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Form 10-300 UNITED ST~, t:S DEPARTME~H OF THE IN"'."ERIOR _;,]ATE: 

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE I·1aryland 
COUNTY· 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Allegany 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

~ 
ENTRY NUMBER I DATC 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) I 
p. NAME 

I I CDMM'.)No I 
~lichae 1 Cresap Eouse I 

I j AND OR HISTORIC: 

I Michael Cresap House 
~ION 
~EET ANC NUMBER; 

1

1 

_______ nort:___h_si_Sl_e ___ Qf Maip_ StrC?_ot_9t _ _juncti.QD_Qf Gr~_e_n__S-J2iln_g__B~ 
.:::::1TY or~ TOWN: 

Oldtown 
iSTATE CODE COUNTY: CC r_ F 

I Ma:;.:...-Ll=-=-:a~n:.::d:___ ________ .J.-..=2'""'4,___...___..:.A!..=l.,_,l""'e"""cr~.""a~'--------~_.._ ......... _ 
fi(:LASSI FICATION ----.-------------------,------~------

' 

ACCESSIBLE CATEGORY 

f 4. 

Oll'NE'RSHIP STATUS 
. TO THE PUBLIC tCheck One) 

f--~-----------+----------,---------------r-_-----·---+--Y-e-s-------:, 
Public Acquisition: }CJ Occupied ., 

Cl In Process I:.:::' Unoccupied x~ 
i _] Being Considered 1~J Preservation work , __ J 

in progress l_J No 

::J District }{.' Bui !ding " Public L' 
,, 

Site Structure l1\l Private J ·--
: Ob1cct :1 Both 

Restricted 

Unr~stricted 

~PRESENT USE (Cherk One or .'Hore a.<... Appropriate) 

i 
Agricultural I Government C=:J Park 

Ii Commercial ~.:::J Industrial c Private Residence 

Educational ' Mi litory f] Religious I' I , __ __; Ent~rtoinment ~:xi Mus.eum l-1 Scientific 

C Transportation :~Comments 

C Other (Specify) 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
! '.:·W~·~ER's r.J AME 

I Rev. Irving G. Allen 
I STREET AND NUMBER: 

I 

CITY OR TOV.N 

Oldtown 
--- -·-~-----

LOCATJON-OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

lCOuR0 TH OU s~a RlE; IS~~ o;: ~~l;d:T C-------. 

________________________ ___, 

I ST R EE T A r.J S N UM B ER: 

i St. John's 

;i...i 81 
I-' ' 
i-' ;; 
(L) -< 
u-
OJ 

TOWN: 51A1 L 
.C:.Qll[ege ,\venue 

.:ot 1 l 
I ::J 

'< 
Maryland Annapolis 24 

__J __ ---------

i 

1, 
j6. REPRESENTATION IN EX I .:_S T_:__:_:_I N.:....:G::....:.:SU::.:R..:..V:_E=..Y.:_S::___ _______________________ __.. 

IT1TLE OF SURVEY: 

l __ _;'la ry L:md I\cq is tcr 
·'''"' ,,,-.--"""'' 1970 
~ ~·,):..11()IJ1 I ()I .. :~u1~v1' l~I {_(ll·:li' ... 

I ' 
I 

I ! r ,.rl,..rol 

: ___ ~ __ 21arv-J and Iii stari._c .... a..._.l'--_'l~'.,.ru_s~t--

I ,,,,,[ 

z 

I 
I 

' 

: 1J 

c 
.sThi:E.E r Ar..iu NU1'..11:3~ R: 

I 94 College Avenue · ;J~ 
I coc E----:_ i. ~ 
Ga' ~I 

~:~! 

ISTATEo 

Harv land 



l\I,- Il-B-002 
:>....-

(Cl__c:i_EsC~l~_:r__!_0~1----------------------------- (z:J,~-:k-uncJ 
i : Exccll .. n! ! '\Y Good I I foir I I o .. tcriorotcd I I Ruin' I I Uncxpo>Pd 

CONDITION ·---.- ~h-Pck-0.;;)-------.-.·---J- - -----------(Ci1~-c~OuttJ-

lc me' "c rn c <'! mN' ~C:-:~·~~~- ~-,,-, ,;,..1i,;, ~:·;~'.;~, -, •n • N '" u n M•••d )( I Ou''""' '°" 
The :1ichael Cresap ilouse is located on the north side of 

\ ~ain Street and the junction of Green Spring Road, Oldtown, 
:-.1aryland. It is just north of the ChesapeaJ~e and Ohio Canal anc?. 

