation, for a request for transfer of an item that is other than ethnic remains or an 
ethnic associated funerary object, the Director shall: 

(1) If the requester is a lineal descendant: 

(a) Approve the request; and 

(b) Send written notice of the approval to the requester within 30 days of the 
Trust’s receipt of the request; or 

(2) If the requester is a group with a cultural affiliation: 

(a) Within 15 days of receipt of the request, send to each lineal descendent and any 
other group with a cultural affiliation as identified in the inventory: 
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(i) A copy of the request; and 

(ii) Notice that the request may be approved and the item transferred in 
accordance with the request if the recipient of the notice does not send to the 
Trust within 45 days of the date of the notice the recipient’s written comments 
on the request or the recipient’s request for transfer of the item to the recipient; 

(b) Consider any comments or requests made pursuant to this subsection; 

(c) Approve the request if: 

(i) No objection is made under this subsection by a lineal descendant; and 

(ii) The Director determines that the transfer is appropriate; 

(d) Deny the request if an objection is made under this subsection by a lineal 
descendant; and 

(e) Send written notice of the approval or denial to the requester within 90 days of 
the Trust’s receipt of the request. 

E. Review of Requests from a Lineal Descendant or Group with a Cultural Affiliation for 
Ethnic Remains or Ethnic Associated Funerary Objects. Subject to §G of this regulation, 
for a request from a lineal descendant or group with a cultural affiliation for transfer of an 
item that is ethnic remains or an ethnic associated funerary object, the Director shall: 

(1) Within 15 days of receipt of the request, send a copy of the request to: 

(a) Each lineal descendent identified in the inventory for the item requested; 

(b) Each group with a cultural affiliation identified in the inventory for the item 
requested; and 

(c) The ethnic commission that represents the community with which the item is 
associated; 

(2) With each copy of a request sent pursuant to this section, include notice that: 

(a) The recipient may within 45 days of the date of the notice provide to the Trust 
written comment on the request; and 

(b) The request may be approved and the item transferred in accordance with the 
request if the recipient does not send to the Trust within 45 days of the date of the 
notice a written: 

(i) Objection to the request; or 

(ii) Request for transfer of the item to the recipient; 

(3) Consider any comments or requests made pursuant to this section; 

(4) If the requester is a lineal descendant, approve the request; 
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(5) If the requester is a group with a cultural affiliation: 

(a) Approve the request if: 

(i) No objection is made under this section by a lineal descendant; and 

(ii) The Director determines that the transfer is appropriate; or 

(b) Deny the request if an objection is made under this section by a lineal 
descendant; and 

(6) Send written notice of the approval or denial to the requester within 90 days of the 
Trust’s receipt of the request. 

F. Subject to §G of this regulation and applicable federal law, the Trust shall promptly 
transfer human remains or associated funerary objects that the Director has approved for 
transfer. 

G. Competing Approvable Requests. 

(1) If, before the Trust transfers remains or an object in accordance with this 
regulation, the Trust receives more than one approvable request under this regulation 
for transfer of the remains or object, the competing approvable requests shall be 
resolved in accordance with this section. 

(2) If the competing approvable requests include one request from a lineal descendent 
and one or more requests from a group with a cultural affiliation, the request of the 
lineal descendant shall be approved and any request from a group shall be denied. 

(3) If the competing approvable requests include two or more from a lineal 
descendent or two or more from a group with a cultural affiliation: 

(a) The Director shall make a request to the requesters that they: 

(i) Attempt to come to a mutual agreement on the transfer; and 

(ii) Inform the Director within 60 days of the date of the Director’s request of 
any agreement reached between the requesters; or 

(b) If the requesters are unable to reach an agreement, the Trust shall refer the 
competing requests to a Burial Committee appointed in accordance with 
Regulation .04 of this chapter, which shall: 

(i) Review the requests; and 

(ii) Make a recommendation on the requests to the Secretary. 

(4) For competing approval requests referred to a Burial Committee the under this 
section, the Secretary shall: 

(a) Review the requests and the Burial Committee’s recommendation; and 
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(b) Make a determination on each request. 

