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Kesler Tunnel 

Kesler Tunnel is located on the Western Maryland 
Railway's Cumberland Extension which was begun in 1903 
and completed in 1905. This tunnel is approximately 
2,000 feet in length. It is located less than one 
mile east of the C and 0 Canal Tunnel. Like other 
tunnels of the line it is constructed with wooden beam 
arches and has plain cement portals with corbeled edges 
and semicircular arched openings. On both ends of the 
tunnel bridges carry the railroad across the Potomac 
River into West Virginia. 
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Kesler Tunnel is located less than one mile east of the 
C & 0 Canals Paw Paw Tunnel, near Paw Paw, West Virginia. 

The tunnel is approximately 2000 feet in length and 
is supported by wooden beam arches. Cement portals on 
both ends have corbeled edges and large semicircular 
arched openings. It was designed for single track usage. 
The track has been removed from the tunnel and from the 
deck truss bridges on both ends. 
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Construction of the Western Maryland Railway's Cumberland 
Extension began in 1903 and was completed in 1905. {l) 

A modern railroad, extending from Big Pool to Cumberland 
a distance of 60 miles, was built under the direction 
of J. Q. Barlow as Chief Engineery. The line lies in 
the Potomac River Valley for the entire distance, and 
for the greater part of the distance parallels the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. {2) 
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The single line track was built in two years overcoming 
natural obstacles of mountains and the Potomac River and the 
man-made obstacles of the National Turnpike and the C and 0 
Canal. The extension was opened for all traffic. in June of 1906.{3) 

Kesler Tunnel is approximately 2000 feet in length. It 
is located less than one mile east of the C & 0 Canal Tunnel. 
Like other tunnels of the line it is constructed with wooden 
beam arches and has plain cement portals with corbeled edges 
and semicircular arches openings. On both ends of the tunnel 
bridges carry the railroad across the Potomac River into 
West Virginia 

{1) Edward M. Killough , History of Western Maryland Railway Company p. 21 

{2) Ibid, p.22 

{3) Ibid, 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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