
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

AL-III-C-087 
010478 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Old Union Grove Academy 
AND/OR COMMON 

Smouse House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

south side of Rocky Gap Road, east of Hazen Rd., northeast of 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DI STRICT Cumber land 

__x v1c1N1TY oF Cumberland 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryl srnd 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~CCU PIED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

)'..:_BUILDING(S) ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL ~_;_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED __ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED -2>YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Telephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE ' Zlp code 
_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

I! REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

::::_ORIGINAL SITE 
v 
:'..:..GOOD _MOVED DATE __ _ 

_FAIR _ UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The former academy building, constructed circa 1850, and now 
a residence, is located on the south side of Rocky Gap Road, with 
its principal facade facing north. It contains two sections, the 
larger western gable-roofed main building, with a smaller 
building attached to its southeast corner. The main block is 
one ~torx high, with a gable end facade, and is constructed of 
brick now ~ainted white. It is three bays wide, with a central 
doorwax with sideli~hts flanked by a 6/6 window to each side. 

A later one-storx porch supported by tapered piers on square 
bases extends along the main facade and wraps around the east 
~ide, connecting to the smaller building on the southeast corner 
and giving the building a bungalow flavor. The smaller building 
is two bays wide by two bays deep, with a door and window in its 
north wall and two windows on the east. It is also of brick 
painted white, and has a pyramidal roof which contributes to 
the interesting sequence of rooflines on the building. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 .l':ARCHITECTURE .XEDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 
:x 
_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCH ITEC.T 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The building is significant for its history as the Old 
Unton Grove Acaden}y. Its original design is still intact and 
expressive of its original function, with the twentieth century 
bungaloid porch relating well to the older building. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



/,iL-111 -c-o?1 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET IF NECESS.AEY 

UIJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Peggy Bruns Weissman & Peter E. Knrtze Uistoric Sites Surveyors 
DATE ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust December 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Circel 269-2438 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis, Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 



Addendum to AL-III-C-087 Old Union Grove Acadeiey 

This ad:jendum to the Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Form, conpleted in 
1979, is based on correspondence with Jack Strouse in October 1990. 

Land records listed the acadeiey as the "Wilson Acadeiey" in 1902 Wien the Board 
of County School Conrnissioners of Allegany sold the property to the Srrouse family. 
Recorded in Allegany County deed Liber 91, Folio 406 dated August 9, 1902. 

The correct ad:jress is the south side of Strouse' s Mill Road. 

The county p.rrchased the land in 1874 and constructed the building the sarre 
year. A date stone in the building gives the date 1874 and initials J.J.S. (John 
Jacob Strouse). 

The gable roofed building faces east with a snaller building attached to its 
south~st corner. The one-story porch extends the length of the nain facade and 
wraps around the south side of the building. 
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