(5) A determination of the Secretary made under this section shall be final and is not a 
contested case within the meaning of State Government Article, Title 10, Subtitle 2, 
Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 

34.04.06.08 Reconsideration of Denial of Request for Transfer. 

A. Within 30 days of the date of notice from the Director under Regulation .07 of this 
chapter that a request for transfer of human remains or associated funerary objects has 
been denied, the requester may petition the Secretary in writing to submit the Director’s 
determination to a Burial Committee for its consideration. 

B. Promptly after receipt of a petition made under §A of this regulation, the Secretary 
shall: 

(1) Appoint a Burial Committee in accordance with Regulation .04 of this chapter; 
and 

(2) Refer the petition to the Burial Committee. 

C. For a petition for reconsideration referred to it under §B of this regulation, the Burial 
Committee: 

(1) Shall review the request for transfer and the Director’s determination; 

(2) May consider evidence relevant to the request for transfer that was not considered 
by the Director during the Director’s review; and 

(3) Shall within 90 days of the date of referral: 

(a) Determine whether the claimant is a lineal descendant or a group with a 
cultural affiliation as established under Regulation .06 or .07 of this chapter; 

(b) Send a written recommendation to the Secretary concerning approval or denial 
of the request for transfer; and 

(c) Provide to the Trust a copy of the recommendation. 

D. Following receipt of the Burial Committee’s recommendation on a petition for 
reconsideration, the Secretary shall: 

(1) Consider the: 

(a) Request for transfer; 

(b) Director’s determination; 

(c) Burial Committee’s recommendation; and 
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(d) Standards for approving a request for transfer as established in Regulation .07 
of the chapter; 

(2) Grant or deny the petition; and 

(3) Send written notice to the petitioner of the Secretary’s decision. 

E. A decision of the Secretary made under this regulation shall be final and is not a 
contested case within the meaning of State Government Article, Title 10, Subtitle 2, 
Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 

34.04.06.09 Transfer of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects for 
Study. 

A. In all instances where this regulation requires the Trust to send notice of a request to a 
person or group, the requirement only applies if through the exercise of due diligence the 
Trust is able to locate the person or group. 

B. Requests for Transfer. 

(1) The Trust may upon written request transfer for study human remains or an 
associated funerary object identified in the inventory to a museum, institution of 
higher education, or scientific or historical institution or organization. 

(2) A request under this section shall include: 

(a) The identity of the remains or object as stated in the inventory; 

(b) Information sufficient to assess the reputation of the museum, institution, or 
organization; 

(c) A detailed description of the proposed study, including methodologies and 
techniques, research questions, and predicted results; 

(d) An explanation of how the study is an essential part of a scientific research 
project; 

(e) A plan and timetable not to exceed 1 year for completion of the study and 
return of the item to the Trust; 

(f) The professional qualifications of the principal personnel who will conduct the 
study; 

(g) A plan that identifies the location and method of securely storing, safeguarding, 
and caring for the item during the study; and 

(h) A description of benefits of the study to the citizens of Maryland. 
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C. Requests for Items Culturally Affiliated with a Native American Tribe. The Trust shall 
deny a request made under §B of this regulation if the request is for the transfer of 
remains or an object that has a Native American cultural affiliation. 

D. Requests for Items that Do Not Have a Native American Cultural Affiliation. Within 
15 days of its receipt of a request made under §B of this regulation for transfer of remains 
or an object that does not have a Native American cultural affiliation, the Trust shall: 

(1) Send a copy of the request to: 

(a) Each lineal descendant identified in the inventory for the item requested; 

(b) Each group with a cultural affiliation identified in the inventory for the item 
requested; 

(c) The Advisory Committee on Archeology; and 

(d) The ethnic commission that represents the community with which the item is 
associated, if any; and 

(2) Include with the copy instructions that the recipient of the copy may within 45 
days submit in writing to the Trust a response that may include: 

(a) Comments on the request; and 

(b) A statement as to whether the recipient approves or disapproves of the request. 

E. The Director may approve a request made under §B of this regulation for the transfer 
of other than Native American human remains or associated funerary objects if: 

(1) Subject to §F of this regulation, no person or group who receives notice under §D 
of this regulation informs the Trust in accordance with §D of this regulation that the 
person or group disapproves of the request; 

(2) The Advisory Committee on Archeology and any ethnic commission has had an 
opportunity to review and comment on the request as provided under §D of this 
regulation; 

(3) As proposed in the request, the requester will complete the study and return the 
item to the Trust within 1 year of the date of transfer; and 

(4) The Director finds that the: 

(a) Requester is a reputable museum, institution, or organization; 

(b) Proposed study is an essential part of a scientific research project; 

(c) Results of the study will be of benefit to the citizens of Maryland; and 

(d) Requester’s plan for storing, safeguarding, and caring for the item during the 
study is appropriate. 
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F. Disputes. 

