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AL- IIIG- 042 
!!ASON- uL<ON LINE : HIL3STONE NO. --- (165) 
Cumberland , F.aryJ.and vicinity 
Public/private 

1767 (mouud of stones) , 1902 (monument) 

}!ilestone No . - - -(165) and the remains of an ori(;inal mound of stones on Shriver 

Ridge rJark a point on l iason and Dixon ' s West Line 157 miles and 22 chains west 

"from the Post harked West in Lr . Bryan ' s Field ( abo\lt 154.797 miles west of the 

northe~st corner of Haryland , the beginning of their 230 . 228- mile .lest Line) . The 

monument is a dressed magnesian limestone post with a low pyramidal top , quarried 

and carved in Cockeysville , Maryland, and originally llleasured about 10 inches 

square by about ~1 feet long , cut to stand about l~ feet above ground with the 

remainder for setting into the ground . It is in excellent condition , unaltered, 

still measures 10 inches square , stands about l foot above t~Q former mound (now 

loosely strewn stones); and is embellished only by the capital letter Pon the 

north side fa.cing Pennsylvania , h on the south side facing Maryland; the year 

1766 (when this area was preliminarily surveyed by }1ason and Dixon) on the east 

side , and 1902(when the monument was set) on the west side . The mound , or~0~nnily 

sur ncling a wood center post marked H on the West , was erected by ~!ason and Dixon 

in 1767, and is in ruins ,/A8r~~ft~~ra¥~cognizable as a mound . On the national and 

state levels , No . --- (l65) and the mound ruins are significant primarily as being 

among the some 248 markers in the thematic group series still visually defining 

the West Line , the boundary later known as ~he Ha.son- Dixon Line , famous for its 

historical impact ~nd innovative survey methods . Locally , as among the 37 markers 

(includine 9 mounds) remaining along the present Allegany/Fulton- Bedford-Somerset 

county boundary , they are also significant for their identifiable relationship 

to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these counties . 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Magi No . 0106045215 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME .o.JuU~1 J),..1:~1 HARKERS ALONG THE 11A.SOtr- DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUr) 

HISTORIC (Has on and D:Lxon ' .s) WEST LI NE , Post and Pile of St'one m:.irking 157 
.ll~les ~nc.. 63 Chains "from the Post Larked .1est in Mr . Bryan ' s r;e)d11 

A NO/OR COMMON 

H.1\..,0h - DIXO.T LINE : l .ILE.STOHE NO . ---(1900- 03 Resurve:y Lonument No , 165) 

IJLOCATION (not for publication) 
STREET & NUM BER off east side of Bedford Road (US 220) , on Shriver Ridge 

CITY. fOWN 
Cumberland X VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Nar;rland 

COUNTY 

HJ; ~ .. llegany / iA ; Bedfor d 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS N/:\ PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT X.PUBUC _OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

_BUILOING(SI _l>RIVATE _ UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL _ PARK 

_ STRUCTURE - BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS - EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

!oBJEC-rB _IN PROCESS .XYES: RESTRICTED _ GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_YES· UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION _ BEING CONSIDERED 
F"'- X nol. a...:Jpllcable _ NO 

s'tai:;e 
.-Ml UT ARY b X OTH JI 

r 

ouncr,.r ma \.A 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY Cnonument and mound only ; see Thematic Group HR 
norrd.notion form .... nu surrounding property ownerJiii~ list) 
NAME ... 

S t ... tt. o"" tu .ryland/Cornmonueal th of Pennsylva..'lia Tel ephone ff: 
STREET 8t NUMBER 

CITY. 10WN STATE, z ip cod e 
_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION( see Thentfi>grGl~up trR nomination form 
and ~~rroundinw pro_artj 01nershi; lidt) 
COURTHOUSE. Folio # : 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

SJ'REET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN • STATE 

if!9REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS Cal.Jo ->ee ThematictGrouo NR) a nomina ion ! orm 
TITLE 

Allegany County Historic Sites Inventory 

DATE 
~L-IIIC-042 entered 316~8 l, ! d;o. ted CJ 2 l 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

Marylan . ~i .. toricnl Trust 

Annapolis 

-FEDERAL ~TATE _COUNTY _ LOCAL 

STATE 
t·1aryl,..nd 21401 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

X...exCELLENT ( om.1.r nt LnETERIORATEO 
_GOOD ~RUINS ( o..ind) 
~FAIR _ UNEXPOSED 
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CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

