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Prosperity United Methodist Church 
Pleasant Valley Road 
near Rocky Gap State Park 
1893 

Prosperity United Methodist Church was built in 1893; the 
property was bought "for the erecting of a place of Divine Worship". 
Methodism has always been a strong force in the county. In the 
last quarter of the 19th century, nearly half of the county's churches 
were Methodist. The church is a rectangular frame building with 
gennansiding. It is an example of the simple, utilitarian style 
of building and stands as a reminder of the importance of religion 
in Allegany County. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Prosperity United Methodist Church is located on the western 
side of Pleasant Valley Road at Rocky Gap State Park. 

This church consists on a rectangular frame building with 
germansiding. It rests on a high foundation of coursed ashlar 
stone with a plain water table. The gable front roof is covered 
with asphalt shingles. Eaves consist of box cornice, sloped 
soffit, and bedmould. Wall features include cornerboards and 
a decorative triangular vent later on the east. A replaced 
cinderblock chimney is located outside end. 

The original entrance is obscured by the added vestibule, 
which has double doors with decorative moulding. Windows are 
triangular headed with three stained glass lights and wooden 
lugsills. The frame vestibule with germansiding is gabled. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Prosperity United Methodist Ch~f~h, located in northeastern 
Allegany County, was built in 1893.l J The deed says that the 
property \'/a$ bought "for {the) erecting of a place of Divine 
Worship 11

• l2J 

Methodism has always been a strong force in the county. 
In the last quarter of the 19th c~ntury nearly half of the 
county's churches were Methodist.l3) 

This church is an example of the simple, utilitarian 
style of building and stands as a reminder of the importance 
of religion in Allegany County. 

{l) Allegany County Land Records, Liber 73, Folio 666 

{2) Ibid 

{3) Harry Stegmaier, et al. Allegany County- A History (Parsons, W.Va.: 
McClain Printing Co.) P-248 
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David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 
Shara Goodwin. Historic Sites Surveyor 

Allegany County Historic Site Survey 

3 Pershing Street 

Cumberland 

DATE 

April 9. 1979 
TELEPHONE 

777-5944 
STATE 

Maryland 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Prosperity United Mehotidst Church 
AL-lll-C-124 
Plesant Valley Road 

TITLE SEARCH 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 80, Folio 384 
Grantee: Trustees of the Methodist Church 

of Prosperity 
Granter: George W. Dart 
Notes: Parcel of ground adjacent to 73/666 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 73 Folio 666 

Date: August 25, 1896 

Consideration: $1.00 

Grantee: Trustees of the Methodist Church of Prosperity Date: May 20, 1893 
Granter: George W. Dart Consideration: $1.00 
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