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HAR.PER LOG ROUSE 
Mill Run Road 
Oldtown, ¥.aryla'1d 
Late 17'JC' ' s 

The Harper tog House consists of a 

one and a half storv original log portion 

now surrounded by several addi ti.ons . The 

rear addition is two stories tall, five 

bays wide, and is covered with weather.-

boarding. Two side wings were added di -

rectly to the log structure, and the; have 

been covered with red insul brick. 'Porches 

with shed roofs have been added to the 

north ~nd south ends of the house . It 

appears as though these additions {which 

were all made by the owner , oseph Harper) 

were made at different times because of 

the variance of construction materials . 

The house now stands fairly sound and is 

used as the.private residence of oseph E. 

Harper . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Harper r.og House is situated on the east side of Mill 
Run Boad, 2. 4 miles north of Route 51 , near Oldtown, Maryland . 

The original portion of the present structure is log, since 
covered with various materials . Around 30 years ago , a tw·o a tory 
addition was attached to the rear . The shape of the whole structure 
is now basically rectangular with a low stone foundation. 

The original log house was 1 and a half stories tall and 
three bays wide . Windows were double hung wooden sash frames with 
one over one lights and plain trim . The original log beams still 
support the structure, although the outside has been recovered with 
red insul brick on the south, east , and lower north sides. The 
upper north side of the original log part shows a combination of 
the log structure and some asphalt siding. A replaced brick chim
ney runs up the north outside end. A front end porch with a hipped 
r<>of has been since added, and wings have been added to the lower 
north and lower south ends of the original log structure; they ex
hibit shed roofs and are syrmnetrical in construction. The roof of 
the original log part was gabled, and is now covered with replaced 
asphalt shingling. 

The addition which was built around 30 years ago was at
tached directly to the rear of the old log structure on a cinder 
block foundation . It's two at:ories tall and five bays wide, exhi
biting a shed roof with asphalt covering. Porches with shed roofs 
have been attached to the north and south ends of the house, each 
supported by square columns. Windows of this newer part are double 
hung wooden sash frames with cornices, six over six lights, and 
plain trim. An additional entrance was made on the upper south side. 
The exterior of the addition is exclusively weatherboarding. 

The house now stands fairly sound, and represents one 
that has many small additions over the years; it ' s been altered 
greatly from its original appearance . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The original log portion of the Harper Rouse was built around 
the end of the eigh tenth century . Since than, additions have been 
added on all sides of the facade and the structure is presently used 
as a private resi dence . It appears as though the additions were made 
at different intervals by the present owner , Harper , for many di f f erent 
construction materials are present . The y include red insul brick , log, 
weatherboarding, and asphalt wall shingling. The original log construc
tion is still quite sound and represents one of the early Allegany County 
log houses . I 

1 Interview with Joseph E. Harper , 8/26/76 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National llighwav 
CITY OR TOWN 

I aVale 

DATE 

9 /1 /76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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