
C & 0 Canal Boat Cabin 
AL-111-B-144 
Brice Hollow Road, Spring Gap 

After flood damage permanently closed the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal in 1924, most of the boats were uselessly stranded in the remains 
of the canal. The boats gradually disappeared, due to natural deterioration 
or were dismantled to be used in other ways. This particular canal boat 
cabin was salvaged from the canal and moved two miles north to its present 
location near Spring Gap. It stands on stilts and is used as a toolshed. 
It has been covered with insulbrick siding, but retains most of its 
original appearance. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

AL-III-B-144 

MAGI: 0107685905 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC C & 0 Canal Boat Cabin 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER Brice Hollow Road 
CITY. TOWN Spring Gap x 

_VICINITY OF 

STATE Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

l(DISTRICT l(PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_BUILDINGIS) _PRIVATE ~UNOCCUPIED 
_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED ~YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Bartlett J. Cattrill 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 322 
CITY. TOWN 

Spring Gap _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDS, ETc A 11 egany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland 
D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

Sixth 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Al f OUNTY egany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEuM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_M1uTARv X-OTHER Storage 

Telephone #: 722-2984 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Maryland 21560 

Liber #: 357 
Folio #: 368 

STATE 

Maryland 21502 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

-~AIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-~ALTERED 
-ALTERED 

J. I ---;JT f" LJ I , (.JL- .l.JJ._ • o· , _, 'f 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

~OVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Boat Cabin is located on the 
southeastern side of Brick Hollow Road near Spring Gap. 

The cabin consists of a rectangular sturcture of vertical 
planks covered with insulbrick. It rests on wooden posts. 
The bowed roof is covered with tar paper. Eaves consist of 
cornice and fascia. The entrance is offset on the northeast 
and includes a four panel door. Four four light windows are 
pegged and fixed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

unkno\\ 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __j,RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

- 1400-1499 __J,RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500- 1599 __j,GRICULTURI; -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 __J,RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 __j,RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

x_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

--XHEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYI 

There were many boats operating on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. 
"Five hundred and fifty-four boats moved on the waterway during the peak 
year of 1873 11

• (1) The boats were large wooden structures typically 11 141211 

feet wide, 92 feet lon~, drew 412 feet of water, and could carry upwards to 
120 tonds of cargo . 11 {2) After flood damage permanently closed the 
canal in 1924 the boats were useless and stranded in the remains of the 
canal. "As the years rolled on the boats rotted or were torn apart to 
be used in other structures when it became evident the canal would 
never run again . 11 (3) 

This canal boat cabin is located about two miles north of the canal 
near Spring Gap. It stands on stilts and is used as a tool shed. Although 
in fair condition the cabin retains its original appearance and and serves 
as a reminder of a transportation system and way of life unique in Maryland. 

(1) Harry Stegmaier, et al, Alle~any County- A History (Parsons, W. Va.: 
McClain Printing Co. ) p. 21 

(2) Lee D. Barron, The Chesapeake ancLOhio Canal "As it is and As it Was. 11 

published by author: 1973 no page numbers 

(3) Ibid 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Stegmaier, Harry et al. Allegany County- A History (Parsons, W Va. : McClain 
Printing Co.) 
Barron Lee D., The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 11 As it is and As it Was", 
published by author: 1973 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

IE!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 9.25 Acres 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 
ORGANIZATION DATE . -

Allegany County Historic Site Survey July 10, 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3 Pershing Street 777-5944 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Cumberland Maryland 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 
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'· 

.. 
IN\'Et>. TORY NO :...___~-+-------------~ 

REHJDELING: inor --... 
NAHE OF PROPERTY: CA'VAL J3QA f CA31N 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY:5<v :&£MtseL ~'Br( a'ld~RJ.. 8.ekil.ici..h()UM, 
DIRECTION D\'/ELLING FACES : ~ 3t0.,. ~ vJ 
NAME~ OWNER : -E-Ae_T_L_ET-r~(~~-~-~~! -~~-1~7~~~~-~-a~~-~~~~~-

AOORESS : /trto/ tuhc so!d/Jcrv.4rb (J'µ4{£l5(/k!> l?isd:p "hU 
r!lM@f4 ,11 t&.M er am& .fxzcf: f h .:#7 ~ - :l'f!</ 

STORIES : 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS : 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 

\'IINGS, ADDITIONS: {' ~ ft•t<; Cal/{/£ ? (,l.._ h a.~~.,....., . ?31j 'f, 
D\'IELLING SHAPE: (square , cross, rectangular) Al_ 117 *'72 .._,lfi.'/./ofJ 
~·/ALL CONSTRUCTION : 0 'f'j 

( J; FRAME : Bevel, clapboard, ~.,eatherboard, 1·1ood shingles, board & batten (type?) 
( ) BRICK: Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 
( ) STONE: Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins- plain, rusticated ( J. LOG 
( , OTHER : Coverings .Afa..svl 10 <"•A 

WALL FEATURES : Belt Course, Pilasters , Others 
----------------~--

FOUNDATIONS: 

~1AT£R TABLE : 

High, Low, Brick, Stonegyt ~ p::>~rS 

None, Plain, Beveled, Mpylded Brick 
~ </- d /i<JM' «t~ OJ1">7J~ 

_\·/_Ii\_'D_rn_·IS_,_,_T.;._R_I_M._, _S_HU--'T-'-TE_R_S: 1/1( ) 1./2( ) 6/6 ( ) 9/6( ) 9/ 9( ) other( ) 
pegged(./) nailed( ) 1vide( ) narrm·1( ) mitred( 

ENTRA:\CE , DOORS: LOCATION: fMt,,;/_ '.5lJ:' µ f.:... 
HARDWARE : origina ( ) replaced ) 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAI~ 

~~hems 
Paneled, Vertical, Horizontal Boards 

) pediment( ) 

COR~: iCE, BARGE, EAVES : (crown, fascia, soffit, bed) ~ ~cAu:J 
criginal(J) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, ,drntilp, frieze, aFc~itrave 

ll'r.h4- tikt. t\ q tlfFMW /kC1" 
ROOF: Gable ~' Gable flank, Hip, Shed, Mansard, Ga"'!b rel, Flat, Dormers #-.----

1:- TERIAL: ~ shingles , s l a t e , tin asphal~A ori ginal ( ) rep l a ced( 

POP.CrES: SHAPE OF ROOF - she d ( ) hip( ) gable ( {~~ 
CHl~\EYS: Number: Brick( ) Stone( ) Cor beled ( ) oriainal( ) r eplaced( ) 

Location : Flush e nd( ) I nside end( ) Ou tside end( ) Central( ) Interior ( ) 

I""' .~R:Ht:S : Door &. V/i ndows : Keys tone , Fl a t, Segmental, Seml c.i!."culor 

COi:IF:'-.TS~ //~7/ '5°7 :ffe~;:.'?T"~ (c#u;tf Z..:f.;,?/1-_36g r~zs )ell~ 
USE : -------- -------s r ~· IF r CANCl : 
D' !E ':O STP J:-rE.,,..._O,_: _______ _ 

c.:·):Trr.· : - ----------
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