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Efton Hills 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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Klapthor, Margaret Brown and Paul Dennis Brown 
1958 The History of Charles County, Maryland. 

La Plata, Maryland: Charles County Tercentenary, Inc. 

TERCENTENARY YEAR 1958 127 

Charles Riddle, William F. Bowling, L. M. Southerland, 
and P. A. L. Contee. 

Not all the Charles County men served in this battery as 
we also find individuals like Basil Spalding who ran away 
from school and enlisted in the Confederate Cavalry in 1862 
when he was just a boy of 17. He served to the end of the 
War in Mosby's Raiders. After the war, Mr. Spalding lived 
at Green Park near Pomfret until his death in 1929. 

Perhaps the most famous of all Charles Countians to 
serve in the Confederate cause was Admiral Raphael 
Semmes. Semmes was born at Efton Hills near N anj emoY, 
in Charles County in 1790. He was appointed a midshiP­
man in the United States Navy 1826. While waiting for 
his orders, he studied law and was admitted to the bar. He 
was promoted to Lieutenant in 1837 and served with dis­
tinction in the Mexican War. In recognition of his services 
in the Mexican War, a resolution was passed by the General 
Assembly of Maryland that thanks and congratulations of 
the Legislature were tendered to him for his gallant con­
duct during the war with Mexico and they recommended 
him to the favorable consideration of the Executive of the 
National Government for promotion. 

In 1861, Semmes resigned from the United States Navy 
and immediately entered the Confederate Navy. He was 
put in command of the noted Confederate raider "The Ala­
bama" which, in a cruise of three years, did more damage 
to Union shipping than any single ship in the Confederate 
Navy. The "Alabama," most formidable of the Confederate 
Privateers, destroyed an estimated eight to ten million dol­
lars worth of United States property. 

After the War, Admiral Semmes settled in Mobile, Ala­
bama, where he practiced law and devoted himself to 
literary pursuits until his death in 1877. 

The feelings of the people in the County in regard to the 
Union side may be seen in their response to President Lin­
coln's call for volunteers. In 1862, there was one volunteer 
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