Little Orleans Methodist Church
AL-1-C-023

Orleans Road

Little Orleans

1868

This church is a small rectangular log structure in rural eastern
Aliegany County. It was built in 1868 by the trustees of the church,
two of whom were Frederick Lutterell, and Frederick Lineberg. These
two men both owned log houses in Little Orleans (A1-1-A-042 and A1-1-C-022)
The church was a Methodist Episcopal, one of many of that denomination
located in Allegany County in the late 19th century. The logs of the
building have been covered with weatherboard, and it is an inpretentious
structure, but it is a reminder of the importance of religion to farming
families in eastern Allegany County.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Little Orleans Methodist Church stands on the eastern side of Orleans
Road in Little Orleans.

The church consists of a small rectangular log structure covered
with weatherboard. It rests on a low stone foundation of random rubble
partially sheathed with cement with a plain water table. The gable front
roof is covered with ribbed tin. Eaves consist of a cornice and soffit.
A pipe chimney is on the interior.

The entrance in the center of the northwestern facade is covered by
a small hip roof supported by chamfered wooden posts. The door has five
recessed panels and original hardware. Windows are obscured by closed
wooden shutters of vertical slats with original hardware.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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This church is made of logs, following a county-wide building
practice of using logs as functional building material. The church
was built in 1868, following the donatZo of an acre of land to the
trustees of the church by Henry Appel. Appel had a 113 acre tract
of land in Little Orleans, known as "Sparking Camp Improved." On
March 16,1868, he agreed to sell for one dollar an acre to the church

trustees, "whenever a church should be built and completed."(2)

The land was not actually deeded to the trustees until December 19, 1871,
by Appel's heir, Rose Ann Lineberg.(3) The deed says that "the said
trustees have built and completed a church upon said acre of land."(4)
The trustees were Frederick B. Lutterell (owner of AL-1-A-042), Frederick
Lineberg (husbang of Rose Ann Lineberg), Hezekiah Shipley, John Weaver, and
John W. Appel. (5

The church was a Methodist Episcopal Church, one of many of that
denomination located in Allegany County. In the last quarter of t?g)
19th century, nearly half of the county's churches were Methodist.

The eastern section of the county has always been predominantly
rural and agricultural. In 1881, there were 1,016 people living in
the area between Sideling Hi1ll Creek and Green Ridge, the Orleans (7)
District, and these people "led a relatively contained existance."
There were one Catholic and four Methodist Episcopal churches which
“furnished center? ;or organized social life" for the people in the
Orleans District.(8) This church was most Tikely one of those
Methodist Episcopal churches mentioned.

Although this church is a small, impretentious log structure,

it is a memorial to the importance of religion to farming families
of Little Orleans in eastern Allegany County.

(cont.)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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