
HIGGINS BRICK RUINS 

AL-I-C-007 
mid 19th century 

The Higgins Brick Ruins once consisted 

of a two story brick house abutted by a 

large frame addition. Fire destroyed nearly 

all but the interesting two story brick 

chimney that had two openings on each of 

the two floors. One corner of the brick 

house is also left standing, and it shows 

that there was a combination of American 

Common Bonding as well as Flemish Bonding, 

a mixture of style unique in Allegany 

County. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

AL-I-C-007 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Higgins Brick Ruins 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

near Green Ridge Station on C & 0 Canal 

CITY, TOWN 

_VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

~SITE 
_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

:KPRIVATE ~UNOC~UPIED 
_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Leon Bick 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE_ 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 

CITY, TOWN 

Cumberland, 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 

COUNTY 
Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

-EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

XoTHERNone 

STATE ' Zl.p code 

Liber #: 403 

Folio #: 176 

STATE 

Maryland 

-FEDERAL _$TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

X..RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoR1GrNAL s1TE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Higgins Brick Ruins is located 3/4 mile northwest of 
the Stickpile Tunnel with a close frontage to the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal. 

The Higgins Brick House was gutted by fire and now stands 
in ruins. However, it consisted of a two story brick half abut
ted by a two story frame structure. One corner of the brick 
half still stards, and features both American Connnon Bond and 
Flemish Bonding. The huge brick chimney still stands erect 
and has two openings for fireplaces on the first floor and two 
openings on the second floor. The frame portion was built upon 
a low stone foundation which is all that is left standing on 
that half of the former structure. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

f'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW 

_ 1500-1599 __AGRICULTURI; -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 LRCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 __ART -ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

K_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES Mid 19th century BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

AL-1. -c ~001 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRAN SPORT A TION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

A two story brick house abutted by a large frame addition once 
stood on the site of what is known today as the Higgins Brick Ruins. 
Unfortunately, the structure was destroyed by fire, so we must depend 
upon first hand reports as to what it once looked like. Still stand
ing is the interesting two story brick chimney. It had four openings; 
two to the first floor and two on the second, each of which was facing 
their respective rooms at 45° angles (See enclosed diagram). Farming 
was th~ probable occupation of the household because of location near the 

_otomac River and C & 0 Canal. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SEFAR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 465. 32 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESC~IPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

La Vale 

DATE 

11/3/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· t IOI 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

m!NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR <.OMMON 

Stone Chimney and Higgins Brick Ruins (private) 

!3)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Carroll Road 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Orleans .x._ VICINITY OF 6 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_BUILDINGIS) _PRIVATE X_UNOCCUPIEO _COMMERCIAL _PARK 

LsTRUCTURE XBoTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE x_EN"TIERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS x_ YES RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OFPROPE~TY Green Ridge State Forest 
NAME Maryland Department ofNatural Resources 
STREET & NUMBER 

Taylor Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis _ v1c1N1rv oF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DErns.ETc Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

C11mberland 

r:J REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Telephone #: 

STATE, zip code 
Maryland 21401 

Liber #: private site: 403 
Folio #: 176 

STATE 

Allegany County Maryland Historical Trust Survey(Higgins Ruins only) 
DATE 

November, 1976 _FEDERAL --XsTATE .X-COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

suRvEY REcoRos Maryl and Hi stori cal Trust 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401-



rn DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

1RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X--ALTERED 

4L-1-C ·Oo7 

CHECK ONE 

>loRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

On the property of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources at Green 
Ridge State Forest in Allegany County along Carroll Road is a single large stone 
furnace stack and foundations presumably associated with an industrial complex. The 
site is located at the southeast edge of Green Ridge State Forest in a hollow known 
as Devil's Alley at the east base of Town Hill. Approximately one mile southeast of 
the stone chimney are ruins of a brick dwelling house which stood facing east along 
the Potomac River and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal at the mouth of Devil's Alley. 
Although. the brick house stands on private property, it is proposed for future 
acquisition by the Department of Natural Resources, according to rangers at Green 
Ridge. The two sites are linked by a small run or stream by which stands the stone 
chimney. The stream opens into the Potomac River near the brick house site. 
Following the stream is the course of a narrow gauge railroad and a depression in the 
earth suggesting either an old washed out road bed ora sluiceway. These sites 
are unexplained at present. 

The furnace stack stands approximately 30 feet high, is built of coursed 
native stones, and is tapered, becoming narrow at its top. A stone corbel fonns 
a drip source near the top of the chimney. It rests on roughly coursed fieldstone 
foundations which continue, where visible, to fonn a rectangular base for a building. 
The chimney stands at the east end of the structure with a low opening partially 
hidden by a pile of earth and rubble. Inside, the stack is lined with brick. In 
1974 the chimney was restored by the Youth Conservation Corps. 

