
Taschenberger Farmhouse 
AL-111-8-151 
01 dtown Road 
ca. l890's 

This farmhouse is located east of Cumberland near North Branch. 
The farm has been a productive one in the fertile lands along the Potomac 
River. The prosperity of the farm is reflected in the decorative features 
and ample size of the house. These features include decoratively pediment
ed windows and doors and a fine slate roof. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tashenberger Farmhouse is located south of Oldtown Road near 
North Branch. 

This farmhouse is a 11 T11 shaped structure two and one half 
stories tall and five bays wide on the east. Wall construction 
is frame with germansiding. The building rests on a high foundation 
of rock faced ashlar stone with raised joints and a plain water 
table. Eaves consist of a cornice, bedmould and frieze. The 
gable flank roof is covered with slate shingles, including a 
band of diamon shaped shingles. The three gable ends have a 
shallow triangular pediment covered with imbricated shingles, 
with pedimented double windows. 

Wall features include cornerboards. Two original corbeled 
brick chimneys are located on the interior and inside end. 
The decoratively pedimented main entrance in the center of the 
eastern facade has light original handware, and a two light 

transom. Pegged, two over two light windows have flutedjamtp 
and wooden lugsills. Windows on the second story are capped 
by the continuous frieze. Other windows have a decorative pediment. 

A hip roofed wraparound veranda has capped square posts. A 
hip roofed porch on the west has decoratively cut and bracketed 
posts. 
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The Taschenberger Farmhouse is located in the Spring Gap region 
of Allegany County. Many people in this area are farmers. The Mason 
Davis Da'iry Farm is within a half-mile of the Taschenberger farm. 

Farming "was neither easy or prosperous", particularly in eastern 
Allegany County where "the rocky, hilly tt!rrain and submarginal soil 
'llake this a risky undertaking at best. 11 (1 J There was no other major 
industry in small communities like Spring Gap, so most people relied 
on farming to make a living. 

The Taschenberger Farmhouse is in original condition and it stands 
as a reminder of the way of life experienced by farmers in eastern 
Allegany County. 

(1) Harry Stegmaier,et al. Allegany County- A History (Parsons W Va.= 
McClain Printing Co.) P-312-313 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 

Shara Goodwin, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

3 Pershing Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Cumberland 

DATE 

Apri 1 4, J.979 
TELEPHONE 

777-5944 
STATE 

Maryland 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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