
CRABTREE FRAME HOUSE 

AL-1-C-Oll 
Route 51, Keifer, Maryland 
1894 

The Crabtree Frame House presents a 

picture of the typical rural dwelling 

found in Allegany County in the latter 

half of the 19th century, which is a two 

story, "L" shaped frame structure. Ver-

tical boards and plain battens cover the 

walls and tar and tin cover the gabled 

roof. Eli and Elwood Crabtree built 

the house in 1894 from lumber cut at a 

sawmill located in a nearby valley. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 
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XFAIR 

CONDITION 
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~ORIGINAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Crabtree Frame House is located on the north side of 
Route 51 near Keifer, Maryland. 

This frame structure is "L" shaped and is composed of ver
tical boards with plain battens. It's two stories tall, three 
bays wide and rests on a low stone foundation. Windows in the 
structure are all double hung wooden sash frames with both six 
over six and three over 1 lights. A one story shed roofed frame 
addition with its own interior chimney abuts the southwest corner 
of the house. The main entrance faces north and contains the ori
ginal hardware including the original verticle paneled door. The 
roof is gabled and is covered by tin and tar. Featured are three 
original corbeled brick chimneys with both inside end and central 
locations. There are two porches on the house. A one bay shed 
roofed porch is located in the apex of the "L" while the front 
of the house features a three bay porch covered with a hipped roof. 

The Crabtree Frame House stands structurally sound in fair 
condition, and retainsall of its original fabric. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
AL-1-C -011 
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_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1894 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Eli & E1wood Crabtree 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Crabtree Frame House presents a picture of the typical 
rural dwelling found in Allegany County, the two story "L" shaped 
frame structure. This one is covered with vertical boards and 
plain battens as oppossed to the weatherboarding cover on many of 
the frame houses in the county. 

The present owner is Merlin Crabtree, who now resides in 
Kensington, Maryland. He and his wife only use the home on week
ends and vacations. His father and his uncle, Eli and Elwood Crab
tree respectively, built the home in 1894 themselves. It was 
constructed of timber cut by a sawmill located in the valley between 
Town Hill and Anthony Ridge, very near the house. Two outbuildings 
were built around the house, both of V notched log construction.l 

1 Interview with Merlin Crabtree, October 14, 1976 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records> Cumberland> Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

UiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 40. 83 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson> Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

La Vale 

DATE 

11 /3/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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