
BROWNING FRAME FARM HOUSE 

AL-II-A-076 
Old Williams Road, Flintstone 
ca. 1845 

The Browning Farm House is a large, 

"L" shaped frame building with a gabled 

roof, six-over-six lights and brick end 

chimneys. The farm is particularly note­

worthy because of its well preserved col­

lection of dependencies. These include 

not only barns and tool sheds, but a 

small building which was used as a slave 

quarters. The farm was probably con­

structed by a member of the Twigg family 

and was known as the "Francis Twigg Farm" 

as late as 1909. 
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II DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The armming Frame Farm House is located on the Old \/illiams 
Road near Rush in Allegany County. 

The i3rowning Farm House is a large, two story, three bay wide 
rectangular frame building that has since been covered with asbestos 
siding. A two story addition abuts the main block on its northern side. 
The entire structure rests on a high stone foundation. The roof is gabled 
with a soffit and is covered with tin. Windows in the structure with 
the exception of those at the end of the rear wing are double hung, pegged, 
wooden sash frames with six over six lights. 'ilindm'ls on the main facade 
are flanked by louvered shutters. The main entrance is located on the 
south facade and features a vertically paneled door with a transom and 
side lights. hm original corbeledbrick chimneys are located at the 
interior ends of the main block while a third is located in the interior 
of the rear wing. A one bay entrance porch vdth a hipped roof is located 
on the main facade. In addition a hrn story shed roofed, wrap around 
porch is located at the apex of the main block and the rear addition. 

Located to the east of the main house is a small, frame, one story, 
two bay 1·1ide building that 1-1as probably used as a wash house. Also located 
on the farm are various other buildings including a smoke house and a 
large barn. Both are of frame construction and rest on stone found­
ations. 

The Browning Farm is in fair con di ti on and retains much of its original 
fabric and appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Tt1e ::lro,minq Farrahou~e ;ms con<>tructed during the first half of the 
nineteenth century anrl i3 one of a large gr.ouo of f<:Jrt11houses, barn:.>, etc. 
located in the farr11ing region of eastern ,\llegany County. The far:n .-./as 
rrooably constructed by a member of the h.iiqq fa111ily and vlas kno.m as ti 1e 
"Francis h1i'J!J Farm" as late as 1909. l 

The house is of special interest in that it is very similar in oath 
size and mode of construction to several otl1er houses in the area. (See 
Historic Sites Inventory AL-III-C-U38 and r1L-II-A-68l) All three are large 
"L" shaped fra:ne hui ldin1s •~i th gab lerl roofs, six over six lL;hts and brick 
end chiormeys all of v1hich is typical of antebellum architecture in 
Allegany County. In addition, the 8rowning House has a particularly well 
preserved groun of outbuildinqs. These include a barn, s~okehouse, tool 
sheds, a chickenhouse and a small builrling locaterl next to the main hou5e 
which ~as used as a slave quarters. 

The i:lro1-ming Farm House is in fair condition and retains much of its 
original fabric and appearance. The comparative size of the main house 
in addition to the number and size of the outbuilrlinqs anrl slave quarters 
all indicate not only a certain level of prosperity but tile fact that a 
fa~n such as Browning's would have remainerl a practically self-sufficient 
community. 

1. Allegany County Land Records 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson and Joan Baldwin 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 4/19/77 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National High1"1ay 777-5967 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La Vale 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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TITLE SEARCH 

Browning Frame House 
-mct \/illiams Road 
AL-Il-A-LJ76 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 345, Folio 226 
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Crantor: Thomas Perry, Trustee 
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F/175 
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