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In 1758, three years after Braddock's defeat, the combined 

forces of the British and their colonies were gathering for an 

assault on Fort Duquesne. The British Colonel Bouquet was stationed 

in Reastown (Bedford, Pa.) to prepare for the assault while Col. George 

Washington was doing the same in Fort Cumberland. Bouquet wrote 

Maryland's Governor Sharpe in June 1758, that a "road of communication" 

between Fort Cumberland and Reastown should be constructed. Colonel 

Mercer of the colonies directed the work on the road on which Washington 

and Bouquet later conferred. 
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The route of \fashington's Road, from rumberlanrl to Bedford, is nm>J occu-

pied by Pine Ridge Road. No traces of the original road are evident, most of it 

would be located in Pennsylvania. 
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In 1758, three years after Braddock's defeat, the combined forces of the 

British and their colonies were gathering for an assault on Fort ~uquesne. The 

8ritish Colonel Bou~uet was stationed in Reastown (Bedford, Pa.) to prepare for the 

assault while Col. George l;Jashington was doing the same in Fort Cumberland. Bouquet 

wrote ilaryLmd's r.overnor Sharpe in June of 1758 that a "road of cormnunication'' 

Jetween Fort Cumberland and Reastown should be constructed.I Work was begun imme

diately but was constantly interrupted by attacks by hostile Indians. 2 Work on 

the road 1-Jas directed by a colonial Colonel rt~rcer. 1:/ashin!Jton and Bouquet confeirred 
3 

on the road halfway between Cumber land and Reastmm. 

l. \•/ill II. Lowdermilk. History of Cumber land, (Originally published, \'/ashinqton, 
1878, reprinted. Regional Publishinq Co., Baltimore, 1972) n. 232-3. 

2. Lowdermilk, ~· 234. 

3. Lowciermilk, p. 236. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
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(,23A.) Washington's Road 
In order to provide strategic access to and from Fort Cumberland, many 

roads were constructed during its initial period of military importance. One 
such road was the one opened by George Washington and his men to Reas-town 
(now Bedford), Pennsylvania, in July of 1758. Washington and General Bouquet 
conferred halfway along the road on July 30, 1758. A marker showing this 
meeting place and the site of the original road, has been erected at the 

junction of Route 220 and Pine Ridge Road. 
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