
.".L-L:..-073 
I ::_.-._3 01;-:JI~~c; LI~~:;:;: :~IL.c...S'I'o:;::; =·re. --- ( 152) 
Pratt, Earyland vicinity 
?u'olic/privo.te 

1766/1767 (area surveyed/Earked 
1.1i t!1 cairn) 

1767/1902 (cro'.;:::istone/+-irst set) 

~:ilestone lJo. ---(152) narks a point on :·:ason and. Dixon's '.fest :Wine 146 niles 

and 52 chains '' froD the Fost ;,:arked .:est in Lr. 3ryan' s Field;' or about 143.659 
;8~rtr_~nt~!.ti~~-~/l ~i~1fier of :-:ar:rland, the beginnins of their 230 .228-uile '.lest 

Line. ~he large cound of stones was erected around a wood post carked U on the 
• 1 OQ"' 

west side in 1767; and the original crown.stone of 1767 first setYa~/acreplacement 

of Liat:,::ost, lone since ;;one. As ':ii ti 2,11 orisinccl r.;onunents alon;; t~1e ·.:est :.....ine, 

the crownstone is an embellished oolitic lisestone ~o5t ~dth a lo~ )yra~idal top 
, . Thou~h.firclv ret a~d unaltered 

~as quarried ~~~ carved in ~nslan~. /i~ i~ in onI~ fair conGi~ion fr~m extre2e 

weathering, tdth only the Penn shield barely discernible, none of the Calvert shield 

recoGnizable, no fluting except for a bit on the west s~de reGaining, and the top 

)lanes nearly flat from the cementing of a U8C&GS triangulation st~tion disk into 

t:'.'.L:; ?.:"Je:·:. It no·.-r r::easures about 11.,.i inches square ::~.nd stanis about 2 feet above 

Lie top of tne mound, ·,.1hic:1 r:easures about 15 feet in ciic:u•leter by '"'bout 4 feet 
. . h . 
:iie; in the center &nd is in excellent condition • Cn the national and state levels, 

~Jo .. ---(152) is si5nificant pri:'.l~:rily s.s ar:rnnc:; tD.e 135 ori,:;inal I·iason anc. Dixon 

monuuents :rncl 42'.~ mounis in the t:1en2.tic series of sor:ie 248 i:ie.rkers still visually 

ciefinin.::; their 'Jest 1ine, the boundary later :C:no\·m as Lie i·:ason-Dixon l.iine, fr.mous 

for its hi.storic~tl inpac t e.nc. innovative survey r:iethods. Loc2.lly, as one of -::,7 

still ~efining t~e present Allesany/Fulton-3edford-5omerset county boundary, this 

crownstone and nound are also sit;nificant as a'-:On6 the ciiminishing nu:".frler of 
_ 1r~a.O.il:v:. , 

objects and structures with ~n iaen~1I1aole 

::!ivil ·;c;,r l1erita:;e of these counties. 

relationsiip to the colonial and 



Survey No . AL- IA- 073 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SEf ARATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

ntJ<;EOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one acre 

1ctUar..ir ~1·1.:;le n• .. ~e : Arter.w.s (Maryland- Pennsylvania- West Virginia) , USGS 7 . 5 minute 
series (topographic) , 1950 photorev . 1974, scale 1 : 24000 

UTM reference : zone 17 , easting 71480, northing 439975 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION N/A 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Allegany 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Alice ~- rtin (volunteer ,. ¥.ason and Dixon ' s \fest Line boundary marker surveyor) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryl: n:l ::i~torical Trust and Maryland Geological Survey 9/20/81 (site su1'veyed) 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

14308 I-:ount Avenue (301) :,72- 2128 
CITY OR TOWN 

Phoenix 
STATE . 

Maryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 110t 



II SIGNIFICANCE Sur vey No . AL- IA- 073 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

'llEHISTORIC -ARCHEOLUOY -PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

· '00·1499 -ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION - LAW _ SCIENCE 

_ 1500· 1599 -AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS - LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

- 1800-11199 --ARCHITECTURE _ EDUCATION _ MILITARY _ SOCIA L/HUMANITARIAN 

J(1700· 1799 -ART _ ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _ THEATER 

.X18001899 

.X1900· 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

-XfXPLORATIONI SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ l NDUSTRY J(.POUTICS1GOVERNMENT X.OTHER CSPECIFYI 

_I NVENTION bounuary surveying 

SPECIFIC DATES i~~~ ~ ~~~~!s~!n::0~~~lt ffillf~JUT.Eil Char1e5u~~BRHnd Jeremiah Dixon 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Iti.lestone No . --- (152) , an original crownstone of 1767 i n the center •of 

an original large mound of stones of 1767 , is significant on the national nnd 

St(lte . 135 ori~inal monuments ana 421~ mounds of tbe siries of . levels primarily as one of/ some G~~ marlters stii visua i y neiiru.ng 

Mason and Dixon ' s \Test Line , the 230 . 228- r.iile boundar y later known as the 

Mason- Dixon Line , famous for its historical impact and innovative survey 

methods . Preliminarily s urveyed in 1766, the site was niarked the following 
the su~v.ey uoint year by a wood post surrounded by a pile of stones , ~nalper~anently marked 

in 1902 by one of the orieinal monuments presumubly brou~ht from the excess 

stones left in the vicinity of Clear Spr ing, MD , during the 1900- 03 Resurvey 

of the ?laryland- Pennsyl vania boundary . Locally , as one of 37 markers 
ii::cluding only 

(,\ ~ original nonuments and 9 original mounds) along the present 

Allegany/Fulton-Bedford- Somerset county boundary , No . --- (152) is also 

significant as among the diminishing number of objects and structures with 

a readily identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage 

of these counties . 

HISTORY AND .SUPPORT (see Thematic Group Hational Register nomina tion form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



B DESCRIPTION Survey No . AL- IA- 073 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

K.excELLENT (; iounci) _DETERIORATED }LuNALTERED (man . ) X oRtGINAL sire ( uound) 
_GOOD _ RUINS 

LFAtR ( .• onument) _ UNEXPOSED 

LLTERED ( inound) _ MOVED DATE ~ 
X 11on . ""..i..1.ed 1902. l 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

iulestone No . --- (152) marks a point on ~tB.son and Dixon ' s lest Line 146 

miles .. i. l ~? cr.nin::.;''from the Post Marked West in Mr . Bryan ' s Field" or about 

;143 ·~~ith~?1-z~~~a~o~t~~st corner of Maryland , the beginninc; ot3~ti~t~7rfe~~ Line . 
. f 1?6? . ..::.e crownstoHe/is ' 'the most weste1·n of the old monuments now on the boundary" 

(11GS Vol . 7 , .1908 , p . 94) 1 and was added in 1902 to an original large mound of 

stones (part of a 1767 cairn erected by Mason and Dixon ) during the 1900- 03 

Resurvey of the Maryland- Pennsylvania boundary. The crownstone is in fair 

con~i~fgE?7uR~£¥~r~~~ ~Rah~~e~a.M~£iyb!r~g0~e2ei8g~sh~§gugggrg rgiin~0~9dth~s 
Resurvey in the vicinity of Clear Spring , HD . The mound is original, at a site 

preliminarily surveyed in 1766 and marked the follouing year ~uth a wood post , 

aH~r7ouRdp!1SYof stones oecuring it in place . Slightly rebuilt at the time of 
in order to ~et the crownstone ~ . 

the l«esurvey;, ii; now measures rougDdy 15 feet in diameter by about 4 feet high 

in the center . 

. 1narrow rid~e and . . The area here is the very remote summi~ 01 ~aggea Mountain (elevation 1642 

feet at the site) , densely forested , and with only oR~}>~~R!n . The site is wit.., 

Election District 3 of Allegany County , MD , and Southampton Township of Bedford 

County , PA ; about 2)' miles nor theast of the small scattered settlement of Pratt , 

MD ; about 1600 feet west of Elbinsville Road/T- 310; at a point about 360 feet 
f oll8\·i;inr: .the ridP:.e ld . . d 5 f h west of an old roa /.Lea'<ling to tbe o pipeline an about 1 eet sout of the 

old pipeline , in the north edge of the deciduous forest . It cannot be Reen from 

any road , nor easily from closeby , and seems protected by ~Rfg~~~~~t~Rgss . 

