AL-III-B~026
LOCK HOUSE #72
C & 0 Canal, northwest of 0Oldtown
1845

Lock House #72 is a rectangular
shaped dwelling built on a high stone
foundation and a fairly steep hill. 1It's
now covered with vertical boards and
plain battens, although it was original=-
ly a2 log structure. Featured are two
original corbeled brick chimneys on the
flush ends of the house. During the
period 1850 = 1924, the house was occu=
pied by a locktender and his family,
whose sole responsibility was to operate
the lock for passing canal boats. With
the house came also one acre of land
for the locktender to use for gardening

and the grazing of a few livestock.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Lift~Lock House 72 is located along Route 51 northwest of Oldtown.

The house is of rectangular shape built upon a high stone foundation and is
two stories tall and two bays wide. 1In all probability, the original wall
construction was log, but the structure is presently covered with verticgal
boards and plain battens. Windows and doors displaying flat arches are
boarded up, but the plain trim is still visible. The roof is gabled and is
covered with replaced asphalt materials, A front porch two bays wide is
attached to the wain dwelling and has a sbhed roof which is supported by 5
square columns. The porch itself is supported by square beams because the
whole structure is built on the side of a fairly steep hill. Two original

corbeled brick chimneys lie on each side of the house, specifically described
as flush end.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Lift Lock Houses along the C & O Canal were built to house the
locktender and his family. The locktender was on call 24 hours a day and
his job was to maintain and operate his respective lock. 74 locks were
built along the 184 mile canal to ascend the 609 foot rise from George-
town to Cumberland. The canal opened for navigation to Cumberland on
October 10, 1850, so the lock houses in Allegany County were probably
built in the late 1840's,l

The locktender's salary was only $25.00 a month, but he was
granted the lock house to live in and an acre of land for a garden. Many
of them also had hogs, chickens, or a cow or two that would also graze

e on the land.

If a boat approached at night, it was necessary to arouse the
locktender. When near the lock, the mule driver would loudly chant, '"Lock
ready -- Lock ready -- Hey == ey -- ey, Lock!", and the steersman in the
back of the back of the boat would sound off a bugle. The locktender would
then signal with a lantern as to whether or not the lock was ready to enter.
Tt took ten to fifteen minutes for a canal boat to clear the lock with
help of the boat crew as well as the locktender. This same system was
used for all of the 74 years the canal was in operation.?

The canal ceased operation in 1924, and many of the locktenders
remained in the houses until they found other jobs. Construction materials
of lift-lock houses in Allegany County include frame and log with stone
foundations. Their use is now limited in this county to public viewing
in the C & 0 Park areas, although specific entrance into them is restricted.

1, History of Western Maryland, Scharf: Everts Pub. Co., Philadelphia,
1882, p. 712

2. Wolfe George, I Drove Mules on the C & O Canal, Dover Graphic Co.,
Dover, 1969, p. 51

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




AL-T0-B-024
EAMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 27.96 Acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LISTALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY W
EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Jjohn Nelson, Joan Baldwin, & Steve Beale

ORGANIZATION DATE
Alleganvy County Historical Sites Survev 9/1/76

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
507 National Highwa: 777=8991

CITY OR TOWN STATE
LaVale, : vla

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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DATE: 8’/’-//7 b 27.9C AeeS

REMCDEI ING: Drastic, moderate,(minoD)

- #
NiME OF PROPERTY: Lock How. e Ja
LOGATICN OF PROPERTY: Alo, . R1. 51 i /Uo.fHLqu fro of 0/a/7f;.u,,_
—>h <
DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: I 2 P
NAME OF OWNER: A/UL"LI 20 n l Par k S o /PPLL- g._g..'ﬁ'on
ADDRESS: C Sk Batunesn, B™ 4194 SF. KO - 20 -343 7SO
wiashi | 74 (SRR b Y A"
STORIES: 1( ) 2(«») 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BaYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3T 4( ) s )6C) 72¢) ()
VINGS, ADDITIONS:  Fa, oL
Dwelling Shape: (squ=re, cross, G’ectangular)
WALL CCHSTERUCTION:
(\/)/ FRANE: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles,éd@agd— é baiteﬁ (type?)u""“{t
( ) BRICK: Bond type- common, ¥nglish, Flemish. Sketch variants.
( ) STONE: Bond type- rubble, ashlar (random or reguler), quoins-plain, rusticated
(V) 106
= ( ) Other: Coverings

WALY FEATURES: BELT COURSE, PILASTELIS, CTHERS
FCUNDATICNS: HIGH), ICW, BRICK, §

WATER TiBLE: G, BEVELED, MCULDED BRICK

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( )
BDU"O‘.CJ pegged ( ) nailed( ) wide ( ) narrow ( ) mitred ( ) vediment ( )

ENTRANCE, DOCRS: LOCATION:

D\ HARDWARE: original( ) replaced(
Bouvde FAN LIGHT 5Q¥, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN)
; Paneled, Horizontal Boards
Dowvd 5
CCRNIUE, BARGE, FAVFS: (crown, fascia, soffit, bed)
original( ) replaced( ) Rafter lnds, Modillions, Dentils, Frieze,
frchitrave

RCOF: GaBLE FRONT, (GABLE FLANR, HIP, SHED, 1ANGARD, G/AMRREL, FLAT, TORMERS # —
IiATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin, @sphalt) original( ) replaced(v)

FORCHES: SHATE OF RCOF - shed®vJ hip( ) geble( )

CHIMNEYS: NUMBER ] RRICK(V)  STONE( ) CORRELED( ) original(v) replaced ( )
IOCATICN: Flush end(/) Inside end( ) Cutside end( ) Central( ) Interior ( )

ARCHES: Door and window: Keystone, Cepmental, demicircular
 COMMENTS:
Use e o J—-I‘.‘l’hﬂjtv u.‘ﬂul
Significance -
Date Constructed - /3 34 - "5‘(0

Condition - p . CDOcl




Ly Key points regarding interior architecture.

1. Floor plan
" No through hall--How many rooms lcng and deep?

e Ko Where is stairway? Straight or “winding?

With through hall--Rooms on both sides? How many?
Rooms on one side only? How many?
Is stair in through hall?
Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing
How many? Curved.
If not in hall, where is stair?

2. Wall finish: plaster, paneled, board partition
Note presence of chair rail, cornice, etc.

3. Fireplacés:~ﬂow nany? Parallel to walls or diagonal in

corner? .
Mantels: wood--mouldings, pilasters, columns
masonry--marble(what color? ), brick

3. Doors: on the inside of exterior doors, note the presence of
applied flush boards and their direction (diagonal, vertical,
horlzontal) In general are doors paneled or ledge or other?

L4, Door and window trim: plain, architrave; fluted, reeded;
pilasters

S. Kitchen: Where is original if extant or known (marked by very
large fireplace)? Separate building; wing to principal
dwelling; within principal dwelling? On which floor of any
of the above° |
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