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RICE Is FRAME and T.OG 1'0US'E 
Route 51 , Spring Gap 
ca . 1800 

The Rice House is of parti cular 

significance in that it encompases a 18 ' 

x 24 ' log structure. that wai; o~ce the 

original structure on the property . The 

land on which the house stands was ori -

ginally granted to Michael Collier on 

Ma 1 23 , 1793 and was known as "Collier ' s 

Discovery". Two major additions have 

been added to the original structure so 

that it is now no longer visable from 

the exterior , and instead the house has 

the appearance of a farmhouse built in 

the "vernacular" tradition of Allegany 

County . 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

Rice's Orchard Frame & Log House 
ANO/OR COMMON 

£Che, t •« &'t Q 8 /le H :; e_. 

llLOCATION 
STREET Ii NUMBER 

Md. n.oute 51 1 N. w. of Soring Gap, Md . 
CITY, 10WN 

Sprbg Gap ....X VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Marula.nd 

BcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _ PUBLIC X.OCCUPIEO 

X BUILOING(SI ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 
__5TRUCTURE _BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS 

-51TE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -YES RESTlUCTEO 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES; UNRESTRICTED 

X NO 

NAME 

John Emerik 
STREET Ii NUMBER 

Md. Route 51 , N. w. of Spring Gap, Md. 
CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET Ii NUMBER 

3 ) Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland Mar land 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Allegan" 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCf 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL - TRANSPORT A TJON 

_ MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : 724-3156 

STATE I zip code 
Mar•: land 

Liber ft : 192 
Folio #: 206 

STATE 

Marv land 

_FEDERAL -STATE _couNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

X.GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_ DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

...XALT£RED 

A L-1ll · 8-01 ~ 
CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 
-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Rice's Orchard Frame & Log House is located on Route 51 just 
northwest of Spring Gap , Allegany County. 

Although the Rice house has gone through many transformations, 
it is presently a large rectangular structure four bays wide and two and 
a half stories high. The original structure was an 18' x 24 ' log buildin3 
which is now located in the right hand rear portion of the bullding and 
is covered with weatherboard .l This part ~f the structure1 in all proba
bility, dates from the late 18th Century. A somewhat later frame addi 
tion makes up the main facade and is also covered with weatherboard while 
the most recent addition which abuts the log section in the rear of the 
building is frame covered with asbestos shingles. The roof is gabled and 
is covered with asphalt shingles . Several low cross gables are placed 
both along the main facade and the northeastern side of the structure. 
There are a number of rectangular ventilaters set into the gable ends. 
The entire facade is supported by a low stone foundation with a plain 
water table. Entrances are located on the front and western sides of 
the building and contain replaced doors and hardware. Windows in the 
structure are one over one lights and the main facade is interrupted 
by two single story bay windows . The main entrance is covered by a four 
bay porch with a flat roof and supported by Roman Doric columns. Ase
cond enclosed porch with a hipped roof is located on the rear westerly 
portion.of the building. One corbeled brick chimney is located in the 
interior of the main building. 

1. Oral interview with rohn Emerick, present owner. 8/25/76 
2. Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II s1r~1CANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- REHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOl.iY ·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_RELIGION 

Xl-1499 

-·::>00·1599 

-1600·11599 

X1100.1199 

_1 800·1 899 

_1900. 

-ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

XARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

-ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

-EDUCATION _ MILITARY 

-ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_SCIENCE 

-5CULPTURE 

_SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Although Rice's Frame & Log House does riot differ thnt much 
from the majority of farmhouses built in the lntter half of the 19th 
Century in Allegany County, it is of special importance in that part 
of the house is an 18' x 2l;' log section that in all probability 
dates to the l;ite 18th Century. fhe land on which the house stands 
was originally granted to Michael Gollier dated May 23, 1793 , and 
was knot-m as "Collier's Discovery". Collier was to sell the land 
two years later to ·acob Sln3el of Hnmpshire County, Commonwealth of 
Virginia. Since the property remained in the Slagel f:tmily for some
time following this transaction it is possible that Jacob Slagel or 
some member of his family built the original log structure.l 

AR is evident from the physical description, this original 
log structure has had two major additions and is now no longer visa
ble from the exterior. From all records, the property seems always 
to have been used as a farm and most r~cently (1911) the land wns 
used as an orchard by the Rice family. 

The Rice Frame and Log House, despite the fnct th~t the 
log section is no longer visable, is nevertheless a good exa~?le of 
the changes that time and economy can make on what mny have been a 
temporary log structure built by a member of the Slagel famil>' who 
came up from Virginia to survey~ lands . 

1 Allegany County Land Records, Cwnberland, Maryland 
2 ibid 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records , Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~AaATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lllJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin, & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Al le~anv Countv Historic Sites Surve·· 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

Layale. 

