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ADDENDA 

In 1984 the Department of Patural Resources contracted 

with Joe Getty to conduct a follow-up survey of selected 

historic properties on DNR lands. DNR funded the field 

survey and photography but did not prepare finished copy. 

The attached photocopy pages were forwarded to the 

Maryland Historical Trust to supplement existing files. 

All original material and photographs remain in the possession 

of the Department of Natural Resources under the supervision 

of Ross Kimmel (x3771). 



DRAFT--Morrison Barn 

Th2 ~t:ir-rison Barn is a large framtc' bank barn elating from the lat"' 

nineteent1: ce11tury. The vertical siding of the barn has been removed so 

that the '.~tructurc stands now as a exposed frame structure /~ a sanrstune 
'-./ 

founJation. 
.r-e_-' 

The original barn was forty by eighty feet and the fo~_,bay \-.as 

extended through an addition of two stories that extended twenty-four feet 

on the west facade. The structure had a gable roof covered Jn sheet metal. 

Tra<liti•.)na !-~~ late nineteenth century construction methods for barns are used 

in this structu-ce. 

Thi~ Mnrr Lson Barn is part of a farm· property that once stood off 

,,...., r 
the Old X•J~n Ho3d in Greenridge State Forest. The site is located about two 

"--~ It 

and one ·1u l f l•ii I c'.S northecist of Old- 7own. /is on the eastern s1ope of Stratford 
r . ~ ....., 
''"' { f' 1.:t M!,t 

Ridge an cl t lt-· L4rf+i Farm was a fairl_t lt:-vel site along Town 
t.l 1 cT 

Creek. 

The Barn was partty farm complex that has since been der.10lishE'.d. 
f, 

Th<::> haru i ::-; U1ee only structure remaining of what included a sandstone farmhouSE'. 

and a sep-1ratP s::!ndstone springhouse. The foundatLon of the barn is built 
Ct '\'Pf--'i:' ,fly 

of e}rl::8 yel 1nr,,-ish sandstone which. was found £' ~ +y in the immediate vicinity 
I\ 

of the building site. The stone is easily shaped and foundation consists of 

square blocks with ftk~ thin mortar joints. 

With the vertical siding of the b<Hn removed.> except for that 

·~...._ .\.i ->;~..). 
framing of the bai·n is ~+==L-Gt <: '::·-:. The fr00li~lb 

in the 

..,"'II' .. ~+-.-.,~ 
..._-, _,'" "--" L'-Lll 

t~.Jl.) gdL]t:·_,._...;;~t:, th'2 

pr .. (..~- -l. 

rfiill'le "'°"rn-" i;.Ji::-t used frequently in late nineteenth century barn construction. 

It C(>w: L; t .-; of eight-- i.n::h by eight-ind1 posts that are mortiseJ and u~nonJto 
•4 

The interior posts support principle p-rlins that 

care, :.:. 1,J· 1 <:<"·'Til''ll r;;ftf'r roof. Th<o~ ir.t:2r·i:Jr frami.ng system is frequently 

s1;1;;-.-,.-tc_d ,.:Uh r:ornc•r bracing of the fr-;u,ling system and several framing 

f II 
! 0 'll~,,,.:;.. 

sec tiou:; i.,tv' corner bracing both at the hot tofil and upper corners. As sor;ietirne·; 



I>RAFT--Horrison Barn 

the case in these framing systems, 1~ the Norrison Barn ~ cornrnon r-iftc rs :ire 

'11'\J 
tied into ~ ridge pole. The main floor of the barn has r;mdom len;;th r..r, ;.;idth 

hardwood flooring. The ground level of the barn is sectionerl off into st2lls 

of which c:1Ly the partitions and feeding troughs remain. 

Th,J addition on the four bay side of the barn appc'ars to date from the 

early twentieth century. An early photograph shows that this was a tw() 

story sectinn. Remaining on the ground level is some evidence of the h:iyracks 

and st al 1 arr;rngement. 



Ma~yland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

r 

1. ~~ame {indicate preferred name} 

historic 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number w<.c,\ <:>1J.t <Jt ()lj ~~'1 kc1t.J 
city, to\"n Ol A 'nu:'\.\. _kvicinlty of 

state r\ l.l•> t \,~J county 

Calegory 
_district 
~bulldlng(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 

r _ o bject 

Owrtt-ntiip 
~public 
_ privJle 
_ hoth 
Public Acquisition 
_ In process 
- l>el 19 considered 
_not applicable 

Status 
_ occupied 
~ unoccupied 
_ work In progress 
Accessible 
_L!:_ yes: re!>tricted 
_ yes: unrestrictell 
_ no 

survey Mo. AL-JI, B 12 7 

Magi No . 

OOE _yes no 

congression;il district 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ governmen1 
_ industrial 
_ military 

_ not for publication 

si~-t; 

_ museum 
_ park 

- --

_ private residence 
__ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation --=- other: "1'1U--

4. Owner of !Property (give names and mailing addresses of a11 owners) 

_name __ ~jJ ,f ~JJ _ _Qt..·~--------=
'\ le'> ~l.L 6t,_,_ ~ street & number 

city, town Q-,111x.l :s state and 

S c L~~:!!fun of legal Descriptio!'! 

telephone no.: 16 q ) 71 / 

zip code f11) ?,.(\/{) l 
--=,.,...-~ 

courtnou ... '9g1Str/ of deeJe, etc. Al l..89 (,. ~i-~_~_l-_~_.....,_--__________ l ..;;:ibe---::..r-'-----

atreet & numbf'_ , _ _ _____ -"u-~ ·~~~-~-~-1\U..--_\-, ___________ f_o_l_io _ ___ _ 

city, tow1"I Ct-~U state 

&. Re resentation in Existi11g Historical Surveys 

·-v tJ 12_ s~~-;- __________________ _ 
(, 'o.~ ~)t--}~~7~1....._ ____ ____ ___ -_-=._fed_ er_a_I _X---_ _ st_at_e_-=.=_c_o_u_nt...;;..y ____ local 

depositor/ fo<Su<vey mo••• J),~~· 4 j),._ U 'l?u,,~ 
city, town ~~e_L_~ ______________ s_~_te_J1_0 ___ ___ _ 

ti tie 

!hte 

' 



7. Descripiion 

Condition 
- excellent 
___ good 

~-fair 

K deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 

Y altered 

Survey ::o. 

