Al- I-B-038 Mann Frame Farmhouse
Mann Rd.

Bellegrove, Allegany Co. MD
Eligible, Criterion C

This two-story frame farmhouse comprises a three bay by two bay main section facing
north and an ell running to the south. A one story hip roofed porch covers the front of the house,
another porch appears at the end of the ell, and an enclosed porch fills the corner between the
main house and the ell. Both sections of the house are covered by gable roofs clad in corrugated
metal. German siding sheathes the house which stands on a stone foundation. A brick chimney
rises from the center of the ell and another is located at the exterior corner between the main
section and the ell. The main entrance is located in the center of the front. The 3/1 sash windows
are framed in plain flat boards topped by a simple molding. An exterior cellar entrance opens
under the east end. A German-sided balustrade connects square porch posts.

A large bank barn of wood frame construction is located south of the house. The gable end faces
north. The main level of the barn is reached from the west side. The lower level, built in concrete
block, has openings on the north end. A shed-roofed addition covers the east side.

A frame wagon shed is situated between the two buildings.

This farm retains its scenic setting of rolling meadows. The long driveway from the north is lined
on the west by a windbreak of mature Norway spruce. This line of trees continues along the house
to the wagon shed.

Filmore Mann, a descendent of David Mann who owned this farm in the mid nineteenth
century, built the Mann Frame Farmhouse in the 1870s. The farm is still owned by the Manns.
This building is a well-preserved example of a substantial late nineteenth century farmhouse. It
appears that some changes such as relocation of the main chimney, addition of 3/1 sash windows,
and rebuilding of the front porch may date from the early twentieth century. These well built
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View of Mann Frame House (Al-1-38).



Mann Frame Farmhouse
AL-1-B-038

Mann Road

near Bellegrove
1870's

This house was built in the 1870's by Filmore Mann. The building
originally consisted of a rectangular structure two stories tall and
three bays wide. Filmore Mann was a descendant of David Mann, original
owner of this farm land in Allegany County now serviced by Mann's Road.
The farm is still owned by a member of the Mann family. This house
remains in good condition and serves as a reminder of a prominent
farming family of eastern Allegany County.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mann Frame Farmhouse is located on Mann Road near Bellegrove.

This building originally consisted of a rectangular structure
two stories tall and three bays wide. Wall construction is frame
with germansiding. The low foundation is a random rubble stone
with a plain water table. The gable flank roof is covered with tin.
Eaves consist of a cornice, fascia, and frieze on the gable ends.
Wall features include cornerboards. One large outside end brick
chimney is corbeled. The main entrance in the center of the northern
facade and the windows are pedimented. One over one light windows
are nailed with wooden lugsills. Ventilators in the gable ends
are also pedimented. A hip roofed porch on the north has tapered
square posts.

A large frame addition with germansiding is on the south.
Pedimented windows are in pairs and single three over one lights.
A partially enclosed hip roofed wraparound veranda is on the south
and wast. A corbeled brick chimney is in the center of the addition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mann Frame Farmhouse is located near Bellegrove in the far
northeastern area of Alze?any County. The house was built in the
1870's by Filmore Mann.{1) He was a descendant of David Mann, who
owned all of the ridge now serviced by Mann's Road. David Mann was
born in Pennsylvania in 1812 and settled in Washington County, while
owning this farm land in Allegany County. David Mann had twenty-two
children froT two wives, and his descendants still own this farm on
Mann's Road.(2)

"The eastern part of Allegany County between Cumberland and the
dividing 1i?e for both West Virginia and Washington County... is rugged
territory." 3) The terrain is mountanious and rocky. There are no
major industries in this area so farming has been the only way to
make a 1izing here. Even this industry has been "a risky undertaking
at best."(4)

This house is in good condition and is a reminder of the
determination of a farming family to make a living in this isolated
area of Allegany County.

(1) Interview with Mrs. Marshall Mann, August 11, 1978
(2) Interview with Mrs. Earl Creek, August 11, 1978

(3) Harry Stegmaier, et al. Allegany County- A History
(Parsons, West Va.: McClain Printing Co.), P.312

(4) 1Ibid
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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[B1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator
Shara Goodwin, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
777-5944
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Cumherland Maryland 21802

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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