CATE 

9 /l /76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature , to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

.. 
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Rice ' s Orchard & Farm House 
Uhl Highway, Maryland 
AL- III· B- 018 

Historical Chain of Title 

TITLE SEARCH 

Allegany Count y Deed , Liber 192 , Folio 206 
grantee: John Emerick 
grantor : Caroline s. Wagner 
"Tovember 29, 1941 
Consideration:$4 ,00~ . 0~ 

Allegany County Deed , Liber 180, Folio 700 
grantee: Caroline S . Wagner 
grantor· George R. Hughes 
Ju11e 13 , 1938 
C-0nsideration: $4,900. ~0 

Allegany County Deed , Mortgage, Liber 137 , Folio 506 
grantee: William D. Ttngg & Helen Twigg et . ux . 
grantor: Caroline Wagner 
August 13 , 1037 
Consideration: $4 , 800 . 00 

Allegany Count~· Deed , Lib er 109 , Folio 6 
grantee: Walter ~~ . Rice , I ulu D. "Rice & Millard & Sally Pfce 
granter: Jerome R. Swartly & Annie V. Swartl:' 
November 25, 1Q 1 1 
Consideration: $2 , 500."'0 

Allega~ry County Deed , Liber 63 , Folio 591 
grantee: Adam Seibert (Purchased in mortgage sale) 
grantor: DeWarren H. Re:;nolds, Trustee 
April 27 , 1887 
Consideration: $1 ,311. ' O 

Changery Docket No . 3617 
Adam Seibert - Plai ntiff 
George ~1eyers - Def endent 

Recorded in -udgement 
Reco~d ffe 26, Folio 290 
February lfl , 11387 

Allegany Count:• Deed, Liber 61 , Folio 370 
grantee: Otilia Meyers 
grantor: John Fi di er , Excutor of Hi 11 of Henry Meyers 
Decembe~ 13 , 1884 
Consideration : $1 , 900 .00 



-
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Allegany Count,, Deed, Liber 60, Polio 381 - Land called "Resurvey of Collier 's 
Discovery" 

grantee: Henry Meyers 
grantor: John Davis - through Will of Terence Ma lone 
October 30, 1883 

~llegany County Deed, Liber 17 , Folio 423 
grantee: Terence Malone 
grantor: Tohn Davis 
September 25, 1858 
Consideration: $112.50 

Allegany County Deed, Liber B, Folio 65 
grantee: Jacob Slagal (Hampshire County, Commonwealth of Virginia) 
grantor: Michael Collier 
September 3n, 1795 
Consideration: 300 pounds 

Land Originally granted to Michael Collier by State of Marvland on patent 
dated 23rd of Ma~·, 1793 . (Deed, liber 16 , Folio 423) 
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1( ) 2(.") 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3( YJ 4( Y) 5( ) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 

Dwell ins .Chape : (sou~re, cros s, rectangular) 
i"V~ 

'dM I. C? llf.T2UCTI(•N : 

( ) FH,hS: Bevel , c lc:iphoar d , H~athcrboc>rd , wood shin&les , board & batten (type?) 
( ) BiUCK : Bond type- cor1mon , i.:ngli:h , Flemish. Sketch variants. 
( _2,,!:>TC.N..:.. : Bone type- rubble, vshlar (rm~dom or regular) , quoins- plain , rusticated 
( ' J ] OG riCcl'\ Mf\d r ·"'' 'l='fl('I ·~ y l ~ 
( "') 01,her : Covcrinco rJ:,~1:;;i.c..u1-. Sb~.!:>t-oS e.h111l~.S 

·.:AU. Fr.l'fUI~ES: BEI'l' ccuw .. :E , PJL.S'l'•r,:~ , CTHE..~~ 

F. Ut:OATlCf~S : f'{JG!I , l.C::·:, BlUCJ: ' ~;TG~E " ..... - bl oc.L UYlci'GI...- -pcrch-
';iAT:ill TitBLE: PCUE , Pl I IN, BI:'l.ELED, IC ULJJED blUC!' 

l·illlDOh'G, TR.Il•i , !:HUT'l'I:H!; : 1/1( /) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) oth er( ) 
per;r;cd ( ) nailed( ) wide ( ) narrow ( ) rni tred ( ) pediment ( ) 

r!.NTH1.Ncro; , ocons : I..OCi.TJON : f=rcrn t-, r ,cj -z. _. • 
Tii~RD'.-.1/,.llli : original ) replnced( 1 
FAN 1 IGllT , 'l'HANSU.-: , :.>IlJE: LIGHTS , PIJ,JtI 
l'cmcled , Vcrticle , Horizontal Boards 

CCRr:Ivl., B;..~L , F.:,v 1 .. ...: : (crown , f ascfo , aoffi t , bed) 
origin'.11( ) replaced( ) H-. fter Ends , Modillions , Dentils , Frieze , 

/1rchi trave 
}{(.(,}"' : c.pl 1:: FHC NT' (j 13) .Lo, 1',l f1 t lK ' Hil ' SHED , I .~NSMm' G:J.mm.1 ... , FLAT ' fORl·ll:.P.S /!. 

r:tTi:Hii\J.: \.r<>ocJ shjnp;les , ~te , tin , asphc:lt original( ) repleced(_) _ _ 

.t0!1CHE.:S: SHAPE OF RC.C;1'' - shed( 1'° hip( ) r,nble( ) ~ I.JC '1 -nd r'-rci.--/.t.nc \c-5~ d c.;;-c.\~ 
CtJJl·.llLY::: llt.aJ31~?. F!HCI: ( ) .S'I'CNJ!i ( ) CC:!\BJ·J Jill( ) origin~l( ) repla ced ( ) 

LCCiTH.N : flush end( ) Indde end( ) Outside end( ) Centr<il( ) Interior ( ) 

~ .Al?CJI~;!; : Door and \.indow : l,ey::>tcne , ll·? t , .·er;ment;i l , .::;emicircular 

CC:'I rFI'.~ : 
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