~UNALTEREii onumcnt).i.. oRIGINALSITE (..iound and 
LLTEREo ( o lnd) -MOVED OAT ... onur:.entJ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Milestone No . ---(165)
1 

on Shriver .Ridge, was a new a.ressed ~ockeysville marble 

post i.n 1902 ;1hen added .to an original small "Pile of Stone'' erected at this 

site by Mason and Dixon in 1767 . The monument , set durine; the course Qf the 

1900- 03 Resurvey of the Maryland- Pennsylvania boundary , Measures 10 inches square , 

stands about 1 foot above the/ti~=li;5 iifihh~xcellcnt condition , unaltered , firmly 

in place ; and is embellished only by the capital letter P on the north side 

facing Pennsylvania , M on the south side facin~ Maryland , and the year 1766 (when 

this area was preliminarily surveyed) on the east side , and 1902 (uhen the 

monument was set) on the west side . The mound , now formless and scarcely 
on thi~1 stone~ rid~e . 

noticeao~~, was nescr~bed in the 1900- 03 Resurvey notes (p . 95) as ' apparently 

t~e mound noted in the report of the examiners for Pennsylvania in 1898 as 
11:fo . 1411-. Small heap of loosely piledstones . On Pine Ridge . 11 1 

~he area here , now called Shriver Ridge (but more appropriately called 
11 Nobbley Mountain" by Mason and Dixon) , is ut the south end of one of the 

inlifi:figfgbl~t~ps/p~ta'.fi~1:ti\~0§nd in- bett;een Evitts l· ountain to the east and 
P short di~tance ~orth of Johnson ' s Addition , n northern suburb of Cunberland, 

fills .. ountai.n to the west , / The site is within Election District 3'+ of Allegany 

County , MD , and Cumberland Valley Township of Bedford County , PA; about 3150 feet 

west of the preceding monument No . - - - (164) , and noted on Mason e.nd Dixon ' s list 

of11 Points in the Line" (H. !!ason 1 s transcription , 1969 , P • 193) as : 157 li.iles 

and 63 Chains"from the : ost 1'1r'lrA.ed .est in 1 r . Ir~ rn ' s Field 11 (a point 2 . 991 
or 154. 797 miles west of the ~or~heast corner of Maryland 

miles east of t~e nori •• ast corner of ~ryl~ndM About 950 feet east of US 220 

at the Line , at the east edge of ~g~/gm~~~ g~oa~a ridge , in the old stoney 

pipeline (110 longer maintained) , a few feet north of an old uire fenceline . It 

cannot be seen from any road ; ~s easily overlooked when along the pipeline , 

partly because the mound of stones is no lonuer recognizable as such ; and is 

protected by this obscurity as well as thg7ft~£~hbors . 

The monument , identical to 65 other monuments of 1902 set west of Sideling 

Hill alonr; the J.'i,aryland-Pennsylvatla boundary , was quarried and ca rved in 

Cockeysville , MD , of :i. \thite , fine-.;rained o rble called sacch?.roidal dolomite 
or magnesian limestone; was originally cut about 10 inches square by about 4}: 
feet long with a low pyramidal top , usually set a bout l}~ feet above e;round w:i.th 
the remaining 3 feet for settine; into the ground . The letters and numbers are 
"'"lo 1 !- ... 1 "it1-1 ~ri'."s,.... r ~i c.> t lly a.lic;ned us a band around 1 

"'·JI ii; 4- t 1 . d • t t tJ 
~OMTIN-.ui WON SEPllii'E sli~T5 IF

1 NeC:EsSA'R~:~~fug~s ~~e a~oh1~au~rt}i1tichen . 
(s<::e ll e- tic ir9i.l.., •R 11011,in~ tic1 .form for full descriptions of the new 1902 
monuments anu orie;ina~ .~e.i:;on anu .J:i..xon Ltounas) 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

~ PREHISTORIC --ARCHEULOliY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

- 1400- 1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

-1500-1599 

-1600-1699 

X,..1700-1 799 

z... 1800· I 899 

~1900-

-AGRICULTURE 

--ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

_ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

X..EXPLORA TI ON/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_LAW _ SCIENCE 

_LITiRATURE 

_MILITARY 

_ SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_ MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

Jl.POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ~THEA (SPECIFY) 
boun.: ...J.'J urvt: ., · ng 

