John Wesley Twigg Log Cabin
AL-111-B-149

The pre-Civil War cabin in original condition stands in Moore's
Hollow, east of Cumberland, By far the cheapest and most funcational
buildings erected in this area during the early 1800's were log cabins.
John Wesley Twigg Log Cabin is typical of the local traditional style
of cabin with it's "V" notched logs and stones laid at' the corners
for a foundation. A deed made in 1909 identifies the cabin as John
Wesley Twigg's house. It is a reminder of a way of 1ife experienced
in rural areas of this county during the early 1800's.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

John Wesley Twigg is located in Moore's Hollow on the western
side of Iron's Mountain near Cumberland.

The building is a one and one half story, two bays wide log
structure with "V" notching. It rests on stones laid at the corners.
The gable flank roof is covered with tar paper. Eaves consist of
rafter ends. The offset entrance on the southern facade includes
a vertical board door with original hardware. Windows are two
over two lights pegged with one six over six lights pegged window
in the gables. A shed roofed board and batten addition is on
the east of the original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

By far the cheapest and most functional buildings erected

in this area during the early 1800's were log cabins. Abundant

forests of the region supplied easily accessable timber for small

and serviceable log cabins.

This cabin was standing when John Wesley Twigg bought it.
A deed mgde in 1909 identifies the building as " John Wesley Twigg's

house" (1

His granddaughter, the current resident, recalls that

during the 1930's an octogenarion vistor to the cabZn stated that

his father built the building before the Civil War. 2

The cabin was built with the "V" notching widely used in

log construction in this area. The main entrance is a vertical

board door with original hardware. A stone fruit cellar is located

behind the cabin.

John Wesley Log Cabin is a physical reminder of the way
of 1ife experienced in rural areas of Allegany County during the

earlier half of the nineteenth century.

(1) Interview with Gladys Burton, Iron's Mountain, September 8,1978

and Allegany County Land Records, Liber 107, Folio 238

(2) Interview
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SHara Goodwin, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE )
Allegany County Historic Site Survey April 23, 1979

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
3 Pershing Street 777-5944

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Cumberland Maryland 21502

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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WALL CONSTRUCTION:

( ) FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?)
( ) BRICK: Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 5
( ) STONE: Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or reg;;lar), quoins-plain, rusticated
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PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable( )

CHIMMEYS: Number: Brick( ) Stope( ) Corbeled( ) .oriqinal( ) replaced( )
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