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MEOT'!':'"' ' S OFFICE BUILDING 
Merte n ' s Avenue and Hestern Maryland Railroad 
ca. 1860 

The Merten ' s Office Building original-

ly housed the offices for the Merten ' s Company, 

a family which owned , among other things , sev-

eral orchards. Although the building is being 

demolished, it was originally a two story, 

three bay wide , rectangular structure covered 

with weather boarding . 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

.\L-I-C- J '5 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Nerte;;'s Office Building c:1erte1: Is Orchard'\ 
ANO/OR COMMON 

l)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

~·ferter:'s !:.venue c: ~·:estern Md. ·R.R. 
CITY. rowN 

·r, "!'.:. of Paw PaH .x_ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

~farvland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

*BUILDINGISI XPRIVATE x_UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

X-NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Burke,,· 
STREET & NUMBER 

~- '" ''.::tional Fighwa--
CITY. TOWN 

.,. aVale - VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC /.llegar-;:' Cou;;t:· Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

3~ ~ashington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberla:::d, 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Allesanv 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

....]COMMERCIAL ~.PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: -::20-3E3F 

STATE, zip code 
Ha:..·:.·land 

Liber #: 328 
Folio #: 1 n1 

STATE 

Mar,·1 and 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY -l.OCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

X-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

~!erte:-,'s Office P.uildi:ig is located o:-- ~1erte'."' 1 S /venue nea~~ 
the Trester" '1ac··la:->d T)ai 1 road and the G:-ee-.ridE,e T1 1,..,:--:el, .· 11 egci.r::· 0 o. 

:'e:-te-'s Office Pui 1 di,·3 is a ':'JO stor··, tb.,..ee be>·· wide rec
ta:-sul2r bui~di:!g. It is cove:-ed with weathecboard a:d o:.igi'."'a 1 1·· 'tad 
a s;i.bled roof. 'T'he e· tice st"!""uctu~~e :..·es ts on a 1 cw sto::e .co,,.-;datior;. 
IiEhts in the wir:dows a-e gone, but the wi~dcws themselves a:-e ?ez2ed 
woode:-- sash f;ames. 'l'he na.5--: far;i.de has bee:--. dis'"'la;~t' ed "but it 
crizi:·a'! J:· 1-:duded a recessed ?orch whirh ::oveced the rnci.i-. ec:t:.·ar:ce. 
!. sir:gle corheled brick cMm::e:· is located at the f 1. 1Jsh e:-d of the 
bu.~.~-di~-g. The :-ea!4 of the building, r-rhi·t-. .;s s'="i2~ ;.-~.~,:~, he1S ?_ 

prornL-:.er:t overhang o,.., the seco·~d f! oor. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

X.1 800-1899 

_1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

XAGRICULTURF; 

LRCHITECTURE 

--ART 

_COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

X-INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

AL~J-c,oos 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

'_! th0u~h it is vei:-:- dete:cioY-ated the ;-re::-te:-,'s CH'fice "Suildin'.3 
cci<ci ;a! 1, .. housed the offi. ces fo:- the ?-1erte--:' s r:o!ll?ar:-, a groury which 

~ , , 
cwned, amo"f" 0the·- thi~,~s, several nrchards. · !t o:~e time the 1-pil_<l-i,-,f 
was located 01JOOSi te the ~:este1~n ~·a:-··1 ard '1;i_i, :02d Static::' a~d T-7aS of
ter: mistake" f;r the statio.-: itself. ~mon~st the;r cthe-c co~'ce".":-s, it 
i.s k:xmn that the Me:-te:-- faMiJ:- we:-e also ~romi:a:-it b0at huilde-:-s fo~· 

the r E 0 Cana] .2 

The ::e"'4~e~'s ;3ui~di~s is ?reserit 1 ~ .. i~ the T>ro·:ess of bei~'.g 
demcl.ishe<l. "!twas, howe'·e-~, a" i::ipo:-tant 1 a:-:dma:~l: of the weaith .-:ro
<luced throush a family business . 

2 
.'_! le3a:--;:· Count~· ~ a:-id "ecords, Cumberland, l-fa:-:·larld 
George "Eoope"."" Holf, I Drove Hules on the CE~ 0 Car:al. (Do1:e;:, 
Delnware: Dover Graphir: Assoi::iates, 197')) ,.., • 1 v 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Al <r-c-oos 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

/llegan~· r'ourt:· Land ~ecor<ls, Cumbe!" 1 and, Mar:·la::d 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

l[!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ _,2"-'E"'"-) ~-"'....,.c ..... r.....,e ..... s,___ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

'ohr :~elso:1 Toa'1 'Baldwi ~ f Steve Peale 
ORGANIZATION 

Al1-e"a::'-· Count" Pistoric Sites Su:-ve'-' 
STREET & NUMBER 

5 7 ""atio:1al Pighwa:-
CITY OR TOWN 

IaVale 

DATE 

912176 
TELEPHONE 

777-°-09~-
STATE 

Har··land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS• 110& 



/J 1- 1 - C- -- o 0 'i 

I) .'~ r t : r- " v. (: 

l...d.va,t:s., , rnd. 

