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LOCK HOUSE #71 and LIFT LOCK
C & 0 Canal at Oldtown
1845

Lock Housge #71 is one of 75 lock houses
located along the C & O Canal. It is a rectangu=
lar frame building covered with bevel siding and
was originally used to house a locktender and his
family, The house is located next to Lift Lock

#71 for it was the locktender's job to maintain

and operate his respective lock.
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Lift Lock Houses along the C & @ Canal were built to house the
locktender and his family. The locktender was on call 24 hours a day and
his job was to maintain and operate his respective lock. 74 locks were
built along the 184 mile canal to ascend the 609 foot rise from George-
town to Cumberland. The canal opened for navigation to Cumberland on
October 10, 1850, so the lock houses in Allegany County were probably
built in the late 1840's. !

The locktender's salary was only 525,00 a month, but he was
granted the lock house to live in and an acre of land for a garden. Many
of them also had hogs, chickens, or a cow or two that would also graze
on the land.

If a boat approached at night, it was necessary to arouse the
locktender. When near the lock, the mule driver would loudly chant, "Lock
ready == Lock ready == Hey == ey == ey, Lock!"Y, and the steersman in the
back of the back of the boat would sound off a bugle. The locktender would
then signal with a lantern as to whether or not the lock was ready to enter.
It took ten to fifteen minutes for a canal boat to clear the lock with the
help of the boat crew as well as the locktender. This same system was
used for all of the 74 years the canal was in operation.2

The canal ceased operation in 1924, and many of the locktenders
remained in the houses until they found other jobs. Construction materials
of lift-lock houses in Allegany County include frame and log with stone
foundations. Their use is now limited in this county to public viewing
in the C & 0 Park areas, although specific entrance into them is restricted.

1. History of Western Maryland, Scharf: Everts Pub, Co., Philadelphia,
1882, p. 712
2. Wolfe George, I Drove Mules on the C & O Canal, Dover Graphic Co.,
- Dover, 1969, p. 51
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __121.75 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
PAIRE/RhsLE: John Nelson, Joan Baldwin, & Steve Beale
Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 9/1/76
ORGANIZATION DATE
STREET & NUMBER : TELEPHONE
507 National Highway 777-8991
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Lavale Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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REVCDEI ING: Drastic, moderate, [minor )
# 'ﬁ" f )[' » f f,
NAME CF FRCPERTY: b e /( A/ B ke 7/ L, P e

LOGATICH OF PROPERTY: /4/0 o w2 . O/J foxsm
DIRXCTION DWELLING FACES: {Qo,‘_ﬂ_ L
NAME OF OWNER: Notioiond . dove il Lt s
ADDRESS: O, St Rofrosen, (8%~ — ) FHe-Sk.
\Washiagtene D.C Ro)— 343 ~lloo
STORIES: 1( ) 20 3( ) 4C ) 5( ) 6( ) Bays: 1( ) 2( ) 36X 4C ) 5C ) 6( ) 7¢ ) ()

WINGS, ADDITICOHS:

Dwelling Shape: (sguare, cross,(rééﬂa_ngula;)

WAIL CONSTEUCTION:

FrilE: (Bevely elapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?)
BRICK: Bond type- common, Inglish, Flemish. OCketch variants.

STONE: Bond type- rubble, sshlar (random or reguler), quoins-plain, rusticated

10G
Cther: Coverings

WALL FEATURES: BELT CCURSE, PILASIY
FUUNDATICHS: HIGH, (10D, PRICK, QIC
1

WATER T/BLE: NCNE, (PLA SEVELED, MOULDED BRICK

NN NN
uuvu&

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTLRS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( )
parded pegged () nailed( ) wide ( ) narrow ( ) mitred ( ) pediment ( )

ENTRINCE, DOORS: LOCATION: _
HARDWARE: original(v) replaced( i -
FAN LIGHT, TRANSCHM, SIDE LIGHTS,
Paneled, Werticl erizontal Boards
€ [e
CCRMIUVE, BARGE, FAVES: (crown, fascia,@‘g’gff_"m bed)
original( ) vreplaced( ) Rafter Fnds, Modillions, Dentils, Frieze,
Architrave

RGOF: GAELE FRONT, (G/BILE FLANK) HIP, SHED, I'ANGARD, GZMPREL, FLAT, DORMERS 4
HATERIAL: wood shingles, slate,@ asphalt  original( ) replaced( )
PORCHES: SHALE CF ROCF - shedG/f hip( ) gable( )

CHIMIFYZ: MNUMBER & PRICK(.Y , STONk( ) CORBELED(-) original(~) replaced ( )
LOC/TICI: Flush end('/f Inside end( ) Cutside end( ) Central( ) Interior ( )

ADCHES: Door and window: FKeystone, Jegmental , Jemicircular
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Key points regarding interior architecture.

1.

5.

“loor plan

/:\ l._, i "[ ) (ﬂl Lo L e

"No through hall--How many rooms long and deep?

Where is stairway?

Straight or w1nd1ng°

- With through hall--Rcoms on both sides? How many?
Rooms on one side only?

Is stair in through hall?

Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing

How many? Curved.

If not in hall, where is stair?

How many?

Wall finish: plaster, paneled, board partition

Note presence of chair rail,

Fireplaces: -How many?

corner?

cornice, etc.

Parallel to walls or diagonal in

Mantels: wood—-mouldlngs. pilasters, columns

masonry--marble(what color?

), brick

Doors: on the inside of exterior doors, note the presence of
applied flush boards and their direction (diagonal, vertical,
In general are doors paneled or ledge or other?

horizontal).

Door and window trim: plain, architrave; fluted, reeded;

pilasters

Kitchen: Where is original if extant or
large fireplace)? Separate building;
dwelling: within principal dwelling?

of the above?
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