
JOE HIGGINS CANAL HOUSE 

AL-I-C-009 
~ mile east of Stickpile Tunnel, SO yards 

from the C & O Canal 
1913 

The Joe Higgins Canal Rouse meets the 

standard of the typical rural dwelling 

found in Allegany County being a "T11 

shaped, two story frame structure covered 

with novelty siding. It was built in 1913 

as a residence for Joseph Higgins. The 

household was able to view traffic on the 

nearby C & e Canal for 11 years until it 

closed in 1924. The house stands out as 

being one of the first in its area to be 

built upon a poured concrete foundation. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Joe Higgins Canal House lies ~ mile east of the Stickpile 
Tunnel and just 50 yards from the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. 

Frame construction on a two story, four bay wide rectangular 
block typifies his house. It was built in 1913 upon a poured con­
crete foundation. The southeast corner of the house now includes a 
small one story shed roofed addition with a small porch. Novelty 
siding which was never painted composes the wall structure. Windows 
in the house are all double hung wooden sash frames with two over 
two lights, cornices and plain trim. The main entrance faces north­
east and contains the original verticle paneled door. The roof 
over the main block is gabled and features a soffit. Circular ven­
tilators decorate each gable; replaced asphalt materials now cover 
the roof. There is a four bay front end porch supported by five 
turned columns and covered by a shed roof. The house contains one 
original corbeled brick chimney located to the interior of the 
structure. 

The Joe Higgins canal House is presently in fair condition 
and stands structurally sound. It has been unaltered and contains 
its original fabric. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Joe Riggins Canal Rouse meets the standard of the typical 
rural dwelling found in Allegany County, being a "T" shaped two 
story frame structure covered with novelty siding. It was built 
in 1913 as a residence for Joseph Riggins, the father of Raymond 
Riggins. The front of the house lies just 50 yards from the Che­
sapeake and Ohio Canal. Occupants of the house witnessed traffic 
on the canal for 11 years until the C & 0 Canal ceased operation 
in 1924. 

The Ornate circular ventilators found in the gable peaks are 
quite common to frame structures built during this time period in 
Allegany County. It was also one of the first houses in the area 
to be built upon a poured concrete foundation. 

Interview with Raymond Higgins, October 14, 1976 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIi]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 7 4 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTmN 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

LaVale, 

DATE 

11/3/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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