;_/l'CRli,S: 1( ) 2(/) 3ft!!!/f 4( ) 5( ) 6( BAYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3(v'J 4( ) 5( ) G( ) 7( ) ( ) 

\. :;-nc:;' I.DDITICW3: I """\ l\'f 

Dwelling ~hape: (s~uare, cross, rectangular) 

(/) FR,!.~: 
( ) I3:!UCK: 
( ) STONE: 
( ) I.CG 

Devel, clc::ptoard ,(i:eetherbo<'rq) wood shinr,le.s, board £', batten ( ty?e?) 
Bond type- comr.ion, int-:lic-;h, Flemish. .Sketch vari1:1ri.ts. 
Bone tJI:ie- rub'::Jle, c:shlci.r (rondom or regul2-I'), quoins-plain, rusticcited 

( ) Other: Coverinr;s 

fl~. k_ 

'.·iII:l'C:.:;:., TRI1'i, SHUJ:''.:.'l:t~~: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/G( ) 9/9( ) other( ) 
pefged ( ) nailed( ) wide ( ) narrow ( ) mitred 

:~H'llL.fJCE, IX:CJHS: lOCi~TICN: 

E ,\RIJ':! ARE: original( ) replnced( ) 
F'J\!<T LIGHT, 'fi{·\H~;cf<, SIDE LIGH'I''.:J, PIJLIN 
f~neled, Verticle, Horizontal Boards 

CCRI::lvE, B!?.GL, :E;,VJ-.~:: (crown, fascia, soffi t, bed) 

) pedir.ient ( ) 

orisin.?..l( ) replaced( ) !\:fter Ends, ~·'.odillions, Dentils, Frieze, 
trchitr<ive 

1-/CCF: G:,Eil: Fl-K·NT, G:BJ.E FL1'1fl{, HE-, 2.U;.;;D, J"'J;:-_;1\lW, 
l:JTZHI1\L: wood shingles, slate, tin, cisphelt 

.tCXH1S: SHAFE OF HC-CF - shed( ) hip( f:Eible( ) 

C:'-}~R1~~L, }'l,A.T, 
original ( ) 

~'·CTti· L~_ p .~~. ,./ 
replciced( 

~--

Ct-IJ1.:1;;y::: IJTJL3:t;~~ EIUCK( ) :~:TC:N.i'.,( ) CC!·:l':Ui:D( ) o:-igin2l( ) repL--1ced ( ) 
lOC/TIC·::: Flush end( ) Im;ide end( ) Cutside end( ) Centnil( ) Inter5.0r ( 

cc~ :r~ tJ:'r.::: 
l:.s e - tJ" f___ -,_, ,, , c. • U ~ .:. ,, 
_.. . ~· J l-
·-lr:n1ricnnce - 0 ·"'- ·""- e..- '--• ,_ 
!~te Constructed -
Co:1di ti on - 12 D / L J _)e__;~J -(M.o,-;. e..J 
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Key points regarding interior architecture. 

1 • Floor plan 
· No through hall--How many rooms long and deen? 

Where is stairway? Straight qr winding?. 
-· 

With through hall--Rooms on both sides? How many? 
Rooms on one side only? How many? 
Is stair in throu£h hall? 

Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing 
How many? Curved. 

If not in hall, where is stair? 

2. Wall finish: plaster, paneled, board partit:i!on • 
Note presence of chair rail, cornice, etc. 

). Fireplacesa -How many? Parsllel to walls or diagonal in 
corner? 
Mantels: wood--mouldings, pilasters, columns 

masonry--marble(what color? ), brick 

3. Doorss on the inside of exterior doors, note the uresence of 
applied flush boards and their direction (diagonal, vertical, 
horizontal). In general are doors paneled or ledge or other? 

4. Door and window trim: plain, architrave: fluted, reeded: 
pilasters 

5. Kitchens Where is original if extant or knovm (marked by very 
large fireplace)2 Separate building; wing to principal 
dwelling; within principal dwelling? On which floor of any 
of the above? 

. . 
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