\the Potomac :River and south of t'.~e 'ilestern !1aryland RailroaC:: 
1 track and Maryland Route 53. 

The two-story fieldstone structure has a basement and an 
attic. The north. elevation was built against an alPlost pcrpen
uicuL::i.r slope in oruer to iJ.llow the orisiniJ.l streiJ.111 to flovJ 
through the basement. i'\s a rcsul t of its position the north wz:i l 
of the basenent is unc!erc;round and the first floor is at the 
hillside ground level on the north side. The south side first 
floor is the entrance into the baser:::ent. The building is t:uee 
bays wide with a central door on the first and second stories ofi 
the north facade. V'I 

On: the street (south) facade the basement ruay be entered 
from the yard level, while its back wall is underground, where 
the spring flows. A porch runs across the south facade of the 
first story, its floor gives shelter to the area over the base
ment doorway. 

The west gable-end wall is blank. The short interior 
chimney juts out of the tin roof not quite f~ush with the west 
gable end wall. 

Adjoining the house to the east is a two-story bricl: 
addition which is of 19th. century type 111aterials. 
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There are iron bars on the basement windows on the south 
facade which date from the period when the basement was used as j z 

;a jail. Some digging about this time in the interior of the west V'I 

wall in the baseDent, into the foundations of the chimney stack · 
revealed earlier masonry forms indicating an earlier firepl~ce 

0 

and chi~imey. 

On the upper floors, the present wood trim is of the late 
18th. century or early 19th. century type, indicating that the 

,principal rooms were remodeled. There is no interior doorway 
,between the old house and the newer brick addition. 

• In 1970 a "passage" was discovered which contained 18th. 
lcentury coins, sections of pipes and other artifacts. 

·'l'licrc Llr!_' Lwu .i11L1·rjor roon1:; u11 r:.:.icl1 ! luur <;f l l1r: 11:.iJ r1 

\building.· Finished in pL:1in s~yle, they liLive wiuc JJuorc.l fJuor:;. 

I · The Michael Crcsap house is owned by the l\cvcrl1nd lrvin<j 
!Allen, who purchased it in order to preserve the structure. Ile 
1--.cs installed a museum of period artifacts an·~- :-1aintains the 
1-
L__ __ _ (see continuation sheet 1) 
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(IL SIGNIFIC ... NCE '--
PERIOD (Chec'Jc One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 

0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(Sl (If Applicable and Known) circa 
AREAS OF SlGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal lD Educoti on 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

D Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

ex Architecture 0 Landscape 

II Art Ardutncture 

[J Commerce u L iteroturr 

0 Communications D Military 

0 Conservation D Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNlFICANCE 

LKi 18th c .. ntury 

[l 19th c .. ntury 

1764 

CJ Political 

D Religion/Phi-

losophy 

[J Science 

n Seu lpture 

I I Sot.101/lfumon-

itorion 

[] Theater 

[l T ronsportation 

MHT AL- II-B-002 

CJ 20th Century 

C1 Urban Planning 

~ Oth.,r (Speci I}') 

frontier 
development 

I 
I 

The Michael Cresap House was the home of the eighteenth J 
century frontiersman, Michael Cresap, (1742-1775). It is reput 

1 

ably the oldest extant building in Oldtown whose village histor~ 
dates to the seventeenth century. A Shawnee tribe had an Indiatj 
village there. 

I 
I 

In 17 41 Michael Cresap' s father Thon1as Cresap ( c. 1702-1790 ): 
a prominent frontiersman, founded Oldtown and built a fortified I 

trading- post and home. Until the establishment of Cumberland, I', 

).laryland, Oldtown was the only settlement in Maryland west of 
the Cononocheague Creek in 'iJashington County. 

