
HELMICK FRAME HOUSE 

AL-II-A-045 
Old Route 41, Flintstone 
ca. 1876 

The Helmick Frame House shares the 

same appearance as many of the older 

houses on its block in Flintstone. This 

one is slightly larger and more elaborate; 

however, than the park and Roland houses, 

and is believed to have been built by 

James and Jemima Wilson as they became 

more successful. The fact that the house 

is one of a series of homes built by the 

wealthy and prominant Wilson family during 

the mid and late 19th century proves its 

significance. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Helmick Frame Rouse is located on the south side of Old 
Route 40 near Murley's Branch Road in Flintstone, Allegany County. 

Novelty siding covers this rectangular shaped, two story, 
three bay wide frame structure. The sou.thwest half of the house 
is adjoined by a newer two story shed roofed addition while a one 
story shed roof section abuts the above addition and the southeast 
half of the house. The original block is supported by a low stone 
foundation. Windows on the house are connnonly double hung wooden 
sash frames with combinations of one over one, two over two, and 
six over six lights. Also found are single sash windows with both 
four and six lights. The main entrance faces north and has a re­
placed verticle paneled door with side lights. There are also 
entrances on the west and south sides. A tin covered gable roof 
sheathes the main block and features a soffit. There is a three 
bay front end porch supported by six Roman Doric columns and covered 
by a tin hipped roof. A one bay entrance porch with a hipped roof 
now covers the door on the southwest corner of the house. The main 
block has two interiorly located original corbeled brick chimneys. 
A new cement block chimney has been erected on the southeast corner 
of the house. 

The Helmick Frame Rouse stands structurally sound and is 
presently in very good condition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Helmick Frame House is believed to have been built for 
James and Jemima Wilson around 1876 as a larger and more fashion­
able home for the prosperous couple. This property again was a 
parcel of gound that was inheirited from Francis Robosson by his 
daughter Jemima Robosson Wilson. James and Jemima are believed 
to have originally built and lived in the Bender Frame House; how­
ever, after becoming more successful and prosperous, they moved 
into the larger house. The significance of this structure lies 
in the fact that the house is one of a series of homes built by 
the wealthy and prominant Wilson family between the mid and late 
19th century. 

The house is in near original appearance and is a cultural 
and architectural reminder of a way of life once found in small 
connnunities in Allegany County.l 

1 From notes prepared by Mrs. Helen Hinkle, Allegany County Com­
mittee for the Maryland Historical Trust for the Flintstone 
Bicentennial Celebration. Interview, November 11, 1976 
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Allegany County Land Records~ Cumberland~ Maryland 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ ._1_6_6_a_c_r_e_s __ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTV BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Eeale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

LaVale. 

DATE 

11/5/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{ 301) 267-1438 
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