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Is property individually listed in 
National Register of Historic 
Places OR locally designated 

and determined eligible for the 
National Register? 

YES 

YES YES 

Is project LEED 
Gold certified? 

20% 

25% 

If no qualifying 
criteria are met, 
then property is 
not eligible for 

tax credit 

Is property located in National 
Register Historic District OR in a 

local historic district that is 
determined eligible for the 

National Register? 

Is the non-historic 
property located within a 
Main Street Maryland or 

Baltimore Main Street 
Community? 

 

Is the proposed work consistent 
with the Secretary of the 

Interior’s Standards?* 

No 
Credit 

NO 

Will the qualified rehabilitation 
expenses exceed the greater of 
the adjusted basis value of the 

property or $25,000? 

Does proposed work retain at least 
50% of existing external walls as 

external; 75% as internal or external; 
75% of internal framework? 

YES 

10% 

Will the qualified rehabilitation 
expenses exceed the greater of 50% of 

the adjusted basis or $25,000? 

This chart illustrates the most common paths a project may take under the Sustainable Communities 
Tax Credit Program.  The questions posed below are not necessarily in the exact order in which they 
might be encountered, but rather illustrate the factors that determine eligibility for the program. 

Does the property contribute to 
the significance of the historic 

district? 
YES 

Is property within a Main Street 
Maryland community or Baltimore 

City Main Street district? 

Is the proposed exterior work 
compatible with the Secretary of 

the Interior’s Standards?* 

No 
Credit 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

YES 

No 
Credit 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 
No 

Credit 

YES 
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*Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation 

YES 