Michael Cresap followed his father's example by building 
the extant structure as a trading post-home and by exploring 
the wilderness in search of sites for future settlement. Cresar: 
was one of the outstanding eighteenth century frontiersmen in 
lthe Ohio Valley although he is not a~ well known today as his 
contemporaries; Daniel Boone and George Rogers Clark. In 1774 
Cresap led an expedition to clear bottom lands of the Muskingum 
River for occupation. Strained relations with the Indians 
con~pounded tlle difficulties of Cresap' s fr on tier party. On at 
least two occasions he prevented his men from attacking. The 
~urder of a peaceful Indian family, far distant from Cresap and 
1is party, touched off Lord Dunmore's War (April-October 1774). 
resap served in the war as a captain in the Virginia militia; 

~e was a signatory of the peace treaty. 

I His stature as a leader is attested to by the fact that 
~estern Maryland volunteers at the beginning of the Revolution 
hose Michael Cresap to command them. In 1775 Cresap led these 

c1en to join the Continental Army at Boston, .Massachusettes, 
overing the 550 mile journey in twenty-two days--a remarkable 
wenty-five miles per day. Once in New England Cresap suffered 
relapse of an earlier illness which forced him to resign his 

onunand. He died in New York City on October 18, 1775, en
oute home. 

Cresap's home in Oldtown became the property of his widow. 
,f ter remarrying she convcyccJ it to Michael Cresap' s son-in- Ln;, 

(see continuation sheet 1) 



Allegany County Land 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

r.;J __________ ----------- --- - -- - -- -
L_,_O. GEOGRAPHICAL DAT A 

l I ,.. 111\11•1 A!JI • I I 1t,,, 1.1 J I JI )I •JI 1\q JlllA 1 I 

L·f-.Fll-.llNG A HlCTANGLL LCJC A 111,,,(,. THI_ l'hUI ., I· I 0 
I R I 

i'C :JhNER ;_ATlTUDE LONGITUDE 

I 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 " 0 " 
NE 0 " 0 " 
SE 0 " 0 . 

I 
''" 

0 . 0 . 

MHT 

~<ccords. Ilall of Records, 

. - -· 
I 

'" I 

-· 
Degrees 

39° 

(see continuation sheet l) 

-·· ·-
A 111LJl11 AN 11 I tlf...lt". 

tr J " ~ \ ~ 1111 I IJ 11 " I 

I ·-- .___, 
I I L JI• I t. {'I (JI~ I JIN f\ I I ··, 

or L t_~,'.J 1 H Ar 
'tlttJ 1 <)I A l'l/(11'1 1; I 'l_J 

..,i TFN ACRLS 
--------- ----

I LATITUDE LONG1 TUDL 

Minutes ~000;1 22' 3 0. 5-
Degrees Minutes Seconds 

7ff 36 ' 43 .. 

(11. FORM PREPARED BY ___ _ 

1·,~·•E "";1~,~~E Preston _Par_i_s_fi ~-~e-~p_e_~ of 
) 0 R G /... r-.1 ! z A T t ::..:: r·J 

L_:·lary~Ci~-~ ii~~-t:_~:r-_~c-~l Trust 

r-'iary 1 an_d_....::R_e-=--q'-i __ · c.:::.s....;t=.ce~r~---lc An I 

__ :U,L\2/_l_l_ -~i 
~57REE .... ANC ~-IUUBER 

94 College Avenue 
ic'n oR ~~·~apolis - -------- -51~~-:;:-~--_-M_a_r_y_l_a_n_0_, _____________ B 1 

'.1T5 r A TE u A 1 soN o FF 1 c ER c ER·11i=1c:~~T~!l_ = _ _jj__ ____ :...:N:._A....:r_:_1:..o..:..N:_A....:L::......:.R:...::E:...:G:...:1-=s_r-=E=-R--v-=E=-R...:.1_F...:.1-=c_A_r_1_o_N ___ -1 