The brick house ruins consist of parts of east and north walls along with 
foundations and rubble. It was a two story structure, possibly three bays wide with 
Flemish bonding used at the front or east elevation. Evidence remains of a frame 
addition at the south end wall. Corrrnon bonding on the side and rear walls is of a 
type associated with 18th and very early 19th century construction. This bonding 
has three courses of stretchers between header rows. Mortar joints are struck and 
some retain white accent lines over red oxide paint. Diagonal fireplaces, typical 
of the 18th century, were located within the north end wall and several hand wrought 
nails were found on the site. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



~SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

X- 1700-1 799 

X- 1800-,899 

_1900-

~RCHEULUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

,X_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

~GRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

,X_ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

~RT _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS -X-INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC OATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The location of the stone chimney and the brick house ruins suggest that their 

history is somehow linked. Together they have merit for the architectural fonn they 
suggest and as artifacts of industrial or commercial and residential activity along 
the Potomac River during the late 18th and 19th centuries. There are questions about 
the original purpose of the complex. The chi~ney's appearance suggest some sort of 
industrial use although itis unlike iron furnace stacks in the area. Its proximity 
to the Potomac River, the C & 0 Canal and the Western Maryland Railway with the tram 
railroad linking the chimney site to the canal and railroad does support the presumed 
industrial nature of the complex. While the use of the railroad and canal would be 
associated with the second quarter of the 19th century and later, the presence of 
the brick house seemingly dating from the 18th century must also be considered. 
Although the house is in ruins enough evidence remains to indicate that it was 
relatively refined among houses of the period in Allegany County. 

Land records for the stone chimney on DNR property were checked by rangers at 
Green Ridge State Forest but were found not to be helpful since much confusion 
arose around identification and ownership of the mountain land parcels belonging 
to DNR. Therefore, deeds for the brick house ruins known as the Higgins property 
were searched in an effort to find a clue to fonner use and history of both sites. 

Since 1859 the property upon which the brick house ruins stand has been made 
up of three land grant tracts with like acreage except for several out conveyances 
over the past century. The three tracts were 11 Hermit' s Abode: (311 acres), 
"River Hill 11 (175-7/8 acres) and 11 Sisterhood 11 (52-7/8 acres). The largest parcel, 
11 Hennit 1 s Abode" carried with it the explanation that it had been resurveyed for 
Ovid Mccrackin on June 25, 1810. The property was described as that upon which Ovid 
McCrackin's dwelling stood. In 1859, (18/363) John T. Edwards, trustee in equity 
proceedings between Ellen Bevans and Joseph Bevan's sold the property containing 
the three above mentioned tracts to Ransom Higgins. The tracts, 11 River Hill" and 
11 Sisterhood 11 were patented to Henry Bevans on March 3, 1840 and March 2, 1840 respectively 

On September 17, 1832, Samuel Jesse of Shelby County, Kentucky sold "Hermit's 
Abode" to Henry Bevans, for $1,600. (Q/125) Samuel Jesse had held the property only 
for a few months having acquired it on June 23, 1832, from Moses Rawlings, Esq. 
(Q/69). Rawlings, who was Sheriff of Allegany County, sold the property as a result 
of a judgement against the Heirs of Daniel Lantz. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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fimMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany Land Records 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

JEGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRLPTION . .-, . 

- ; '\ - -·- 1 : 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

-----------------------------------~~~~ STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner and Douglass Reed 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Preservation Associates February, 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

P.O. Box 202 {301)432-5466 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Sharpsburg Maryland 21782 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was'officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do ·not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· I IOa 



AL-I-C-007 
A-17 
Green Ridge State forest 
DNR#: None 
Stone Chimney and Higgins Brick Ruins (privat~ 
Allegany County 

(SIGNIFICANCE, continued) 

Daniel Lantz acquired the 311 acres tract (F/307) "Hermit's Abode" on October 
22, 1811 from Ovid Mccrackin. No records were found prior to Ovid McCracken's 
ownership. 

Ransom Higgins for whom the property is narr:ed and his heirs owned this and 
surrounding land from 1859 til 1952. (242/525). 

Unfortunately the deeds did not leave any clues as to the use of this piece 
of property. Out conveyances were noted for the C & 0 Canal and a lock house but 
there were no other references to any industrial or commercial complex. 

