
AL- III- B-010 

DAVIS LOG HOUSE 
Route 51 
Oldtown , Maryl~"ld 
ca. l 8'J:l 

The Davis Log House is a good example 

of early log architure in Allegany County . The 

land on which the house sits was originallr 

part of a property known as "Big Spri "g" . It 

was granted to Tawrence O' Neale of Montgomery 

County on May 3 , 1791 . The house is $l one 

story, three ba" wide, rectangular building con-

structed of logs with "V" notchjng . Originally 

a stone chimney was placed at the flush end of 

the buildi"lg . 
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NOMINATION FORM 
for the 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 
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COMMON: 

log house 
ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION 
:·· .... .: ..... < . . . 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

Maryland Route 51 at Cresap Mill Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

north of Oldtown 
STATE 

l~;;;:nv Marv land 
fl. CLASSfFICATtOfrf. >:• : .... ......... : 

. .. ·::::: .. :. : ... : :.::/: . . > ·:.:•· 
CATEGORY 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Oistri ct :afJ Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: ~ Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure BC Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress ~ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

0 Agr i cu ltura I 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation ~·Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) _vacant 
0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

~·; OWN£!' ()F PROPERTY .. •· < :.::,::} .. :: .:. :.·: :. : .... · ..... •·.·<> .... .. .:•: 
.. .· ·.· 

OWNER'S NAME: 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Shryock 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Route 1 
CITY OR TOWN: 

ls:.:land Oldtown 
ts: lOCA:tfOH OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION .. ·\: .. •·•·/:: .. .......... <:> :\.:. ··:··· .: .·.·• 

~ 

COURTHOUSE, RE<OISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

All : v r.mmtv Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

~n 1.r~~,,,_.;~ .....l-~~ -
" 

CITY OR TOWN: 
!STATE 

- . ·l ,,.,.,..::i Ma'MJ"land 
Title Reference of Curri:>nt n,,,.,,,.n (Bnnlr & 'Pn - :II: \ • l~-T11-b & l H-lil1M 

tl~. . -~~·~.,t;rfr.°':tl!~ , ... ex1!iu1{),§v•v~vs •. : - .. 
·.· •:· ·::·· : ·:. <. • ..... . : ... ·:,:: :< .. ::::::::.:\::•:::;•·,,, 

··.·· 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

CATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Loco I 
t>EF>OSI TORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: 

PS - 709 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

Qtl Altered 

0 Goad 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT. ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

·.· . 
·.·.. ·• / .·.··.·. 

:I!;] Ruins Q ·UnexpaHd 

(Check One) 

~ Moved 0 Original Site 

The house stands on the southwesterly side of Maryland Route 51, acros3 
from the intersection of Cresap Mill Road, to the north of Oldtown in 
Allegany County. 

The house, which appears to have been moved to its present location 
behind a newer house, is a one story structure with a low gable roof and 
three bays along the front. The logs are laid to the peak of the 
roof and are "V" notched. 
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PERIOD (Checlr One or More•• Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(SJ (llAppllcable andKnown) nrobablv 1 qth 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol D Education D Political 

D Prehistoric D Engineering D Religion/Phi. 

0 Historic D Industry losophy 

D Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

@ Arc hi tacture D Landscape D Sculpture 

0 Aft Architecture 0 Socio I/Human-

0 Commerce D Literature itarion 

D Communications D Military D Theater 

D Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A L -lIT · P:,-- Ci i O 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

This log house, although probably not on its original site and 
possibly altered somewhat, is typical of the house built throughout 
western Maryland by the early settlers. 

PS-709 



Pl• ~)Oif8fi'L1bGRAPHJCAL ftEFl:RENCfS . ··· -~;: .. . ........... '/. · .. ·•· .. 
.. <· . .· ····· 

-. .; . ·• 

Allegany County Land Records, Courthouse, Cumberland, MD. 

Fto. GEOGRAPHtCAL DATA 
I LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDIN/l.TES 

.... 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POl"T OF A PROPERTY 

R 
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
~w 9 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 
-

Acreage Justification: 

NAME A.ND TITLE: 

Ronald 1. Andrews Historic Site Surve 
ORGAN! ZATION DATE 

Tri-Count Council for Western Ma land Inc. 6 6 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

l2o 
- 'State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local 0 

Signature 
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Patterson Creek, MD - WV Quad 
u.s.G.S. · 7.5 minute series 
1949 
scale 1:24000 

Site #: Al-III-010 
log house 
Maryland Route 51 at 

Cresap Mill Road 
North of Oldtown 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Q,$6~ 
o,o, 

>.T lII·D-024 A L-l!/-B-010 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

I.o House 
ANO/OR COMM ON 

. Qg..y·. > .L '8 
llLOCATION 

STREET & NUMBER 

Route 51, Oldtown 
CITY. l'OWN 

Oldtown 
STATE 

Marvland 

BcLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 
_PUB UC 
v 
!!..PRIVATE 