As the 1..h:s1i-!_ndted Stat1..' L1ai~or1 (Hfh·er L)r the.: :--;~1-

l1onal H1sfonc Prt·s·_~rvation Act of ll)1,,, 'Puhli1· l.dW 

~0-/)Li5). I hert._b\' nun-;1na~c this propcrt:, fur inclu~-.,1(1n 

in thf' ~dti0n.a.l i.:;:t. • .._·1<~t1..'r <Jnd 1..:erttf\ th.it 1t h<is hPcn 

t-\·aludtt"'d o...1rcord1!1,_:, :..:_1 the 1..·rit'-~ri.i .nHi 11rocL·durcs Sf'\ 

fl)rth ln: !ht' ~.dt1'n.il P;.uk S1..·n·i, ~· 'l l1t· rv•·nmnwmh·cl 

N..il1CH13 l St<1te ·X I ,octi l 

~anw ( (,,, 11? 11:/J(! !~,( cf~;~' i 

Otlando Ridout IV I 

Tith: ~t_.;i.ts=_.LiA_i;:;on Off~i~c~e~r __ _ 

11/11/71 

I lwrvhy c<'rtify thnt this property to includ,·d in th.· 

( '/Jref, <>iJ1cc 0/ Ar•·f11..·olo('.\' nt'd l/1:-.;f11rtr l'r«·:,1·rv.if11Jn 

!,ate ----------------------

ATTEST: 

Ket·prr nf TIJ(' N.1t1onal 1?1·(;1.·:lt•r I 

I 

---- --------==--1 
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Form 10-3000 
(July 1969) 

UNITL, ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

Mll'l' l\i.-II-B-002 
_,/.ATE 

Maryland 
• COUNTY 

l\..llegany 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(c . . Sh ENTRY NUMBER I DATE ontmuat1on cct) 

r(~N~um~be=r~a~ll~e=n~trl~e-a):--~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~__l__~~~--~--~--1~-·~ 

#7. DCSCRIPTION 

building which attracts visitors from all over the nation. 

#8. SIGNIFICl\:tJCE 

Luther Martin (c. 1742-1826), first attorney general of the Stat~ 
of Maryland, and an eminent lawyer. Martin held the property for 
a short tiDe; he sold it to his brother-in-law, Jaraes Cresap. 

Luther Martin's association with Michael Cresap gained 
national notoriety in the 1790's. Thomas Jefferson in notes on 
the State of Virginia published an account of the murder of the 
Indian fa~ily that touched off Lord Dunmore's War naming Cresap 
as the culprit. Through several letters published in newspapers 
:lartin refuted Jefferson's story. The evidence completely e::-:on
erated Cresap although Jefferson never conceded. 

# 9. MAJOR BII3LIOGRAPIIICAL REFERENCES 

Clarkson, Paul S. and R. Samuel Jett .. Luther Martin of 
Maryland. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1970. 

Dictionary of American Biography. New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1930, IV, 538-539; 1933, XII, 343-345. 

Frederick County Probate Records. 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

Hall of Records, 

"General i:ashington, 'i·lhat a Pleasant Surprise!" Hercules 
!1ixer. Vol. II (1970), 33-35. 

Scharf, J. Thomas. 
a History of . . • 
Everts, 1882. 

History of Western Maryland. Being 
2 vols. Philadelphia: Louis rr:--~ 

\Jorks Progress Administration. Maryland, A Guide to the 
Old Line State. New York: Oxford Press 1940 

1. 
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UNITEOSTAlESOEPARlMtNl OF lHt INltf<IOf< HT 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE M 

HATIOHA :GISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
'-

p ROPE RTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type a ll entries - attach to or enclose with photograph} 

1. NAME 

1 - · ~Maryland 
fOUNTV 

Allegany AL-II-B-002 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

1--~~~~- ----~ 
ENTRV NUMBER DATE. 

coMMON: Mi ch ael Cre ~-~E_Ho_u_s_e _____________________ ___ ___. 
ANO oR H1sToR1c. Michael Cresa House 

t- 2. LOCATION 
STRECT ANO N UMBER: 

north side of Main Street at 
CITY OR TOWN , 

Oldtown 
STATE: COOi 

Maryland 

z 
?HOTO CREOIT: 

OAT£ OF" ?HOTO: a 
W EGATIVE F"ILEO AT: 

w 
4 

DESCRIBE VIEW OIRECTION, ETC 

South elevation 

-' 
~.~ 

•" I . 
. ' i .... 

