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NIXON BRICK HOUSE
Main Street
Oldtown, Maryland
Early 19th Century

The Nixon Brick House is an example
of late Federal architecture in Allegany
County, The building is of large rectangu-
lar shape and is two and a half stories tall
and five bays wide. The walls are made of
brick laid in Flemish bond, which is uncom=
mon in Allegany County. Boxed cornices
and returns are present with the gabled
roof. The foundation is also unique in
that it is low brick and not low stone.
Original windows are found on the east side
of the structure, and they are double hung
wooden sash frames with six over six lights

and plain trim; most of the other windows

are replaced ones.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The ¥ixon Brick House is located on Main Street in 0Oldtowm,
Allegany County on the north side of the street, west of Greensprings
Road.

The Nixon House is a large rectangular structure that is -
two and a half stories high and five bays wide. The building is con=-
structed of brick laid in Flemish Bond. The roof is gabled with a
boxed cornice and returns; and is covered with tar covered woonden
shingles. The entire structure rests on a low brick foundation.
Windows in the building (the majority of which have been replaced)
have double hung wooden sash frames and a combination of six over
sox and one over one lights, The majority of windows are topped
by flat structural arches. The main entrance, which is located on
the southern face of the building, is a verticle paneled door with
a transom and replaced hardware. It is covered by a hipped roof
three bay end porch which is supported by Poman Doric columns which
rest on cement block supports. A second entrance is located on the
northern face of the building and is part of a frame shed roof addi-
tion which abuts the main facade. The building has a single brick
chimney located at the flush end of one gable.

Structurally, the building is sound; however, it has been 3
altered somewhat from its original appearance.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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_STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although somewhat altered from its original appearance,
the Nixon Brick House is an example of late Federal architecture
in Allegany County. The earliest recorded land transaction for
the house is dated 1849 when it was sold by trustee for Daniel
Lantz. The Allegany County Land Records indicate that Lantz had
to have purchased the prior to 1824,% and according to Scharf's
History of Western Maryland, "The Lantz family settled here at
an early date, and built in 1811 a large brick house."? Archi-
tecturally, the house has all the earmarks of a Federal building
including original Flemish Bonding, six over six lights, and a
gabled roof with wooden shingles.

—
At present the house has been converted to apartments
and as a regult its facade has been altered somewhat.
; Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland
Scharf, History of Western Maryland, (Baltimore Regional Pub-
lishing Co. 1968) p. 1459
"

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 50 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

[IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY =
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
John Nelson, .joan Baldwin, and Steve Beale
ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 9/1/76
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
507 National Highway 777=-3991
CITY OR TOWN STATE
LaVale, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438 -
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