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Shawnee Old Fields Village Site 
(King Opessa's Town, Old Town, South Branch Site) 
Southeast of Cumberland 
Cumberland 
Private 

Late Woodland/Contact Periods 

This large village site, long collected by local artifact hunters, was investigated in 1974, revealing 
Late Woodland and Contact period artifacts. An area between the site itself and the river's edge may be the 
location of a number of short-term camps, dispersed horticulturalist dwelling units, or both. 

The village is believed to have been the home of King Opessa, a Shawnee leader who accepted 
and protected runaway slaves and convicts. The site represents the first confirmed archeological 
manifestation of the several historically documented Shawnee villages in Maryland. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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