I -• 

·unction of Green S 

C.OUNTV 

Allegany 

* I 

I 

001 
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12. 

13. 

14. 

·-
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 51 A.1 L . -IONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland 

MHT ,_ 

NATIONAL Rt:.~ISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
'-...........,. TY 

Al leganyAL-II-B- 002 
' l 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entr ies - attach to or enclose with photoaroph) 
ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 
NAME 

COMVON Michael Cresap House 
•ND OR HISTORIC: Michael Crcsap House 

LOC.A TION 
STREET AN O NUMBER: 

north side of Main Street at junction of Green Spring 
----- -- - -- --- - -----ncrmr-

CITY 011 TOWN . 
Oldtown 

STATE: I CODE lcouN TY: I CODE 

Maryland I 24 I Alleoanv 1001 
PHOTO REFERENCE 

PHOTO CREDIT: Nancv Miller 
OAT!: OF" PHOTO: snrina 1.9_2_0 
~ C.<:ATIV£ t='lt ED AT: 

Maryland Historical Trust, 94 College Avenue, Annapolis, Md . 
IQENTIFICATIGI -DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC 

North facade 



~· R. FIELD SHEET AL-Il-B-002 
Form 10-300 UNITE. ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

STATE: 

(Dec. 1968) • NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland 
cout. TY· 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Alleganv 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) I 
11. NAME 

COMMONS 

"Oldtewn Reuse History" or 
ANDIOR MISTORlC: 

The Michael Cre•ap House 
12. LOCATION 

j 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Main Street ••• The Old Hanc•ck Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Oldtown 
STATE I COOE lcouNTY: l CODE 

Maryland I l Allea:any I 
13. CLASSIFICATION 

V') 
CATEGORY 

STATUS I ACCESSIBLE OWNFRSHIP 
TO THE PUBLIC (Ch•ck One) 

z 
0 

~ Public -0 Public Acqui sl ti on: Occupied 
,....., Yes: District ,. Building '--' -

Site D Structure [ Privote .ii In Process D Unoccupied IX:; Restricted 11 

.... 
Bo1h 0 Being Con• idered 0 Preservation work Unrestricted c Object 0 In progress 0 No: ...J 

r u 
:::::::> 

PRESENT USE (Check On" or J\lore ea Appropriate) 

Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transpor tation c Comments 0 
0:::: c-m•rc:ial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) D 
.... Educ:atl anal D Military D Rel..g1ous 0 
V') 

El\tertalnmenf 0 Museum XI Scient i fic 0 
.. 

z 14. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNERS NAME: 

w 
Irvin All.en 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w Rt l Box l 
..,, CITY OR TOWN : I STATE I CODE .. ... 

Oldtnwn Marv l and I ,. 
-I 

Is. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Ill 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS ETC· 

Li be:r '.\J1 ::> Wn., i..... , 7J, T.R .l 11 ••anv ,,_ 
,,,,_\.,._~, -- _,, Courthouse 

STREET ANO NUMBER I - - ·--
COURTHOUSE 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE l CODE n 
0 

Cumberland M .. n .... 1 ,.. ..,..;:i I c 
z 

~ ti ... 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE 01" NOMINATED PROPERTY: ~ 

16. ~Ef?RESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITL.E oF suRvEY : Pa tent ~I }'-: !' .:::llo 268 from "Charles" ,LP ,or the I urovince o!' Hd . to John Charltnn -'O""" f!,.n,_n,,. 1 ... 1\Tnu 11 , 71 () 

OATE OF SURVEY: l 7ll0- England Ku Federal ;;! ~to te l:i;] County 0- Loco I 0 "' z 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: .L .• ere sap f'.rom J.Charleton(Deed) 1746 ... 

Tl :ll 0 Land records EEFollo 39 .l+O .41 < ;o 
z z 5TREET AND NUMBER: c ,, 

~lal 1 of R~co.rds Annapolis ~ .,. 
and Pr . Geo . County Lan d Rec . Q) c: "' I•"' CITY OR TOWN: lSTATE; T COOE '-- !.... m 

I 0 0 z > r ... -< l'1 



/.. L -11. -b-- 002- h. R FIELD SHEET 

F. PESCRf PTJON 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

Excellent D Good Iii Fair D Deteriorated D Ruins D Unexposed D 

I 
(Check One) (Check One) 

Altered i;J Unaltered D INTEGRITY 
Moved D Original Site 0 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The famous "Stone House Occupied by Michael Cresap 

over 200 years old still stands and is in good condition. 

