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The Doolan Frame House, located on 

Mai""l Street in Oldtown, is a tYPical ex-

ample of rural architecture in Allegany 

County . As such it is a two story, three 

baJ wide ''L" shaped frame building covered 

in weatherboard . Also typical o f homes 

built in the vernacular tradition are the 

small circular ventilators which ornament 

the gable ends . In the early 20th Century, 

the Doolan House was remodeled with the 

addition of a counnercial fro~t on the 

facade of the building in order to fac-ili-

tate its use as a store . This addition 

has since been removed and the house is 

now used as a private residence . 
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Maryland 
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CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ..:XOccu PIED 

X.BUILOING(S) 'LPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED 

.XNO 

d°OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Agnes Doolan 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main Street 
CITY TOWN 

Oldtown _x_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY Of DEEDS. ETC. Allegany Countv Courthouse 
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30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland, 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 
Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA~k 

_EDUCATIONAL .XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

--ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 
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Maryland 
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STATE 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_ EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

.XFAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORA TEO 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

.XUNALTEREO 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

..XORIGINAL SITE 
-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Doolan Frame House is located just west of the inter
section of Greensprings Road and Main Street in Oldtown, Allegany 
CountyJ On H.c Nerfi... ~~cle. qf' 11-e.. sf~~et, 

The Doolan House is a two story, three bay wide ''L" shaped 
frame building . It is covered in weatherboard and supported by a low 
stone foundation with a plain water table. The windows are one over 
one lights with wooden trim and cornices. The roof is gabled and co
vered with tin . Small circular ventilaters ornament the gables. The 
northern gable is ornamented by a barge board. The main entrance is 
located on the south side and is verticle panaled with a transom light . 
A three bay wide porch covers the main entrance. The porch has a hipped 
roof which is supported by Roman Doric columns. The entire porch is sup 
~orted by four brick supports. The building has two original brick chim
neys located on the inside end and the interior of the residence. 

The house is in fair condition and retains most of its ori
ginal fabric and appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Doolan Houce, located on Main Street in Oldtown, is a 
typical example of rural architecture in Allegany Cou ty. ln all 
probability it was constructed in the latter half of the 19th Cen
tur;. Like numerous othe;: houses in the county it is two stories 
high , three bays wide with a gabled roof. Also t)'pical of homes 
built in the vernacular tradition are the two circular ventilaters 
located in the gable ends. 

In the early 20th Century the Doolan House was remodeled by 
the addition of comme~cial front on the main facade of t he buildins 
in order to facilitate its use as a store. This hns since been re
tnO"\•ed.l 

1 
Interview with Rev. Irving Allen, Oldtmm, Historian 9/14/76 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
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John Nelson, Joan Bal dwin , & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany Cou nt y Historic Sites Survey 
STREET 81 NUMBER 

5 '7 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

LaVale , 

DATE 

9/1 /76 
TELEPHONE 

777- 8991 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Sec tion 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical. Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267- 1438 
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