.Jt VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

X-.UNOCCUPIEO 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

X..BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS 

_OBJECT 

NAME 

S1'REET & NUMBER 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _yes· RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES· UNRESTRICTED 

}C..NO 

Hilson Road 
CITY.TOWN 

Oldtmm 1{_ VICINITY OF 

.LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC Allcganv Countv Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland , 

iiREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISiRIC1' 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Al leganv 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

-MUSEUM 

_PARK 

_eoUCAllONAL -PRIVATE RESIOl:NCI 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_ MILITARY 

-SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

K.OTHER 

395-5557 

STATE I zip code 
Mar~1land 

Liber #: 443 
Folio # : 571 

STATE 

Maryland 

__FEDERAL --STATE _COUNTY ---LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-i>ICELl,E~T • 

-GOOD 

-FAIR 

X..0ETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

:f...UNALTERED 

--ALTERED 

AL-1;1- A~10 A L-JIT P, -0 1:' f '-l " · 

CHECK ONE 

..XORIGINAL SITE 
_MOVED DATE _ _ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Log House is located on Route 51 west in Oldtoun, Allegany 
County. 

The Log House is a one story, three bay wide, rectangular build
ing . The building is constructed of logs with "V" notching. The roof is 
gabled and is covered with replaced asphalt shingles . The entire struc
ture rests half on a high stone foundation and half on high stone pilings . 
Windows in the building have plain trim and no longer have any glass . 
Entrances are located on both the front and rear sides and both are of 
the board and batten variety. Although the building no longer has a chim
ney , originally a huge stone chimney was located at one end of the struc
ture. This provided a large fireplace for the kitchen which was located 
in the basement.l 

Although the Davis Log House is somewhat deteriorated , it 
nevertheless remains a good example of early lon architecture in Allegany 
County . 

1 Interview with John Davis, present owner , August 25, 1976 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



· 11s1GN}FI~.~· ~ ... -
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., . .. . 
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PAE HISTORIC _ARCHEOLOliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ LAW 

-RELIGION 

'l0 ·1499 

- • :.()0. 1599 

-'800·1899 

~1700· 1799 
-'800·1899 
_1900. 

-ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION 

.-AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS 

.-XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION 

-ART -ENGINEERING 

-COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_ LITERATURE 

_ MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

- PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAU HUMANIT ARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUI LOER/ ARCHITECT 

s:rATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Davis Log House is a good example of early log architec
ture in Allegany County . The land on which the house sits wos original
ly pnrt of o property known as "Big Spring". It was granted to Lawrence 
O' Ncale of Mont3omery County on May 3 , 1791 . "Big Spring" remained in 
the O' Neale family until 1846 when it was sold by James Smith, Trustee.I 
Thus , it is possible that the cabin was built by a met'lbcr of the O' Neale 
f~mily in the early 19th Century. 

Architectui·nlly the house is typical of single stor·· log build
ings in the county . Accordin~ to the present ot-mcr , :ohn Davi!'! , who 
lived in the structure i:i the early part of the p1:esent century, the 
huilding originally hnd a large stone chimney. This provided a hearth 
fol.- the kitchen uhich •~ns located in the basement of the house. 

1 
Allegany r.ounty J,and Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Allegany Count y Land Records, Cumber l and , Mar yland 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

DIJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Bal dwin , & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historical Sites Survey 
ST REET & NUMBER 

507 Nati onal High~o1ay 
CITY OR TOWN 

LaVale 

DATE 

9/1 /76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

.... ''°' 
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P.E:::-:ci~.::J HIG : Drn:::;tic , moderute , minor 
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MR~CTWNTh1~IJOOnC~ : __ N~c~~-<l-~_, _______________________ _ 

N!1~IB OF fft,NER : --;tiµ •t)G'l f\5 3£16- 555 7 

-~I :.1,vrtr.)~· = (~. LU 1 lsoy\.., '2cl . 
~ 

~ 6lc.Htrv.:,.)'\_. I lYI d . 

~TOHU,S : 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS : 1( ) 2( ) 3( ' ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 

~.'JI!GS , /1DTJITIOHS : 

Dwt!lling 8hape : (squ'1re , cross , r_..:ctangul~r) 

'1U1l L C ~ Uf.TRUCTIOH : 

( J»j- FHlil 1 'S : 
< ) m~rc;, : 
( )./UrOi'!E: 
(/) l CG V 
( 4""C th<?r: 

Bevel , clapboi:lrd , \:eathcrbonrd , t·.'Ood 
Bond type- corir.ion , i•:rti;lieh , l"let'i:::;h . 
Bond type- rubole , ashlar (r~ndcm or 
"d-t:..n ,, 1 
CoveringG ~ 

shincles , board e uutten (type? ) 
.Sketch vcrionts . 