It is intact enough for liTing quarters although 

it is now used as a museum. 

In 1780 a brick annex was attached "against" the st0ne 

house (three sides brick) and separate from The Stone house 

Trenches and part tunnels had to be filled to pretect 

the foundation,excape ramps and porches that were flimsy m 

had to be removed. The windows are not the original but 

the rest is still pretty much the same as beginning. 

The tin roof leaks slightly and this may not have 

been the original. As soon as enough is received maybe 

another roof will be put on. 

-----------~ -
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18· SIGN! FfCA.NCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian c 16th Century D 18th Century il 20th Century [] 

15th Century D 17th Century D 19th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) , 71.11 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aber iginal Education .iJ Political ~ Urban Planning ;:J I 

Prehistoric D Engineering D Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) c l 
Historic ~ Industry ---i losophy ex LJ 

i 
Agriculture ·~ Invention D Science D 
Art D Landscape Seu I pture D 
Commerce C' Architecture D Social/Human-

Communications D Literature D itarian XJ 
Conservation ,----, Military 0 Theater 0 ~ 

Music D Transportation D 
; 

1STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 
I 
I 

The oldest house in the Oldest town in Allegany county I 

Maryland. As Oldtown Md was an Indian "Town" on the trde reute 
and trading recorded as earlt as 1561 between Indians and i 

traders at the mouth ef the Potomac ri•er it is significant 
in being the historic spot Gf that Tawn. 

Hearth of the Famous Cresap Families headed by Thomas 
Cresap piQneer, and first white settler ef this western Md. 
fr~ntier. 

House was a meeting place ef the founders of this nation~ 
Cresa!, Washington,Jacobs, Asbury,and others •••• 

America's first president --here 
America's first Methodist Bishop 
America's first Troops to answer 

in this house befere hiking to 
Bottom room is the JAIL 

many times 
Asbury •• here 
Washington's 
BostGn Mass. 

many tL::es. 
call met here 

Owned ence by Cresaps son in law One of Md. first attorney 
General----Luther Martin 

Seat ef the Methodist socities or the 1700's 
Numer$US families have lived in this colonial home. 
From time to time the old house surrenders more of its past 

and this air of mystery calls us to a part ef it. 



N. R. FIE D SHEET -· Al~JB-002 
9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERL _es 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
1..ATITUOE ANO l..ON(;ITUOE COORDINATES 0 

1..ATITUOE ANO 1..0NGITUOI: COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGl..E l..OCATINC THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF l..EsS THAN ONE ACRE 

CORNER 1..ATITUOE l..ONGITUOE L.ATITUDE l..ONCITUDE 

Degrees Minures Seconds Degrees Minules Seconds De9rees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW 9 . . 0 . 

1..IST Al.I.. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERl..APPINC STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: COOE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : COOE 

STATE: COOE COUNTY: CODE 

11 l. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO TITl..E: 

Rev. Irvin G. Allen 
ORGANIZATION IOATE 

Oldtown's House of History 
STREET ANO NUMBEA 1 

Rt 1 Box 1 
CITY OR TOWN : STATE COOE 

01 jt :,w.: ~.arvlanc 21::;..::~ .. 12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAHON ., HATlONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the desi.gnaled SllHe Lia111on Officer for the Na· 

lional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereb~· nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

1n the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according lo the cnteria and procecli res set 

forth by lhe Nal1onal Park Service. The recommended 

level of s1gn1hcance of this nom1nat1on is: 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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1. ST A TE Maryland r 
COUNTY Al.legaJ\V 
TOll'N GldtCWD VICINITY 

sTREET No .iain Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER Michael Oresap 
0R1G1NAL usE Hoes 
PRESENT OWNER Rav. Irvin Allen 
p RESENT u SE I;uscum 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Native stone 
NO. OF STORIES 1'bree 

HIS .C AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVHHORY IL - I g 
2. NAME HICHAEL CRESl.P HOt.5E 

