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PIPER H0 11SB 
Oldtown ,..oad 
Spring Gap 
1908 

The Piper House was built in 1908 as a 

two story family dwelling. It is unique in that 

it is perfectly square with a hipped roof porch 

surroundirg three sides, and a two story porch 

supported b~· chamfered columns o,, the fourth 

side. The.:-e is a smokehouse which was built 

in 1910 just south of the house , and was used 

to cure ar,d keep the family ' s meats. The house 

is structurally sound ard is still occupied by 

its original o~mer . 
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.XGOOD 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Piper House is located on the south side of Oldtown Road 
in Spring Gap. 

The dwelling shape is square, being four bnys wide all around 
and two stories tall. There is a low stone foundation with a plain water 
table. The exterior walls are covered with red insul brick. Windows are 
all double hung wooden sash frames with one over one lights , plain trim, 
and cornices . The main entrance is on the east side of the structure, 
and the door. is the original paneled one . Cross gables, asphalt shingles , 
and soffits comprise the roof , and circular ventilators are found in the 
peak of each gable . A hipped roof porch supported by chamfered columns 
runs around the entire north , west, and south sides of the house. On the 
east side of the house is a two story porch supported by chamfered columns 
and covered by a shed roof . One replaced cement block chimney exists on 
the outside end of the east side of the structure. 

Just a few feet south of the house lies a smokehouse two stories 
tall and one bay wide . It is covered with the original vertical boards 
and has a simple gabled roof. It dates to about 191 • The house is pre
sently in very good condition and structurally sound. It was built around 
1908, and contains its original fabric . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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AL-7IL- f;-017 
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- SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 
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_THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The Piper House was built as a place of residence for the 
John Piper family around 1908. Several houses in Allegany County ex
hibit the cross gable roof pattern such as the one on this house; never
theless, that feature causes the house to stand out. Other homes built 
around the same- time period display a two story porch like the one found 
here. This house is unique in that it is of square shape surrounded on 
three sides by a first story hipped roof porch. 

The smokehouse i n the back yard was built by the family t"WO 
years after the house was finished . It was used to cure and keep their 
beef , pork, etc. Like the majority of homes on the Oldtown noad, a 
sizable portion of the family yard is devoted to a vegetable garden, 
al though farming is not the major occupation. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Allegany County Land Records , Cumberland, Maryland 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

----------------------------------~~-~-STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson , Joan Baldwin, & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

A1leganv Countv Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Uir.hwav 
CITY OR TOWN 

LaVale , 

DATE 

9/1/76 
TELEPHONE 

777- 8991 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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