
AMI CK LOG HOUSE 

AL-II-B-034 
Maniford Road, Oldtown 
ca. 1825 

The Amick House is a good example of 

what is known as a "saddle bag" log house. 

As such, it is a two story, three bay wide, 

rectangular log structure that is divided 

in half by a massive stone chimney. In 

effect, the Amick House consists of two 

log cabins built side by side so as to 

utilize this common chimney. Typically, 

the house has two front doors, both of 

which are covered by a three bay end porch. 

The Amick House is in fair condition and 

is typical of a more sophisticated type of 

log dwelling found in Allegany County. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Amick Log Rouse is located on the Maniford Road, 1.5 miles 
north of Route 51 in Allegany County. 

The Amick House is a two story, three bay wide, rectangular log 
structure. It is divided in half by a massive stone chimney which 
provides fireplaces for both sections of the building. The roof of 
the house is gabled and is covered with tin. The windows are a com
bination of six over six and six over three lights with plain pegged 
trim. Main entrances are located on the northern side and feature 
paneled doors with original hardware. A three bay end porch covers 
both entrances. 

The Amick Log Rouse is in fair condition and retains almost all 
of its original fabric and appearance. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Although the land on which the Amick House stands was granted 
to William Deakins on April 14, 1784} the exact date on which the 
house was constructed i$1ot known. Architecturally, the house is 
a good example of what is known as a "saddlebag" log house. The 
"saddlebag" is a variant of the two-unit log dwelling in which two 
cabins were built close together so as to utilize a common chimney. 
This eliminated a need to build two fireplaces and two chimneys. 
Typically, the Amick Rouse has two front doors and is one room deep 
and two stories high. 

that one reason 
It has been suggested:it was necessary to build a saddlebag 

log house is that the maximum length of single logs was rarely more 
than 24 to 30 feet; after that the logs bagan to taper. Thus.by 
constructing two log buildings side by side the builder obtained 
the length desired with out having to splice logs together. 2 

The Amick Log House is in fair condition and is typical of a 
more sophisticated type of log dwelling found in Allegany County. 

1 Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 
2 C. A. Weslager, The Log Cabin in America. (New Brunswick, New 

Jersey: Rotgers University Press, 1969) p. 72 & 74. 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 
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John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
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Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
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507 National Highway 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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TITLE SEARCH 

Amick Log 

Allegany County Deed, Liber 431, Folio 359 
grantee: Chester Amick 
grantor: Chester Amick 
June 16, 1969 

Allegany County Deed, Liber 168, Folio 254 
grantee: Chester Amick 
grantof: Willie M. Hartley, et. ux. 
September 2, 1932 
Consideration: $500.00 

Allegany County Deed, Liber 149, Folio 289 
grantee: Willie M. Hartley 
grantor: Riley Hartley 
November 5, 1924 
Consideration: $500.00 

Allegany County Deed, Liber 18, Folio 8 
grantee: Riley Hartley 
grantor: John Hartley 
August 12, 1858 
Consideration: $200.00 

''Horse Pasture Resurveyed" 

Land 175 acres originally granted to William Deakins on April 14, 1784. 
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