DA TE OR PERIOD 1764 
STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER ,l•:1cbael Oresap 
3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4, NOTABLE FEATURt:S, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND OFSCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

By apr o:i.ntmnt 

The Michael Cresap house is built of natl ve stooo, froc hal.1' ton to half 
pound. Two rooma on first noor, wo bedrooms on aecond noor With ramp 
to the outside. Fireplaces in every isoam. Basemnt uaed as a jail. 
Timbers ware -eut, bored, and pegged. All.mtal bi~s ... made by hand. 
In 1781, t.ho :year Michael' s widow married Rev. Jaccibs, a two-story brick 
addition vu built. Miclaacl Creaap fought in the ninmmore•s War against 
the Indians, Captain ot a canpaey of niaore•a troops. He was a ai.gner 
Of "Donmore Treaey0 in O::t. U7u. li3 engaged in ext.ensi w roa.d-buildi~ 
am forest-cl.Bari~ v;est of Fart Cwnberl.am. Michael Cresap was captain 
at the first Maryland troops to join uhir:gton•s Arrq in the C8rlbrldge 
Cmtl>aign. He 1.8 buried,witb Dl1.litar,y honors,, in 1.'rin:l:ey Churchyard, New 
York Ciey • 

George \>!aahington was a Visitor to the Michael Cresap Houso. In Oeorge 
l~asbi~ton•s Journal, be stat.ed that he bad s~d at the Cresap House. 
Aug, 19LB issue Nat.ional Oeorgraphio Magazire - "On tha main Street 
standB the still inhabited Crasap house, a large two-story stone dwelling 
built about 17~ by Michael, the :trontiersrnan•s youngest son. I wa8 
told the basement bad orx:e been U88d as a jail duri~ the Indian \-Jars. 
For the unfortunate Braddock, Oldtwwn was a rendezvows pOint on his 
Wilderness march toward Fart Duquesm. 

S. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~T~UCTURE Endanger•d 

6. LOCA TIO~ MAP (Pion Optloncrl) 

3 PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title. Pcrges) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, !'TC 

, 
1aabington' 8 Journal 

History or the Cresaps 
Interview Vi th Rev. Allen 
Alleg&J\Y Cowicy Court Records 

Interior Good Exterior F•'f,.. 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

19. NAME, ADDRESS ANO Tl TLE CtF RECOROE R 

Hrs. • illiam E. Hi.nl<le (Helen Straw) 
Box 228 Hinkle Road, Route 2 
Cumberland, .:aryl.and 21502 

':pie-". b.L~ "J. /J/1'11//tl.nJ J/1.s-11 t- ,;"( l,.u ~ f 

DA TE OF RECORD August 1970 

• .· 
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Maryland 
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1. STATE 

COUNTY 

TOWN 

STREET NO. 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

VICINITY 

HISTORIC 

f\L ·le! 

RICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
INVENTORY 

2. NAME Cresap House 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNI FICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 
llJ 
N 
;;:; 
w 
~ 
< 

( 18A .) Cresap House 
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In 1764, Michael Cresap, the youngest son of Colonel Thomas Cresap, 
and his wife, Mary, built the original stone house in Oldtown on Main Street 
at the junction of Greenspring Road . The older portion of the building, 
which is two hundred years old, is made of beautiful native .fieldstone 
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and has a basement, main floor, second floor, and large attic, probably used 
originally as sleeping quarters . Each level has two large rooms with wide 
board floors and winding stairs leading to the next level . The old house at 
one time had its own spring and various outbuildings . The basement windows 
still contain the bars that enabled it to serve as a town jail in early days . 
In 1781 Mary leased the property and the new proprietor built an almost identical 
brick addition to the original stone structure . There is no access between the 

' 

two houses on the inside . The house is now unoccupied and is in partly 
dilapidated condition, but its present owner, Mr . Irvin G. Allen, has filled 
it with antiques and other relics which are of the same era as the house . 
Furthermore, Mr. Allen is interested in selling the house to anyone interested 
in restoring it to its original condition. Early action is recommended to 
save this important relic. 

S. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF HRUCTURE Endangered Interior Exterior 
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