regular) , <1uoins- plnin , rusticCjted 

E •,:ALL Fi!.t.TU,~Es : BELT ccu11::;z , I IIJ,S'l't,hS , OTH.Ea;:) 
w Fctmn,~T1t.rrs : filG.H , Jo· .. : , BRICK , ~TONE 

~ •,JJ,T~~ '.i:'i.BJ.E: r'CNE , PJ.t,llJ , F...:V.E.1 ED , EC.UL IJED ERIC!: 
...0 

\-iIHDOliC· , TRil'i , SHUTTE:R:.> : 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/ 6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( ) 
pe,:- -ed ( ) nailed( ) hide ( ) narro:'i ( ) mitred ( ) pediment ( ) 

TiJ·ITHt.::c r·: , DCOHS : LOC;1'l'IC,N : 

F'J•N LIGHT , 'J'R H~C. , .'..:I:Y:. LIGHT:; , .1. J.f>IN 
Pcincled , VQ,tticle , Rori~~ontal Bo~1!·ds 

COW I~I· , Rt.RC. , F., VES : (crown, fo~cin , r-ooffit, bed) 
origin~l( ) rerlaccd( ) ~.fter nds , I odillions , Dcntil~ , lricze , - -

1'CGF : (.,m:i:; FHC•NT , G BJ,£ FlJ·f!K , Jill , nii.D , I ,\li~;r.iw , (i ,Iml~:.J. , n:1T , 
r~Tl.'fliilJ. : wood shingles , slc..te , tin , asph?.lt nrigincl() 

i: ('RCl!.I.:;.S : SHAPE OP RCOli' - shed( ) hip( ) r;nble( ) 

:.rchi tr;1n~ 
CI~ j\, ./ 
re11-ced(~)--

CHrnr:LY:.: : m.Jr~r;!? r~RICY( ) ~:1•c NJ!.( ) CL I ill( ) odt;;inPl( ) repl,1ced ( ) 
ice, 'l'Il•f~ : Fl11sh Pnd( ) Inside end( ) ~utride end( ) Ccntr;l( ) Interior ( ) 

.P.TICli.C.S : Door <md ·window: l ~ey:;tonc , Fl<~ t, 'ec~enh1l , .iemicircul,_r 



tog l~ouse 
Route 51 
Oldtow:, :,Iar:·lar:d 
AT~-III-B-24 

Eistorica'. r.hain of Title 

TITLE SE..A.",CH 

Al 1 e3a:::· Count:· Deed, Liber 4L,3, Folio 571 
gran~ee: Charles Elmer Davis 
g"".'anto".': .Ief::er-so::- Davis 
Februac:· 12, 1°71 

.~11ega-.:· Count:· Deed, Tiber ;3c', Fo 1 io 4"6 
grartee: Char 1.es E. Dav:i.s 6: Olive P. Davis 
granter: r.1iJliam A. Do 1 a:" t: Catherine Dolar 
Ta:iuar:· <·, 1°22 "Big Spri:ig T>esurve:·ed" 

A1 lega::-::;· Cou'lt-- Deed, Tiber 1 '•2, Folio 666 
3ra:itee: Hi 11 iam A. Do1.a-: et. ux. 
grar-t0r: D. 'ames T>lack:i.stoi: 
Ma:· 25, 1c· P. 
r.o:-:sideratio:::: s1,0.~o 

(.John Davis lost land in mortgage forcl.osure) 

/\.llegar.:· Count:· Deed, Liber 78, Folio 592 
grantee: ~ohn W. Davis 
granto:.·: Margaret Scherzer 
t-:;rE 4, 12S6 
Co:-:sideration: $1,150. 0 

!\llega::::· CouEt:· Deed, Tiber 13, Folio 2 
grantee: !ohn B. Shutzer 
3ra::tor: Thomas :::'.ub:r 
Octobe:.· 16, 1_S58 
Co:1sideration: Sl,25'1. ,-., 

:~I lega~~:· Count:· Deed, Liber 17, Folio 43 
gra:-.tee: Thomas :'.'.ub;· 
gra-tor: Elsie ~cElfish 
i\?~il :_, } ~ss 
~o::sideration: SES~.~O 

."'llegany Cou:-it:· Deed, T ibe".' 1, Folio 637 
g~a~tee: David McElfish, Jr. 
gra:-:t.:or: .,.ames Smith, Trustee 
l!arch '=', 1 ?46 
Consideration: $812.lr-

iJ, L-Jll-/3 -010 

The prope:'.'t:· know' as "Big Spring", was originally granted to Iaw:'.'e:::ce 
0'':eaJ e of "'.·fontgomer:· Cou:-:t:· on Na·· 3, 17°1 and granted b:· the State of Na-r:·-
1a·~a ::>atent or. ,Jul:· 30, 1800. 
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