Check one 
~ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Prepare both a suD.i.~ary paragraph and a general description of the resource 2n<l its 
various elements as it exists today. 

p. 

_{_ 

. ·! 

·1 s 
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-~ c 
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J 
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I'; 



a .. ·Significance Surv~y No. AL -JI. 8 -IL/ 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
-- 1500-1599 
-- 1500-1699 
__ 17\J0-17S9 

"'-- 1800-1899 
__ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning --. landscape archi1e<::ture __ re!~gicr-. 
___ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
-~°--- agriculture __ economics __ liter:tture __ sculpture 
/ architecture __ education __ military __ sociali 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanita,ian 
_____ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
___ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ Invention __ other {specify) 

Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A - B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both d summary paragraph of significance and a gen~ral statement of history and 
support. 

' 
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; 
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I 
t 

I 
! 

I 



9.. ~lajor Bibliographical References Survey No. AL-Jl-b-12 -l 

10.. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name--· Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALLJ I I I I I I I I I 8 W I I 1 I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ Lu.___..1__..__. ..... 1 1 , 1 oLLJ ~I ~1-1-4.~~I ~! .1-1-~-'---'-~ 
E L.U I I I I LL_..__I _._... __ _ F L.i_J I I I L-1 ~__.___ ...... ........, 

GUj I I l I I I I HL.i_j I I I I I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and cowiti~s for properties overlap"~ng stale or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

name/title '"'1:( {:;it~ 
..,,.:~,.u;:- -Ii_ff~;/_ )),. ~~l Dv .. ~,. •••• 0~1 1_'ff>_y-l--·----

street & numb~r ~~~~ ~J>-L~ j ~rr~~ .¥:L-\c telephone '1t1- ~ 7/ r 

city or tow11 f+~--1:Qt.l l __ ·_~ ______________ s_t_at_e_l't_D ____________ _ 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of tAaryland, Article 41, Se!::tion l8! l{ .. .\., 1974 supple:nent. 

The tiucvey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposeb only and do not constitute any infringement of 
inJivi<lual property rights. 

retur: .. 1 
&....- • 
~- ,_, . Maryland Historical Tn1st 

Shaw Huuse 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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AL--II.- 6- 1 'Z.. 7 
GREEN RIDGE STATE FOREST 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST U.S.G.S. Oldtown Quad 
DNR #32-36 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Fred Morrison Complex 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Green Ridge State Forest 2~ miles northeast of Oldtown 
CITY. TOWN 

01 dtown VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 
24 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_BUILDING(Sl _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Maryland Department of Natural Resources 

STREET & NUMBER 

Taylor Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapo l is _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDs,ETc. Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Al J egan~' 001 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Buildings used for storage & 
Te~~:tlb~l#~esidence. 

STATE / 

Maryl and 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 

zip code 
21401 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

X...FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This farm is located in the western section of Green Ridge State Forest along 
the west side of Town Creek at the base of Stratford Ridge in Allegany County, 
Maryland. The complex is reached by a long dirt lane which approaches the buildings 
from the northeast. Included in the group is a 1950s concrete block hunters' cabin. 
This cabin was not photographed for the survey. 

The second building encountered on the dirt lane is a house built about 1960, 
one story in height, of German sided frame construction. It has two fireplaces 
at the interior, one of which has a large flagstone hearth with a central stone cut 
in the shape of the head of a long horn steer. 

The farm complex is approximately 1/3 mile south of the new frame house. It 
consists of a frame farm house, a frame bank barn and a frame spring house. The 
dwelling is a two and one half story, five bay structure in deteriorated condition. 
It is built into a slope with high stone foundations at the front elevation. Window 
sashes, where they remain, have six over six panes. The door which is located in the 
approximate center of the front wall, is plain and without a transom. The roof has modern 
asphalt shingles and an interior brick flue that extends from a point southof its center. 
A high porch with plain rails and posts shelters the three central bays of the front 
elevation. 

The interior of the house has circa ~900 finishes although it is arranged in 
a traditional vernacular plan. 

The entire house would appear to date from the early 1900s. The other buildings 
in the complex, the springhouse and the barn also appear to date from about !900. 

The barn rests on foundations of finely coursed native stone. Its end walls 
have wooden louvered ventilators. Beside the barn is a metal plate silo. 

The buildings in this complex are in deteriorated to fair condition. Park 
personnel have indicated that plans have been made to raze the structures. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-11 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

- 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

- 1500-1599 X--.AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 X--.ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

- 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-X1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This farmstead with structures dating from about 1900 is typical of rural complexes 
in the mountainous areas of western Maryland. It has no great historical significance 
but may be considered as an example of regional architecture and agricultural practice. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner and Douglass Reed 
ORGANIZATION 

Preservation Associates 
STREET & NUMBER 

P. 0. Box 202 
CITY OR TOWN 

Sharpsburg 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

February J 979 
TELEPHONE 

( 301) 432-5466 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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