
WIGFIELD BLACKSMITH SHOP 

AL-II-A-041 
Old Route 41 & Flintstone Creek 
ca. 1900 

The Wigfield Blacksmith Shop is be-

lieved to have been built around 1895 by 

James Ash who inheirited the property 

from his father Eli W. Ash. The shop 

consists of a one and a half story, two 

bay wide, three bay long, rectangular 

shaped block. The building is of board 

and batten construction and continues to 

house many of the original blacksmith's 

tools and billows furnace. The property 

was sold to Eddie Wigfield in 1912 and was 

then known as the "Blacksmith Property". 

Wigfield continued the profession of black-

smith well into the present century, and 

his daughter still owns the property. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Wigfield Blacksmith Shop is located along Old Route 40 
in Flintstone, Allegany County on the south side of the road at 
the junction of Flintstone Creek. 

The shop basically consists of a one and a half story, two 
bay wide, three bay long, rectangular shaped block. The building 
is a frame structure that is covered with verticle boards and plain 
battens. The entire facade is supported by a low timbers foundation 
with a plain water table. The roof of the structure is gabled and 
is covered with replaced asphalt materials. The eaves exhibit a 
narrow soffit with rafter ends. Windows in the structure include 
single sash frames with six lights and plain trim. Entrances to 
the structure are all double sliding doors, which are attached to 
a small gauge iron rail. One orginal, tin chimney is located to 
the interior of the block and extends from the billows furnace. 

The shop is structurally sound and is in very near original 
appearance. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wigfield Blacksmith Shop is believed to have been built 
around 1895 by James Ash, who inherited the property from his father 
Eli w. Ash. The Ash family purchased the property from the Ramiltons 
in the 1880's and are believed to have built the house presently 
existing on this tract. Due to its architecture however, it.is be
lieved that the shop was not built until after Jam.es assumed owner
ship of the plot. The building is known to have been built prior 
to 1912 as the tract of land is referred to as the "Blacksmith Pro
perty" in a deed from Ash to Eddie Wigfield that year. 

The Wigfield Blacksmith Shop is in near original appearance 
and the original tools and billows furnace are still present in the 
shop. The shop remains a cultural document of a way of life once 
found in small communities in Allegany County.l 

1 Notes prepared by Mra. Helen Hinkle, Allegany County Committee 
for the Maryland Historical Trust for the Flintstone Bicentennial 
Celebration. Interview November 11, 1976 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
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Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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