One supposed explanation for the stone chimney could be that its use was connected 
somehow with the construction of the C & 0 Canal during the mid 19th century. Another 
suggestion offered was the possibility of the stone chimney site having been a 
distillery. 

It would seem that with the lack of historical dataabout the sites, some 
archeological work might be in order. A search should be made for artifacts in the 
vicinity of the stone chimney which could aid in pinpointing the use and the age 
of the structure. 
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A 

ADDENDA 

In 1984 the Department of Patural Resources contracted 

with Joe Getty to conduct a follow-up survey of selected 

historic properties on DNR lands. DNR funded the field 

survey and photography but did not prepare finished copy. 

The attached photocopy pages were forwarded to the 

Maryland Historical Trust to supplement existing files. 

All original material and photographs remain in the possession 

of the Department of Natural Resources under the supervision 

of Ross Kimmel (x3771). 
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DRAFT--Description for Higgins Brick Ruins 

The Higgins Brick Ruins is the site of a brick hous2 t~at :Jn::2 s'.::::'~:1 

along the C 6, O Canal. All that remains of the structure is it:s four.dation 

wall and a two-story chimney. It appears that the chimney has been able to 
o~ +l-it_ ,.z,.,,.,,,J:'./ j~· -bi.: r.._-_,.:...:_ 

withstand the deteriorationAbecause it consisted of corner fireplaces that 

created a triangular base for the stability of the chimney. Otherwi3e, it 

is difficult to determine the features of the original house. The bri:::k 

walls that exist are all laid in common bond. It appears that there is a 

l\vr+~!c-.:-''i i.?~·-T 
cellarway at the castCJ"R side of the ~-fft:h facade and cellar windows in the 

t.' ,.·l l: 
~ facade wltere the chimney exists. So it appears there was a partially 

excavated cellar much of which has been filled in by the rubble brick. 
s . .,.__..._+~; 

There is als·:J evidence of a wing that projected from the ~ side of the 
1\ 

stru·~2ture. Tlte brick ruins ~ive evidence that a fairly refined Federal style 

brick house stood on this site. However, there is litt]e that remains tod3y. 

The Higgins Brick Ruins are located along the C & 0 Canal at the 

mouth of Devils Alley. This site is located north of Greeny~dge Station; 

approximately' cne mile from Kasecamp Hoad. TI1e structure was constructed 

on a level <'lJ'd along a stream approxirnat'"'ly four hundred feet west of the 

CliesapeJke cind Ohio Canal. The ruins 1nv'2 the appt•arance of a rather refined 

structure fnr t:his region and are prob:-1bly linked in some way to the life 

c.iJ 1ing Ll1<" C<'ll.-l l. 

Jud?i ng by l'.Vidie•rH:e in the br i .. ~k ruins, the origin:1l st itcture was 

:1 t• . .;ci-stor.y l1rick ltnt1;c;'' 1 • ..ri.tlt a gable r . .:ic;f" Tbe main £neath~ faced east ar.d 

\.:;1.'; consu-11>: u•d of flenish bond. CortFifJrt bond wa::; used on the other facades 

] .J.icl in 1:tll ·:C'<.~ cour:;e~; nf stretchers ])('t·\1e,:n each header row (a bonding type 
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DRAFT--Description for Higgins Brick Ruins 2 

associated with the eighteenth and very early ;lineceenth ce~t~~~ ~~nscru~t; iG). 

. : ,~ . " 
The mortar joints are struck and retain some wlnte accent lines over red ;)~lG.': 

paint. The dimensions of the structure are twenty-two feet by t~enty-six 

feet. It is not possible to determine where the doors and r.,·ind.),.;s '-''ere on the 

first floor. 

The chimney to the house is still standing and has diagonal fireplaces 

that were located on the north gable wall of the structure. We can speculate 

that the structure was built with a Federal style plan of two rooms perhaps 

with a hallway on the south side of the house (a stairhall) as \.;as typically 

used in the l~te eighteenth century. On the interior wall, plaster was 

applied direcLly onto a brick surface. The plaster is made of a lim~horse-

hair and sand substance. The chimney with its deteriorated brick shows the 
.!: 

.31 
flue syste,n rlrat-·l:e-a.+-t.t~'rntGke avay f-Hm1 thr~ fireplaces. There are also 

(\ 

m;irks along tlit: chimney surface that show where the gable roof was at the 

On the first: and second 

~ ~ ~n.:-"r:, 
fl•Jvr of the ea'-;t end of tlt1:· chimney

1 
p-i-e•,..,_;; of woo<l are located in the brick 

surface which probably htc>Jd the mantel piece for the chimney. 

