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TOCK HOUSE ~i75 
C & 0 Canal near Cumberland 
lP,45 

~ock House fl75 is a sturdy log rectangular 

structure with a low stone fou,...dation. Featured is 

an original corbeled b::ick chim':le} 1.ocl1ted on the 

flush end of the house. The two stor:· dwelling was 

used to house the locktender ;:>!"Id his famil )' , whose 

only job was to maintain and operate the lock while 

a canal boat passed t:hrough. Seventy four other 

l ock houses exist alone the C & 0 Canal , n · .d this 

particular one has been chosei for restoration in 

the future by the National Park Service. 
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T .. ift Lock Rouse 75 is of log construction built upol"' a low stone 
fo ndation of recta11p.,hr shape. It ' s two stories tall and two rays wide . 
The dwelling is located abo 1t three miles south of Cumherland on the C & n 
ra.,al; I ift• lock ~9 is the last lock before Cumberland . The windows and 
doors of the struct re have been completely boarded up; a deterwination of 
their architectural styling is not possible. 'o wings or additions have 
been added to the house, and the original log construction still composes 
the walls. The roof is a simple gabled one with replaced asphalt shingling. 
Also featured is an original corbeled brick chimney located on the flush 
end of the house . 

The house is structurally very sound , and is very well appre
ciated, for it hfs been chosen for restoration in the future by the Nation
al Park Service. 

1. Interview with Richard Huber, National Park Service, 9/3/76, Seneca, 
Maryland . 
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Lift Lock Houses along the C & O Canal were built to house the 
locktender and his family. The locktender was on call 24 hours a day and 
his job was to maintain and operate his respective lock. 74 locks were 
built along the 184 mile canal to ascend the 609 foot rise from Georgetown 
to Cumberland. The canal opened for navigation to Cumberland on October 10, 
1850, so the lock houses in Allegany County were probably built in the late 
1840 ' s •1 

The locktender 's salary was only $25 . 00 a month, but he was granted 
the lock house to live in and an acre of land for a garden . i~any of them 
also had hogs, chickens, or a cow or two that would also graze an the land. 

If a boat approached at night, it was necessary to arouse the 
locktender. Whan near the lock, the mule driver would loudly chant, "Lock 
ready -- Lock ready -- Hey -- ey -- ey, Lock!", and the steersman in the 
back of the back of the boat ~uld sound off a bugle. The locktender would 
then signal with a lantern as to whether or not the lock was ready to enter. 
It took ten to fifteen minutes for a canal boat to clear the lock with the 
help of the boat crew as well as the locktender. This same system was used 
for all of the 74 years the canal was in operation.2 

The canal ceased operation in 1924, and many of the locktenders 
remained in the houses until they found other jobs. Construction materials 
of lift- lock houses in Allegany County include frame and log '11th stone 
foundations. Their use is now limited in this county to public viewing in 
the C l 0 Park areas, although specific entrance into them is restricted. 

1. History of Western Maryland. Scharf: Everts Pub. Co., Philadelphia, 
1882, p. 712 

2. Wolfe George, 1 Drove Mules on the C & 0 Canal, Dover Graphic Co., 
Dover, 1969, p. 51 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records , Cumberland , Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SEFARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHJCAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ ._6_A_c_re_s __ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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Tohn 'elson, ,Toan Paldwin, & Steve Beale 
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'\llegany Cot•ntv 'istoric Sites Survey 
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507 National ~ighway 
CITY OR TOWN 

rayale. 

DATE 

911 r6 
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777- 991 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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