
AL III-C-031 Hess Brick House 
Hillcrest Dr. 
Cumberland vicinity, Allegany Co. MD 
Eligible, Criterion C 

This distinctive two-story brick house is believed to have been built about 1910. The 
south-facing structure includes a four bay long main section with parapet gable ends with 
chimneys, and a two bay western section with battlements. A one-story one bay square addition 
is located at the east end. The house was built in all stretcher bond. It stands on a concrete 
foundation and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The irregularly spaced windows are 
mostly 6/1 sash topped by brick straight arches and supported by cast concrete sills. A hip-roofed 
porch with a low central pediment shelters the facade. Four large fluted columns support the 
porch roof The main entrance appears east of center. It is flanked by sidelights and topped by a 
transom. 

The Hess Brick House appears to be an early 20th century revival of regional late Federal 
era vernacular brick houses from the mid 19th century such as AL-VI-A-007 Frost Brick Farm 
House. The Frost House near Pinto was built circa 1850. The six bay brick structure also has 
parapets. The Hess Brick House is in very good original condition and represents a well
designed example of early 20th century revival styles. It is recommended as eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places due to high integrity oflocation, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, and feeling. 

Prepared by Merry Stinson 
Paula S. Reed and Associates, Inc. 
105 N. Potomac St. 
Hagerstown, MD 217 40 
301-739-2070 
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View of Hess Brick House (Al-111-31). 



RESS BRICK ROUSE 

AL-III-C-031 
Hillcrest Drive 
ca. 1910 

The Hess Brick House is believed to 

have been built around 1910 as a fashion-

able residence for a more affluent family 

of Allegany County. The house consists 

of a two story, five bay wide, rectangu-

lar shaped block, flanked by two wings. 

The significance of this site lies in 

the similarities of construction between 

this site and the Frost Brick House 

(AL-VI-A-007), built in the mid 19th 

century. Similarities include the rec-

tangular block brick construction, 

gabled ends and the parapets on the 

gable ends. 
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HISTORIC 
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DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Janet & Gene Hess 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 85, Route 2 
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llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
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30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland, 
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TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
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Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA;1K 

_EDUCATIONAL K_PRIVATE RESIDE:NCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT __ SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : ? .v-t - 71.33 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 
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B DESCRIPTION 

XEXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

XuNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

~ L -.nr .- c -o .) 1 

CHECK ONE 

OORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hess Brick House is located along Hillcrest Drive just 
east of Cumberland, Allegany County, on the north side of the road 
near the intersection of the National Highway. 

The house basically consists of a two story, five bay wide, 
rectangular shaped block. A one story wing abuts the main block on 
the northeast side while a two story wing with battlements abuts 
the main block on the southwest side. The building is of common 
stretcher bond construction and is supported by a poured concrete 
foundation with a plain water table. The roof of the structure is 
gabled and is covered with the original slate materials while the 
gabled ends feature parapets. Windows in the structure include 
double hung, wooden sash frames with six over six lights and cement 
cornices at the bottom of the frames. The main entrance is located 
on the front southeastern side and features the original horizon
tally paneled door with transom lights and side lights. The main 
entrance is covered by a three bay end porch with hipped roof which 
is supported by Roman Doric Capital columns. The one story wing, 
on the northeastern side, exhibits a flat roof-patio feature which 
is made available by a door on the secQnd story of the main block. 
Two original, corbeled brick chimneys are located on the flush end 
of the principal facade. 

The building is structurally very sound and is very similar 
in construction to the Frost Brick House, which is located on Route 220, 
south and was built in the mid nineteenth century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES ca.1910 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Ress Brick House is believed to have been built around 
1910 as a fashionable residence for a more affluent family of Al
legany County. The significance of this site lies in the similar
ities of construction between this site and the Frost Brick House, 
(AL-VI-A-007), built in the mid 19th century and located along 
Route 220 south. Similarities between the structures include the 
general rectangular block brick construction, the gable ends, and 
the parapets extending above the roof line of the gables. 

The house is in near original appearance and remains an 
architectural reminder of the fashionable style of life of the 
more affluent members of Allegany County in the early 20th century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



AL-1Il. -C-03 j 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY: BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

Layale, 

DATE 

11/5/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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