On the south end of the structure, it appeared that there was an 

addition that provided a ~,-i_ng to the m:t in building. There is a foundation 

wa 11 that runs along th\• w...:st side on the suuth facade for a ten foot by 

sixteen foo:: frame wing. There is no nthe:~r evidence about the use or 

construct.ion cf this wi.ng. About forty f1'.ct northwest of the structure 

is a cov~·recl ''(•Cning of the well for the property. 
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7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 

- good 

-· - fair 

__ deteriorated 
x_ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
___ unaltered 
_L altered 

Ch~<:k one 
L original site 
__ moved date of move 

Prepare both a su:cnary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements ~s it exists today. 
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i 

Signi'idcance Survey No. - ,., ·'. 1 
~'"' 

·Period 
__ prehistoric 
-- 1406-1499 
-- 1500-1599 
--- 1600-1699 
_>(_. 1700-1799 
2'.:_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dales 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify beio"" 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architect1 . .m:! ___ re!igk>r. 
__ arc:heoiogy-historic __ conservation __ law ___ s~ienc-e 
___ agriculture __ economics __ literature -~sculpture 

_,,..,-architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
____ art __ engineering ____ music humanitarian 
-·- commerce __ exploration/s~ttlement __ philosophy ____ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Archit~ct 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 



9. fi~~ajor Bibliographical References 

1011 Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name _£~_1~_ Quadrangle scale / , i ,_, -' <" ,_. __ 

UTM R<!ferences do NOT complete UTM references 

A Li_j I I ! I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ I I I I I ol_U I I I I 
el_U I I LLI I I F Lt_j I I I 
GLU I I I I I I I H Lt_j I 
Verbal boundary de!4cf'ipUon and justification 

List all states and co.mtidli f9r properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code ------ ------

