
STICKLEY HOUSE and BIG SPRING 

AL-II-A-078 
Murley's Branch Road 
ca. 1870 

The Stickley House basically con-

sists of a two story, three bay wide, 

"L" shaped frame structure. The house 

was probably constructed circa 1875 and 

is typical of rural farm architecture 

in Allegany County in the late 19th cen-

tury. 

The Big Spring is located only 

several yards west of the house and 

pours from the base of a limestone 

cliff. A small board and batten spring 

house is located adjacent to the mouth 

of the spring. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Stickley House and Sig Sprinq 
ANO/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

11urley' s Branch !\Dad 
CITY. IOWN 

Rush _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

'lary] and 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_QI STRICT _PUBLIC ----'l:iccuP1ED 

-2:eu1LOING(S) APRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

George W. Stickley 
STREET & NUMBER 

i'iurley's 3ranch Road Rt. 2 
CITY. TOWN 

[] j pt 0t ope _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
30 Washington Street 

r11mperl and 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

~GRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PAilK 

_EDUCATIONAL _c_.'\pRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : 478-2493 

STATE I Zl.p code 

Liber #: 338 
Folio #: 512 

STATE 

_FEDERAL --5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

~FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

I (. -~· . I /''! _..., :· 
- µ_ /, I_. I ., 

CHECK ONE 
y 
~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Stickley !louse and Big Spring is located on the east side of 
the \4illiams Road in Rush, Allegany County, near the Jamison Road inter-
SPction• 

The house basically consists of a two story, three bay wide, "L" 
shaped frame structure. A one story shed roof wing abuts the main block 
at the apex of the "L". The entire facade is covered with novelty siding 
and the frame is supported by a lo•" stone foundation. Windows in the 
structure include pegged, double hung 1"/ooden sash frames 1"i th two-over
two lights and ornamental pediments. The roof of the main block is 
riablerl and is covered 1"/ith rerlaced asphalt materials. Eaves of the 
roof exhibit boxed cornices ·,:ith a wide soffit and return ends. Orcular 
ventilators arc placed in the peaks of the 1Jahle ends. A single main 
entrance is located on the front northern side anrl features a replaced 
b10 panel door v.iith an ornamental pediment. A hipped roof hood is placer! 
over the entrance-1"/ay and is supported by square columns and brackets. 
A shed roof porch is located on the east side and is supported by four 
square columns. T~vo original brick chimneys are located to the interior 
of the house ""hile a replaced cement block chimney is located on the 
interior of the rear portion. 

A larqe spring is found on the property at the base of a li~estone 
cliff. A small board and batten spring house is built adjacent to the 
mouth of the sprinq. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

'ERIOD 

_PRE HfSTORI C 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

--1 600-1 699 

_1700-1799 

_jeoo-1e99 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW 

hGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

" ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

-COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Tne Stickely Hu.J;se is one of a ] arge gruur: of farms anr:I farmhouses 
locate.:! eL1st of Cu;,1'.Jerland near Flintstone. Tile house /las rroJa:::ily con
structed ca. 1275 anrl is tyl')ica] of rural architecture in ;'\lleqany County 
in the late 19th century. 

The_ house.is unusual in that it has a large sprinq on the nroperty 
11hici1 pours from the trnse of a limestone cliff. :.:ear the mouth of the 
s;wing i2 a board and batten sprinq houses. Outbuildings such as a srrinri 
house «lere necessities in that the far101 harl to maintain itself a3 a self
sufficicnt enivironment. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Alle(_)any County Land r;ecords Curliuerland, tlaryland 215u2 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John i~elson and Joan Bald1vin 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Surveym 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Hiahway 
CITY OR TOWN 

I a vale 

DATE 

4/26/77 
TELEPHONE 

777-5967 
STATE 

r1aryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



Stickley House 
t1urley's l3ranch Road, Rush 
AL-Il-A-078 

Allegany 
rirantee: 
Grantor: 
Notes: 

County Deed: Llber 
George W. Stickley 
Daisy D. Stotler 

Nortgace 368/215 

TITLE SEARCH 

338, Folio 512 
and wife Mary Date: Aug. 31, 1961 

Consideration: $6,000.00 plus $3,958.00 mortgage 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 334, Folio 564 
Grantee: Daisy D. Stotler Oate: May 23, 1961 
Grantor: Fred H. Anderson, Trustee Consideration: $4,000.00 

Alle~any County Deerl: Liber334, Folio 559 
Grantee: Fred H. Anderson Date: !fay 23, 1961 
Grantor: Daisy D. Stotler, Fannie F. Myers and John R. Myers Oate: 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 117, Folio 496 
Grantee: James\'/. Stickley and Charity Date: Nov. 22, 1915 
Granter: Addison G. McElfish and Adeline 
:\Jotes: Charity Stickley devised the property to Daisy Stotler and 

Fannie ! 1yers 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 113, Folio 532 
Grantee: Addison ikElfish Date: December 1, 1913 
Grantor: Charles and Lyndia Dunlap 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 104 Folio 114 
Grantee: Charles Dunlap Date: Dceember 31, 1908 
Grantor: Luther McElfish 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 62, Folio 488 
Grantee: Luther McElfish December 30, 1885 
Granter: James McHenry and William Price (Trustees) 