The crowns<;one , as with all original Mason and Dixon West Line monuments , 

is an oolitic limestone post with a low pyramidal top , quarried and carved i n 

England , and probably originally measured about 12 inches square by about 4 feet 

or more long , cut to stand about 3 feet high with the base left rough- cut for 

setting into the gr ound. When in good condition , the distinguishing embellish­

ments are the vertical flutincr with horizontally- fluted margins on all four sides 
and the stylized shields of the Penn family coat of arms on the north si~0fgcing 
Pennsylvania. a11d that of the Calverts on the south side facing Mary.land,/near 
the top . This monument is very badly weathered ; the~Penn shield is discernibl e 
but not the Calvert' s ; no flu ting or margins remain except for a bit of fluting 
on the west side ; the top planes are nearly gone , and a USC&GS triangulation 
station disk has been cemented into the apex (RAGGED 1941) ; and there are chips 
in all top corners ~nd along all edge~ . !Iowever : the mound remains in excel t 

c~·tt~~~ ts1fp~..> WiE.4ii~1Y!dfcYssARY (see Thematic Group NR nomination 
foro for : .ill descri . ti on:., o.:. orie;i:wl :.ason ~lnd Dixon monuments and mounds , and 
the 1900- 0j ttesurvey.method of resetting and/or rebuilding them) 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

Survey No . AL-IA- 073 

Magi No . 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME BOUNDARY UARKERS ALOHG THE MASON- DIXOU LIUE (THEMATIC GROUP) 

HISTORIC (Mason and Dixon ' s) \TEST LINE , (wood) Post and Pile of Stones 
~~~------~~~a~rki:.!:'~nLe.....:1~4~6:.....!!m~i~l~e~s~a~n~d::_.5~2~c~h~a~i=· ~n~s-=f~r~o~m~t~h~e~P~o~s~t!::-!~~!aa..wk~e~d~Wll.Jiii.e~s~t.....,,.j~n~-::~ ~ 

A NO/ OR coM11otON Mr . Bryan' s !'ield 
I:,,,SQ:L{- DIXQl; LINE : l!ILESTONE NO . --- (1900- 03 Resurvey 1' onument Ho . 152) 

llLOCA TION (not for publication) 

STREET& NUM BER off the west side of .c;lLinsville Road/T- 310 , Ragged Mountain summit 

CITY. 1'0WN 
Pratt .x 

VICI NIT't' OF 

STATE 
l'!aryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS N/A 
_ DISTRICT JLPUBLIC _ OCCUPIED 

- BUILOINGI SI _ PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_ STRUCTURE - BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
LOBJECT _ IN PROCESS X..YES RESTRICTED 

- BEING CONSIDERED 

X not applicable 
_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_ NO 

COUNTY 
11D : Allegany / PA : Bedford 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICU LTURE _ MUSEUM 

_ COMMERCIA L _PARK 

_ EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSP0'$f tR<t~ 

_ MILITARY bollii'dW marker 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY (monudMm
1t18 ; see Thematic Group NR nomination form) 

NAME State of 1.aryland / Commonwealth of Pennsylv<~nia 
Tel ephone t : 

STREET Iii NUM BER 

CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

ii LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION C see 
and .;urroundin~ .iJro:'erty ownership list) 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. 

STREET Iii NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

STATE , zip code 

Theme.tic .lrou1J NR nomina tion form 
L l.ber ' : • 
Fol io it : 

STATE 

"!!'REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (also see ThematictGrou-c NR) IMll nonu.na ion ~ orm 
TITLE 

Allegany County Historic Sites Inventory 

DATE 
~L-IA-073 entered 6/2/81 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

Maryland Historical Trust 

Annapolis 

-FEDERAL !srATE _ COUNTY -LOCAL 

STATE 
: .~.ryland 2J.401 
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