state code county code 
~~~~~.~~~-

.. ·a. f'orm Prepared By 

city or town state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record p~rposes only and do not constituie any infringement of 
in<livid~3l property rights. 

return r·J: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL 

_,. .eJJ"' .,-; ' i ~--W!!' .;-:"\~ \•n1.1e')) 
AL.-1.- C.-007 (ti1, '") n,1,·k (\.••">) 

TRUST GREEN RIDGE STATE FOREST 
DNR#: NONE 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Stone Chimney and Higgins Brick Ruins (private) 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Carroll Road 
CITY, rowN 

Orleans 
STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_BUILDINGISI _PRIVATE 

){__STRUCTURE XBoTH 

L VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

x_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS }{_YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

CONGRESSIONAL DI STRICT 

6 
COUNTY 

Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

)L_ENliERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY Green Ridge State Forest 
NAME 

Maryland Department ofNatural Resources 
STREET & NUMBER 

Taylor Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis _ v1c1N1rv oF 

llLOCA TION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDs.ETc. Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

C11mberland 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Telephone #: 

STATE , zip code 
Maryland 21401 

Liber #: private site: 403 
Folio #: 176 

STATE 

Allegany County Maryland Historical Trust Survey(Higgins Ruins only) 
DATE 

November, 1976 _FEDERAL --X5TATE ,X,COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

suRvEYREcoRDs Maryland Historical Trust 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401-



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

~RUINS 
_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X_ALTERED 

l.L-T-C-007 

CHECK ONE 

)l_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVEO DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

On the property of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources at Green 
Ridge State Forest in Allegany County along Carroll Road is a single large stone 
furnace stack and foundations presumably associated with an industrial complex. The 
site is located at the southeast edge of Green Ridge State Forest in a hollow known 
as Devil's Alley at the east base of Town Hill. Approximately one mile southeast of 
the stone chimney are ruins of a brick dwelling house which stood facing east along 
the Potomac River and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal at the mouth of Devil's Alley. 
Although. the brick house stands on private property, it is proposed for future 
acquisition by the Department of Natural Resources, according to rangers at Green 
Ridge. The two sites are linked by a small run or stream by which stands the stone 
chimney. The stream opens into the Potomac River near the brick house site. 
Following the stream is the course of a narrow gauge railroad and a depression in the 
earth suggesting either an old washed out road bed ora sluiceway. These sites 
are unexplained at present. 

The furnace stack stands approximately 30 feet high, is built of coursed 
native stones, and is tapered, becoming narrow at its top. A stone corbel forms 
a drip source near the top of the chimney. It rests on roughly coursed fieldstone 
foundations which continue, where visible, to form a rectangular base for a building. 
The chimney stands at the east end of the structure with a low opening partially 
hidden by a pile of earth and rubble. Inside, the stack is lined with brick. In 
1974 the chimney was restored by the Youth Conservation Corps. 

The brick house ruins consist of parts of east and north walls along with 
foundations and rubble. It was a two story structure, possibly three bays wide with 
Flemish bonding used at the front or east elevation. Evidence remains of a frame 
addition at the south end wall. Common bonding on the side and rear walls is of a 
type associated with 18th and very early 19th century construction. This bonding 
has three courses of stretchers between header rows. Mortar joints are struck and 
some retain white accent lines over red oxide paint. Diagonal fireplaces, typical 
of the 18th century, were located within the north end wall and several hand wrought 
nails were found on the site. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

X- 1 700-1 799 

X-1 soo-1 sss 

_1900-

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

)(...ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS 

)(...ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS *INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITI CS/GOVE RN ME NT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

AL-I-C -007 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER I SPECIFY) 

The location of the stone chimney and the brick house ruins suggest that their 
history is somehow linked. Together they have merit for the architectural form they 
suggest and as artifacts of industrial or commercial and residential activity along 
the Potomac River during the late 18th and 19th centuries. There are questions about 
the original purpose of the complex. The chimney's appearance suggest some sort of 
industrial use although itis unlike iron furnace stacks in the area. Its proximity 
to the Potomac River, the C & 0 Canal and the Western Maryland Railway with the tram 
railroad linking the chimney site to the canal and railroad does support the presumed 
industrial nature of the complex. While the use of the railroad and canal would be 
associated with the second quarter of the 19th century and later, the presence of 
the brick house seemingly dating from the 18th century must also be considered. 
Although the house is in ruins enough evidence remains to indicate that it was 
relatively refined among houses of the period in Allegany County. 

Land records for the stone chimney on DNR property were checked by rangers at 
Green Ridge State Forest but were found not to be helpful since much confusion 
arose around identification and ownership of the mountain land parcels belonging 
to DNR. Therefore, deeds for the brick house ruins known as the Higgins property 
were searched in an effort to find a clue to former use and history of both sites. 

Since 1859 the property upon which the brick house ruins stand has been made 
up of three land grant tracts with like acreage except for several out conveyances 
over the past century. The three tracts were "Hermit's Abode: (311 acres), 
"River Hi11 11 (175-7/8 acres) and 11 Sisterhood 11 (52-7/8 acres). The largest parcel, 
"Hermit's Abode" carried with it the explanation that it had been resurveyed for 
Ovid Mccrackin on June 25, 1810. The property was described as that upon which Ovid 
McCrackin's dwelling stood. In 1859, (18/363) John T. Edwards, trustee in equity 
proceedings between Ellen Bevans and Joseph Bevan's sold the property containing 
the three above mentioned tracts to Ransom Higgins. The tracts, "River Hill" and 
"Sisterhood" were patented to Henry Bevans on March 3, 1840 and March 2, 1840 respectivel.Y 

On September 17, 1832, Samuel Jesse of Shelby County, Kentucky sold "Hermit's 
Abode" to Henry Bevans, for $1,600. (Q/125) Samuel Jesse had held the property only 
for a few months having acquired it on June 23, 1832, from Moses Rawlings, Esq. 
(Q/69). Rawlings, who was Sheriff of Allegany County, sold the property as a result 
~f a judgement against the Heirs of Daniel Lantz. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany Land Records 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner and Douglass Reed 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Preservation Associates February, 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

P.O. Box 202 (301)432-5466 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Sharpsburg Maryland 21782 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was'officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. , 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 



AL-I-C-007 
A-17 
Green Ridge State Forest 
DNR#: None 
Stone Chimney and Higgins Brick Ruins (privat~ 
Allegany County 

(SIGNIFICANCE, continued) 

Daniel Lantz acquired the 311 acres tract (F/307) "Hermit's Abode" on October 
22, 1811 from Ovid Mccrackin. No records were found prior to Ovid McCracken's 
ownership. 

Ransom Higgins for whom the property is named and his heirs owned this and 
surrounding land from 1859 til 1952. (242/525). 

Unfortunately the deeds did not leave any clues as to the use of this piece 
of property. Out conveyances were noted for the C & 0 Canal and a lock house but 
there were no other references to any industrial or commercial complex. 

One supposed explanation for the stone chimney could be that its use was connected 
somehow with the construction of the C & 0 Canal during the mid 19th century. Another 
suggestion offered was the possibility of the stone chimney site having been a 
distillery. 

It would seem that with the lack of historical datacbout the sites, some 
archeological work might be in order. A search should be made for artifacts in the 
vicinity of the stone chimney which could aid in pinpointing the use and the age 
of the structure. 
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