HJVE.t-l'l'GRY r:o . AL-II-A-078 

Dil'i'E : 4/26/77 

1m·cD:i·:i l l?G : D:ra~tic , modernt-:! , minor 

?!;~!-'.i~ CF l Rt:?E!lTY : Stickley House and Big Sprin 

H <..; , "iCN 01" !'l.'OPU:'l'Y: t·ll r ley 's Branch Road, Rush 

o:;H.?.C'i'J Ci·: 1J,/!-:J.J,ING F11~B:~: North 

338/512 
279 Acres 

~---------------------------------------------------------

George W. Stickley 478-2493 

Murley ' s a ranch Rt. 2 

Flints tone, tlaryland 21530 

.'.:TOtUl!.'> : 1( ) 2( X) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS : 1( ) 2( ) 3(X) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 

\iINGf', /'.DIJJ'J'IOII:> : Rear (southwest) shed roof w/aluminum siding 

Dwellinc; fihape: {square , cross, rectanP:ulG!r) "L" shaped 

WJ.l L Ct nsT~UCTICm : 

( X) 
( ) 
{ ) 
( ) 
{ ) 

F'W~I. :.: Bevel , clt:phoard , weatherbo«rd , wood 
Bone type- corir:;on, .:.:,,glish , FleniGh . 
Done: type- rubble , c:shlar (rl'ndom or 

Novelty 
shinr.leG , boai·d & bat ten ( tyrie?) 

.Gk etch variants . BjnCh: 
uror;i!. : regular) , quoins- :>lain , rusticated 
JCG 
C..ther: C"vcrinzs 

·.:1~JI I<'i:.,''fUI~ES : BE1T CLum:E, 1•11:.~·11 I.J . .:: , C'.I.'HE..~.S 

rccnm.~TlC!!.';: l'JGH , JO';:, HRICK, .iTCif".C:: 
'•11.Tl-!H T1.Bl.E : r-rc:rn;, ! : l·IN' P.::::VllF.D, !'( UL!Jl!;D u IHCK 

\·iJl!IXJ i;. , '.rHU; , SHUT'l'LR!,; : 1/1() 2/2(X) 6/G( ) 9/G() 9/9( ) other( ) 
pec:ced ( X) nailed ( ) wide ( ) nnrrow ( ) mitred ( ) pediment <x) 

EHTIV.I~C 11., IX..OW:>: LOCi'.TION : North 
H1~IW' ... 1ARE : oriE;inal( ) re!)l<lced( ) 
l"/\rl I ICHT , 1'1F i .. ·.u. , ;~rm; LIGHTS ' j J i.Irl 

2 hmeled, Vc.rticle, Tiorizontal Boards 

CCHLJ~E, Hi' ~m., F.t\V/'.!.: : (crown, fascio , soffit, bed) 

Pediment 

orir;in::l(>() replar.oed( ) R;: ftcr 1'nds , Modillions , Dentils , Frieze , 
/1rchi trcive 

HU~F: G;,fa I J-: ;;·Hon' G1 BJ .E Fl f PK ' !Ill ' ....'IJ~D ' I : w :1dm' G l· rmLJ, ' FL.!'1T, ' OP.i·l~HS ,/. 
;.;; 'I' t:l!Ji\I : HOod shinf.:les , slate , tin , asphalt origitial ( ) replc:tced (-X~)----

i'O:lC!lLS : SRJiT E CF PCOF - ~hed( X) hip( X) r:;•ble( ) 

m n : r R 2 r1.n ci: < x) 
ICC1 TI\! : Flush end( ) 

I - Ct! ..... e..f 8/.~k 

['J'CJ-:..:.( ) CGJ~rr J ;:.D( ) original( x) replaced (X) 
Incide end( ) Outside end( ) Centrcil( ) Interior (x) 

CH Jt.'.J: J.Y:: : 

'HC!l.~i: Doo.r and \:indow: reystone , Flat, ::er.;r.wnVil , .:iemicircular 

cc:r J:.:Ii'i'.) : 
Uc~ - rarm 
Sirnific~nce - Architecture 
l>cd .. e Conci..ructcd - 1870 ' s 
Condition - rair 



INlERIOH 

FLOOR PLAN : 

( ) Cli'\TRAL HALL : 
( ) SIDE 11>'\LL: 

l\10 rooms, each side; double parlor, one side 
One room deep, L\·10 rooms deep 

( ) IRREGULAR 

S 1 AIR\'/AYS : 

( ) ENCLOSCD : Single flight, two flighLs with landing 
( ) OPEN : Single flight, two flights - one landing, t hree flights - two landings 
( ) DOG-LEG 
( ) DOG-U .. G with \'111\:DERS 
( ) SPIRAL 
( ) ROUNDED 
( ) SYMMETRICAL DIVIDED FLIGHTS 

\·/ALL Flf\'ISH: 

( ) PLASTER 
( ) PANELED : original ; replaced 
( ) BOARD PAR TITION: baseboard , cornice, chair rail, wainscol 

FIREPLACES: 

NUMBER ----LOCATION : parallel lo walls , diagonal 
MANTCLS: 1·1ood mouldings , pilasters, columns, mnsonary , marble 

ODORS : paneled, board and balten, flush 
HARD\'IARE : original; replaced 

DOOR & WINDOW TRIM : 

( ) PLAIN 
( ) ARCHITRAVE 
( ) SYHMFTRIC \·1 ith CORN~R BLOCKS 
( ) FLUllO 
( ) FLUTCO with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHCD OPENINGS : eliplical, tudor 

NOTCS : 
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