
GRABENSTEIN FARM HOUSE 

AL-III-C-033 
Jeffries Road, .6 mile south of Route 40 
ca. 1895 

The Grabenstein Farm House was built 

around 1895 by Frank Grabenstein as a sim-

ple residence for a subsistance type of 

farm. The house consists of a two story, 

three bay wide, ''L" shaped structure. A 

shed roof covering the entire facade and 

numerous end porches make this structure 

unique to the typical style of farm house 

found in Allegany County. The house has 

been owned and inhabited by the Graben-

stein family since construction until the 

late l960's when Norman Filsinger pur-

chased the property. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Grabenstein Farm House is located on the west side of the 
Jeffries Road near Cumberland, Allegany County, approximately .6 mile 
south of the Route 40 intersection. 

The house basically consists of a two story, three bay wide, 
''L" shaped structure. A two story wing abuts the main block on the 
rear, western side forming the "L" of the structure. A replaced 
porch with hipped roof is found at the apex of the "L", and an ori
ginal one story porch is placed on the northern side. The building 
is a frame structure, covered with novelty siding and the entire 
facade is supported by a low stone foundation with plain water table. 
The roof of the building is that of a shed which is covered with both 
replaced and original tin materials which has been tared. Windows 
in the structure feature double hung wooden sash frames with two 
over two and six over six lights with plain trim. The main entrance 
is located on the front eastern side and exhibits the original verti
cle paneled door with plain trim. The entrance is covered by a three 
bay end porch with shed roof that is supported by square columns. 
Three original brick chimneys are placed within the facade; two on 
the inside end of the main block and one on the inside end of the 
rear wing. 

The house is structurally sound, however, it has been left 
vacant with the recent death of Mr. Grabenstein. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Frank Grabenstein 

The Grabenstein Farm House was built in 1895 by Frank Grabenstein 
as a simple residence for a subsistance tYPe of farm. The building is 
similar to the common style of farm houses found in Allegany County with 
its two story ''L" shaped frame construction. However, it is a-typical 
in construction in that it features a shed roof on both the main block 
and wing, and also exhibits front and side end porches. The home has 
been owned by the Grabenstein family since construction until the late 
20th century when Norman Filsinger purchased the property from Leo 
Grabenstein, nephew of the original builder. 

The house is in near original appearance and remains a cultural 
and architectural reminder of a way of life once found in Allegany 
County. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Allegany Countv Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSAF.Y 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 1_7_5_._4_6_a_cr_e_s_ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

LaVale, 

DATE 

11/5/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS-1108 
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