
READ HOUSE 

AL-III-C-029 
Corner of Williams and Messick Roads 
ca. 1850 

The Read House was constructed in 

approximately 1850 for Nelson C. Read 

of Cumberland. Read had originally 

purchased the land, on which he even-

tually built two houses in 1845. The 

house is brick and constructed in a 

"T" shaped form. Of special interest 

are the Gothic panels on the doors in-

dicating a growing interest in the 

Gothic Revival. 
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II DESCRIPTION 
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CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Reed Brick House is located on the corner of Williams and 
Messick Road southeast of Cumberland, Allegany County. 

The Reed House is a "T" shaped structure. The main block is 
two stories tall and three bays wide. A rear wing also two stories 
tall, abuts the main block on the southwest side. The entire building 
is constructed of brick laid in American Conunon Bond and supported by 
a low stone foundation. The roof is gabled, includes a soffit, and 
is covered with replaced asphalt shingles. Windows in the structure 
are double hung, pegged, wooden sashes with a combination of two over 
two and four over four lights. All windows are topped by flat struc­
tural arches. Single bay entrance porch with a pedimented gabled roof 
supported by Doric columns covers the main entrance. The entrance it­
self is a verticle paneled door with original hardware. A rear second 
story porch has been enclosed and covered with asphalt shingles, and 
a second shed roofed porch was added in the present century. Small 
circular ventilators are located in the gable ends. The house has two 
original brick chimneys also located in the gable ends of the house. 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

X1eoo-1e99 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

__AGRICULTURI; 

~RCHITECTURE 
_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 
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_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Read House was constructed in approximately 1845 for 
Nelson C. Read of Cumberland. Read had purchased the land on 
which the house sits for $300.00 from William L. Lamar. The 
house is typical of a rural brick dwelling built prior to the 
Civil War. A similar house is located nearby which Read had 
built for his son. Both houses have the spare lines of rural 
brick architecture coIIDI10n in the county prior to the Civil War. 
Of special interest are the main doors on both houses which have 
pointed Gothic panels indicating the growing interest in the 
Gothic Revival. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson. Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

La Vale 

DATE 

11/5/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



Read Brick House 
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TITLE SEARCH 

Allegany County Deed, Liber 158, Folio 467 
grantee: William M. Popp, et. ux. 
grantor: Edward J. Ryann, Assignee 
June 28, 1928 
Consideration: $6,350.00 

Allegany County Deed, Liber 109, Folio 573 
grantee: James A. Messick 
grantor: Isaac Hirsch, et. al. 
March 29, 1912 

Allegany County Deed, Liber 109, Folio 535 
grantee: Isaac Hirsch 
grantor: Helen H. L. Read 
March 5, 1912 

Allegany County Deed, Liber EE, Folio 109 
grantee: Nelson C. Read 
grantor: William L. Lamar 
February 20, 1845 
Consideration: $300.00 



II~ 1!:...H1'CRY f\C..i . /j 

IJJ,TE: \D/ 13 t1 C.., 

l:E:'.CD2jJ:!!G: Drastic , modernte , minor 

!:JJ·'.E CF l RC ~ EHTY : 

LO<.;/.'~'ICN CF I HOIE,£-."l'Y : (cJ(l)~C ol=- LDi)) 1Afr\..$ o+- T1)S:$$lcJL ecJ · 

mn~T~N ffii~U~ ~cm : ~~O-i~~~~~~-~~~=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
w~1-iY.~ oF C11HER : L.)ro r V1hlS.~ ?6pp l'A:~ - S&-LfL 
1.nmu;;.;::; : ~ot 39 I e..t-. I W 1 l l i am.<. Pd · 

:JTORIES: 1( ) 2( ·?3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3(_,)'4( ) 5( ) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 

~.JHGS , J\DDlTIONS : 

Dwelling .Shape : (square , cross, rectangular) ----
'"

1.41 L Cl HS'l'dlCTION : 

( )_;FRIJ .~ : 
( .-1" 13?.ICi' : 

Bevel , clapboard , \~eathcrbo~rd , wood shinr;les , board & batten (type?) 
Bond type- common , i•:Oelish , :flemish. Sketch variants. 

< ) S'.1.'mr.i:; : Bone type- rubble, ashlar (random or regular) , quoins-plain , rusticated 
( ) I.CG 
(~Other : 

',/ALI Fl!u' 'i'URES : BELT COUH~E , PILA:;·ri~.r.s ' CTH.Ea.S 
:rcmm:·.Til t!t) : HJGH ' J,O'.·.' ,, BRIL.:K , J:)TON.1:1 
WATER '£1.HLE: NCt!E , .PU~HI , BEVEIED, M(,ULDED ERICK 

\1I!:DQ'\·iG , THD: , SHUT'l'BHS : 1/1( ) ~ ) 6/ 6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other(~ 'f/i-+ 
pet;e;ed ( ) nailed( ) wide ( ) r...arrow ( ) mitred ( ) pediment ( ) 

EUTH.'.iTCF. I IX01IB : Loc .... TrcN: 1 orcu·c :ff ~ci ~ 
H,'..RD'O:ARE : original( replaced( ) 
FAN LIGHT , TR1\N:SCl': , SIDE LIGHTS, PLAill 
P<meled , Verticle , Horizontal iloards 

CCRI!l"'E, Bi:.;~or. , F' •• AVF.S : (crown, fascia , s_g1.fi.:t... bed) 
orie;inal( /(' replaced( ) Rc.fter Ends , lfodillions , Dentils , Frieze , 

l\rchi trave 
RCGF: Gi,H]l; .FHCNT , G:'J3J.E Fli•.MK , HIP , SIJ:r~D , l. :\T·:t;1UW 1 G,J·inJa:L, FLAT , iOW·i::.HS /1-

i·:J 'fBHfoI. : wood shingles , slate 1 tin , asphalt original( ) rephtcecl( .......... )--

1-:0HCHJ.:;S : SHAFE OF RC.OF - shed(,,.{ hip( ) gable( ) 

CHJkl'!IY:. : 1HJl7Br:R ,;?- nRICY.(h ~;·rON.1( ) COJ~li:rl( ) origiMl( .Y-replciced ( ) 
1CC/.TIC1N : Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end( ) Centrcil( ) Interior (/) 

!..P.Cllf:.'.'i : Door e.nd window: I~eystcne , ~, ::ec;men tal , .0emicircular 

r CO! :1 • .I:.;f·!'11 
•• : 

Use - ~$1d~f1.0..­
::icni.fic.<?nce - fl ... c.. J... 
Date Con::;tructcd - C I} / 8 '> 0 

Conditjl)n -

DR . ~ ::. cnq\"YYa,) ()-\,.Vf)~ 
ta:Jszd llfa.\n Per c. to CLulal rnolu 







A-I -111-C..-62.9j 

~~ 13na:-Hc.vss_ 
Ci.1rn ~ c 1- w" Ji a.n1 s 'f-m 2£>~ i cL Pals . 
C) Dh n N ~Vsext_ 
10/ 1317c,. 

No ~th. \.v e:. -f 





A l-111-C-o.i.ft 
~ -:Bti cL }f'(St)SL 

Ccsrn5i,- 0 }- Wt I JI a.ms "t" n1 ~ i c (_ ecJ . 
JOhfl N~SO'L-

16/13 /7 '= 
S0....,f~""'e~f 


