
AL-I-B-026 Swain Farmhouse 
Swain Rd. 
Bellegrove, Allegany Co. MD 
Not Eligible 

This two-story frame farmhouse faces Swain road to the east. The gable roofed dwelling 
includes a front porch and a small one-story addition at the rear. Concrete block chimneys appear 
at the south and north ends of the house. An exterior cellar entrance opens under the south end. 
The four bay long facade includes two central doors. Plain flat boards frame the 2/2 sash windows 
and aluminum siding covers the walls. The house stands on a stone foundation. 

A 1 1/2 story frame building northwest of the house may be a summer kitchen. This two 
bay square structure is also covered with aluminum siding and stands on a concrete covered 
foundation. Four small barns and sheds of wood frame construction are located west of the house. 
A member of the Swain family built the Swain Farmhouse in 1912. This house is a very simple 
example of its type. 

Although the site contains a fine collection of outbuildings modern additions and materials 
have compromised the integrity of the farmhouse. Due to changes in design, materials, and 
workmanship this house is recommended as not eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
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View of Swain Farmhouse (Al-1-26). 



Swain Farmhouse 
AL-1-8-026 
Swain Road 
near Be 11 egrove 
1912 

This farmhouse is located on Swain Road, which took its 
name from the owners of this property. A member of the Swain 
family, Amanda Swain, still owns this farm and farmhouse, 
She stated that the house was constructed in 1912. Like its 
neighboring house, Horn Farmhouse, this building is four bays 
wide with two front entrances, which is typical for a few houses 
in this particular eastern section .of Allegany County. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

~GOOD _RUINS 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

'i_uNALTERED 

_ALTERED 
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CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Swain Fannhouse is located on the western side of Swain Road near 
BelleGrove. 

This building is a two story, four bays wide rectangular frame 
structure with insulbrick siding. The house rests on stones on the 
corners with no water table. The gable flank roof is covered with 
ribbed tin. Eaves consist of a cornice with fascia. Two outside 
end chimneys are made of cinderblocks. 

Two entrances in the center of the southeastern facade have 
original doors and handware. Two over two light windows are nailed 
with wooden slipsills. A rear shed roofed porch on the northwest 
has been enclosed. A shed roofed porch on the southeast has four 
chamfered posts and plain railing. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

J(.AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_}(.ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Swain Farmhouse is in one of the farthest eastern areas 
of Allegany County, It is situated on Swain Road which took 
its name from the owners of the property. 

A merrber of the Swain family, Amanda Swain, still owns 

AL-1- 6-od-k 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

the farm and farmhouse. She stated that the house was constructed 
in 1912. (1) 

The house retains its original appearance and is a reminder 
of twentieth century fanning family living in an isolated section 
of Allegany County. 

(1) Interview with Amanda B. Swain, August 2, 1978 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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lr!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE oF NOMINATED PROPERTY 73 Acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 

Shara Goodwin, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Site Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

3 Pershing Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Cumberland 

DATE 

Apri 1 3, 1979 
TELEPHONE 

777-5944 
STATE 

Maryland 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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D':/ELLING SHAPE : (square , cross ~ rectangular) / ~/ 4.""1~ 

~IALL CONSTRUCTION : J~ ~ 

( "" FRAr-£: Bevel, clapboard, v1eatherboa:-d, wood shingles, board & batten (type?) 
( ) BRICK : Bond type - cc~non, English, rl0~ish . Sketch variants . 
( ) STONE : Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain , rusticated 

( ) LOG : .. A • I I ./l 
(.J) OTHER : Coveri ngs.JVWMl-{'.fAltr<. 

~ ' AL. FEATURES : Belt Course, Pilasters Othe_s 
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HARDWARE : original(J) replaced( ) 
FAN LIGHT, TRAi\SOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 

:3 Paneled, Verticle, Ho r izontal Boards / li1 JJ' 

~AP.GE, EAVES ' (crown~ ~ bed) _...4AL 
original (i() replaced( ) raf~- ,~±1'fions, dentils, ~architrave 
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Fl.DOR PLAN: "" 

( ) CENTRAL HALL : 
( ) SIDE HALL: 
( ) IRREGULAR 

STAIRWAYS: 

I ~1 T E R I 0 R 

T\·10 rooms, each side; double parlor, one side 
One room deep, two rooms deep 

( ) ENCLOSED : Single flight, two flights with landing 

/JL-I B 02-b 

( ) OPEN: Single flight, two flights - one landing, three flights - two landings 
( ) DOG-LEG 
( ) DOG-LEG with \'IINDERS 
( ) SPIRAL 
( ) ROUNDED 
( ) SYMMETRICAL DIVIDED FLIGHTS 

WALL FINISH: 

( ) PLASTER 
( ) PA~ELED: original; replaced 
( ) BOARD PARTITION: baseboard, cornice, chair rail, wainscot 

FIREPLACES: 

~UMBER --- -LOCATION: parallel to walls, diagonal 
MANTELS: wood mouldings, pilasters, columns, masonary, marble 

DOORS: paneled, board and batten, flush 
HARDWARE: original; replacea 

DOOR & WINDO'd TRrn: 

( ) PLAIN 
( ) ARCHITRAVE 
( ) SYMMETRIC with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) FLUTED 
( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS : eliptical, tudor 

f\OTES: 

• 
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