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OLDTOWH AQUEDUCT 
Seve~ S?rings Ru~ 
Oldtown, Marylax:d 
1845 

The 01 dtown Aqueduct or Aqueduct fftll was 

probably built in the early 184Q ' s arid was used 

to ca::r 'f the Canal oci-oss Seven Sp·~inr,s Run . It 

is one of twelve aqueducts which were huil t alor.g 

the C & 0 Canal . Aqueduct #11 was constructed 

from larsc blorks of sandstone which were brought 

to the site ar.d then cut , fitted and set in place. 

It consists of a semi- elliptical arch approximately 

2 feet in width with a keystone . A wrought iron 

fence originally stood along the tow path. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Aqueduct #11 is located on the C & 0 Canal over Seven 
Springs Run near Oldtown, Allegnny County . 

Aqueduct #11 was built using a combination of lime
stone and sandstone. It consists of a semi- elliptical arch 
with a keystone approximately 20 feet in width. A wrought iron 
hand made fence originally stood along the towpath. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_ PHILOSOPHY 
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.X TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER <SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Oldtown Aqueduct or Aqueduct #11 was probably built 
in the early 1840 ' s and was used to carry the canal across Se11en 
Springs Run . It is one of approximately t1~elve aqueducts which 
were built along the C & 0 Can~l . Aqueduct #11 was constru~ted 
from large blocks of sandstone which were brough t to the s i te and 
then cut, fitted and set i n place. A perfect fit was of utmost 
importance since mortar could not be depended upon . The majority 
of the work on the aqueducts as well as other sites along the 
Canal was done by Irish Stone Masons •1 

1 George Hooper Wolf , I Drove Mules on the C & O Canal , (Dover , 
Delaware: Dover Graphic Associates , 1970) p . 25 and 29 . 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany liounty Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~AF.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 121. 75 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNiY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelaon, Steve Beale, Joan Baldwin 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic ~ites Survey 9/1/76 
STREET I!< NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-8991 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

"'umber land : .• aryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis , Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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Key points regarding interior architecture. 
. . 

1. Floor plan 
· No through hall--How many rooms long and deep? 

Where is stairway? Straight qr win(iing? 

With through hall--Rooms on both sides? How many? 
Rooms on one side only? How many? 
Is stair in throu~h hall? 

Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing 
How many? Curved. 

If not in hall, where is stair? 

2. Wall finish: plaster, paneled, board partit~on • 
Note presence of chair rail, cornice, etc. 

:3· Fireplacesa -How many? Parallel to walls or diagonal in 
corner? 
Mantelsa wood--mouldings, pilasters, columns 

masonry--marble(what color? ), brick 

3. Doorss on the inside of exterior doors, note the presence of 
applied flush boards and their direction (diagonal, vertical, 
horizontal). In general are doors paneled or ledge or other? 

4. Door and window trim: plain, architrave; fluted, reeded: 
pilasters 

5. Kitchens Where is original if extant or knovm (marked by very 
large fireplace)~ Separate building; wing to principal 
dwelling; within principal dwelling? On which floor of any 
of the above? 
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