(1) The Trust shall follow the procedures set forth in §F(2) of this regulation if the 
Trust receives responses under §D of this regulation from: 

(a) Multiple lineal descendants and there is a disagreement within the responses as 
to whether the request for transfer should be approved; or 

(b) Multiple groups with a cultural affiliation, and no lineal descendant, and there 
is a disagreement within the responses as to whether the request for transfer should 
be approved. 

(2) In the event of a dispute that falls within §F(1) of this regulation: 

(a) The Director shall make a request to the persons or groups that disagree on the 
request that they: 

(i) Attempt to come to a mutual agreement on the request; and 

(ii) Inform the Director within 60 days of the date of the Director’s request of 
any agreement reached between the persons or groups; and 

(b) If no agreement is reached under §F(2)(a) of this regulation, the Trust shall 
submit the request for transfer and all response received under §D of this 
regulation to a Burial Committee appointed in accordance with Regulation .04 of 
this chapter, which shall: 

(i) Review the request and responses; and 

(ii) Make a recommendation on the request to the Secretary. 

(3) For a dispute referred to a Burial Committee under this section, the Secretary 
shall: 

(a) Review the request, the responses, and the Burial Committee’s 
recommendation; and 

(b) Make a determination on the request. 

G. Within 150 days of receipt of a request made under §B of this regulation or as soon as 
practicable if disputes are resolved or reviewed under §F of this regulation: 

(1) The Director, or the Secretary as may be applicable under §F of this regulation, 
shall approve or deny the request; and 

(2) The Trust shall send written notice of the approval or denial to: 

(a) The entity that made the request; and 

(b) All persons, groups, or entities who were sent a copy of the request under §D 
of this regulation. 
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H. The Director may, for reasons determined appropriate by the Director, place 
conditions on a transfer made under this regulation, including to address comments 
received from the Advisory Committee on Archeology or an ethnic commission. 

I. A transferee of human remains or an associated funerary object under this regulation 
shall return the remains or object to the Trust within 1 year of the date of transfer unless: 

(1) The transferee submits to the Trust prior to the 1-year deadline an application for 
extension that includes: 

(a) A report that summarizes work completed on the project, including information 
on any preliminary results and tasks accomplished; 

(b) An explanation of the reasons for why the extension is needed; 

(c) A revised plan and timetable for completion of the study; and 

(d) For a study that involves remains or objects for which a lineal descendant has 
been identified, a statement of approval of the extension from the lineal 
descendant; and 

(2) The Director grants the extension, which: 

(a) Shall be based on a finding that the applicant for the extension has made a 
good faith effort to complete the study on time; and 

(b) May not exceed an additional year. 

J. A decision on a request for transfer made by either the Secretary or the Director under 
this regulation shall be final and is not a contested case within the meaning of State 
Government Article, Title 10, Subtitle 2, Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 

34.04.06.10 Study of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects by the 
Trust. 

A. The Trust may study remains or associated funerary objects in its possession, custody, 
or control as may be necessary to complete the inventory under Regulation .05 of this 
chapter or conduct a review under Regulation .06 of this chapter. 

B. The Trust may study remains or associated funerary objects in its possession, custody, 
or control for purposes other than those identified in §A of this regulation, if: 

(1) The Advisory Committee on Archeology and, for ethnic remains or an ethnic 
associated funerary object, the applicable ethnic commission has had an opportunity 
under procedures consistent with those in Regulation .09D of this chapter to review 
and comment on the proposed study; 
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(2) The Trust follows procedures consistent with those in Regulation .09D of this 
chapter for notifying and obtaining consent from lineal descendants or groups with a 
cultural affiliation; and 

(3) A Burial Committee appointed in accordance with Regulation .04 of this chapter: 

(a) Reviews the proposed study and any comments or input obtained under this 
section; and 

(b) Finds that: 

(i) The study is an essential part of a scientific research project; and 

(ii) Results of the study will be of benefit to the citizens of Maryland. 


