Al-1-B-035 Doc Watson's Garage
Rt. 40

Bellegrove, Allegany Co. MD
Not Eligible

This building is no longer standing. Therefore it is recommended as not eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places.

Prepared by Merry Stinson

Paula S. Reed and Associates, Inc.
105 N. Potomac St.

Hagerstown, MD 21740
301-739-2070

3/00

: MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
Eligibility Recommended Eligibility Not Recommended )
Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G _ None
Comments:

) . , /)
Reviewer, OPS: W% 7 :’/'I Date: (ii ? 4/(039

- A

Reviewer, NR Program: l &\L_/ Date: oo

-/\)//VL;’\’




Doc Watson's Garage
AL-1-B-035

Rt. 40 Piney Plains
early 20th century

Doc Watson's Garage is one of several out buildings of a large house
torn down for road construction. John Asbury (Doc) Watson was described
as "practicing medicine in the Orleans District" in 1923. His spacious
house was more like a hospital than a home when patients moved into
the house for treatment. The garage is a simple utilitarian building
built with beams extending beyond the sides to support sliding doors.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Doc Watson's Garage stands on the northern side of Route 40 in Piney Plains.

This one story, one bay wide rectangular structure is in original condition.
Walls are of frame construction with German and shiplap siding.

The building has no foundation or water table. Eaves consist of a simple
overhanging cornice, fascia, and bedmould. There are exposed rafter ends on
the eastern and western facades. The gable front roof is covered with corrugated
tin.

Wall features include cornerboards. A pipe chimney is located in the
interior.

Double garage doors on the southern facade are made of vertical boards
with original hawrdware. They open on a runner that is extended on a wooden
bracket on the west. Another entrance on the eastern facades includes a fine
panel wooden door with two, two-light original hardward and pediment. (Two, two-
light) sliding windows have wooden lugsills and are pedimented.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Doc Watson's Garage is a remnant of an era when automotive transportation
Built early in this century,
it is one of several out buildings of a larger house that was torn down for

was not a pervasive to society as it is now.

highway construction.

John Asbury (Doc) Watson was a descendant of a prominent Pennfx}vanian

family that traces its roots back to seventeenth century Scotland.

His

father, originally from Piney Plains, was a shoe dealer in Indianapolis.
After working as a painting contracter in Ohio, Doc Watson relocated to
Piney Plai?ﬁ) In 1923, he was described as '"practicing medicine in Orleans

District."

Oral informants explain that Doc Watson's large house was more

of a hospital than a home. His patients were moved into the house for treatment.

All that remains of his property is this garage and some chicken coops.
The garage is slated for demolition for construction of a freeway.

(1) James W. Thomas and T.J.C. Williams, History of Allegany County

(Philadelphia: L.R. Titsworth and Company), p. 1105

(2) 1Ibid, p. 1105
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