
AL-III-C-048 Hillcrest Memorial Park Funeral Chapel 
Cumberland vicinity, Allegany Co. MD 
Eligible, Criterion C 

This Gothic style brick tower stands atop a hill overlooking Hillcrest Memorial Park to 
the south. The structure consists of a two-story-square block laid in Flemish bond topped by a 
smaller octagonal one-story section laid in all stretcher bond. The octagonal section has a belt 
course and a crenellated roofline. Gothic arched ventilators pierce each side. Brick buttresses 
reinforce each comer of the main square section. A pair of Gothic arched windows appears in 
each side. The entrance is located on the east side. Many of the windows feature elaborate 
stained glass patterns. It appears to date from the late 19th or early 20th century. 

This is a distinctive and well-designed structure in the Gothic style, which is in good 
original condition. It is recommended as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places due 
to high integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
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View of Hillcrest Singing Tower (Al-III-48). 

r 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

AL-III-C-048 
010474 5734 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Hillcrest Memorial Park Funeral Chapel 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. rowN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

VICINITY OF 

STATE COUNTY 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED __ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Telephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE I zip code 
_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

~L-ill--C-OY1 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHECJLUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER I SPECIFY) 



AL-W.. -c-o~~ 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~,ARATE SHEET IF NECESSAF.Y 

DiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



AL-JI[. e -rll-f! Allegany - { l 

[no write-up] 

Singing Tower, Hillcrest (cemetery), east of Cumberland 

East of Cumberland, the Singing Tower stands at the peak of a 
hill and is visible from some distance. A memorial structure 
(or chapel?), the Singing Tower has a 2 storey brick square 
base and a 1 storey octagonal stage above. This has louvred 
lancets. There are corner buttresses and a crenellated top. 