SPECIFIC DATES 1767 <~o~nd ) 
1~02 (cionument) 

.. ~DE.BlAOIDl:io:EOI C~rrles Mason and Jeremiah !)ixon 
ta ·1y ·1T J) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1:.:.ilestone J.10 . ---(165) ilith the remains of an ori..;inal mound , n.re 

significant on the national and state levels primarily as one of the oomc 

248 murl<:ers i:;till visually definini; Uason £'.lld Dixon ' s ·.iest Line , the 230 . 228-

mile boundary later known as the llason-Di~on Line , famous for its historical 

impact and innovative survey methods . This part of the Line was prelininarily 

surveyed in 1766 , the site marked Hith a t1ood post surrounded by a pile of 

stone the follo11ing year , and a new Cockeysville marble monument added to the 

center of the wound in 1902 to permanently mark the survey point , durins the 

1900- 03 Resurvey of the Maryland- Pennsylvania boundary . Locally , as one of 

57 markers (including 9 orie;ina.l mounds) along the present Allegany/Fulton­

Bedford- Souwrset county boundary , No . --- (165) with the mound are also 

significant for their identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil 

Har heritage of these counties . 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination i'orr.i) 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY l... d than one acre 

Quadrane;le naine : .1:.ovitts Creek (Maryland- Pennsylvania- West Virginia) , USGS 7.5 
minute eries (topographic) , 1949 photorev . 1974, scale 1 : 24oOO 

UTM reference : zone 17 , eastine 69682 , northing 439932 (Note : shown incorrectly 
on .uadra-"le,le j see 1900- 03 Resurvey uap Plate LVIII) 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ::j • 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 11aryland COUNTY Allegany 

STATE 
fennsylvania 

COUNTY Bedford 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

... ~lice . ic:. rtin (volunteer , Mason and Dixon 1 s ilest Line bound .... ry marker surveyor) 
ORGANIZATION DA TE 

11 ryl""nu. istorical Trust and Maryland Geolog:i:cal Survey 8/2/81 (3ite resurveyed) 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

143oe .. ount ~venue ( :01) 472- 2128 
CITY OR TOWN 

Phoe.'li x 
STATE 

.. "' ryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

P•· I IOI 
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HISTC\:I:: Al'ERIC/.tj ElUILDINGS SURVEY 

L<;TATE 
, IN_YE~_;TORY rn fl. ·• I r:- (:: 1 C [CY; 

COUl'iTY ;"llegany , ·,.-1. -,r · -. - . I/ 

TOWN VICINITY 
2. NAME r:iasoL-Dixon Line 

tj l' I l l (' J5 ~ 
STREET NO. (~1 f ?, ~ I ~ 1 fi l' I I' 

DATE OR PERIOD 
ORIGINAL OWNER STYLE 
ORIGINAL USE ARCHITECT 
PRESENT OWN ER BUILDER 
PRESENT USE 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 
WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGl'llFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

( 19A &. 20A J Mason-Dixon Line 

Between the years 1763 and 1767 Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon were 

I 
engaged in the surveying and marking of the boundarJ between the grants of 
William Penn and Lord Baltimore. This line has come to be known as the 
Mas~n-Dixon Line and is the often referred to line of demarcation between the 
North and the South. This was especially apparent a hundred years after its 
origination when our country was engaged in the Civil War. In laying the 
line, marker stones were placed every mile. In 1902 the original stones of 
1766 that remained were replaced along most of the line and one of these 
originals is on display at the Allegany County Historical Society. At every 
five-mile point along the original line, the surveyors placed a "crown stone", 
an elaborate marker some five feet high bearing the coat-of-arms of the land 
owners. Very few of these are still in existence. 

Today one can view the line and its markers at two relatively convenient 
e points in this County. One is near Route 220 on the crest of a ridge about 

300 yards east of the highway. John E. Growden, on whose land this marker is 
located, lives at the Maryland-Pennsylvania line and will gladly direct any 
interested person to the stone. The second marker with especially easy access 
is in the town of Ellerslie on the west side of Route 35. Situated on the lawn 
of the Redeemer's United Church of Christ, the stone is not ten feet from 
the roadway. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered Interior Exterior 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE !IF RECORDER 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, <::TC. 

Source: Historic Landmarks in All~gany 
County; a staff report by the Allegany 
County Planning & Zoning Commissio~, 
Cumberland, 'Md., Jan. 1965 DATEOFRECORC 
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