
Wolford Farmhouse 
AL-lll-C-132 
Valley Road 
vicinity of Cumberland 
ca. 1900 

This farmhouse was built around 1900 by Charles Wolford. The Wolford 
family is one of the older families of Allegany County. Charles Wolford 
was born in 1875 at Bottle Run, seven miles east of Cumberland. Both of 
his brothers were prominent merchants of Cumberland, Charles Wolford, 
father, Jacob, was an engineer at the Bottle Run tannery, and his grand
father, Samuel, was one of the substantial farmers of Allegany County. 
One of the interesting features of this house is its hip-roofed wrar
around vernada with seven Roman doric columns. The house retains much 
of its original appearance, and is a reminder of one of the older, well
known families of the Cumberland area. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Wolford Farmhouse is located on the western side of Valley Road 
near the Mason-Dixon Line. 

This house is an "L" shaped, two story, three bays wide frame house 
covered with asbestos shingles. It rests on a high foundation of random ashlar 
stone with a plain water table. The gable flank roof is covered with ribbed 
tin. Eaves consist of a box cornice, soffit, and frieze. One original corbeled 
brick chimney and one replaced cinderblock chimney are located inside end. 

The main entrance in the center of the southeastern facade has a one 
light transom. One over one light and three over one light windows are nailed 
with plain frames. A shed roofed frame addition is in the corner of the "L". 
A hip roofed wrap around veranda with seven roman doric columns is on the 
northeast and southeast. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Wolford Farmhouse is situated in north central Allegany Cou~f~ 
near the Mason-Dixon Line. It was built ca. 1900 by Charles Wolford. 

The Wolford family is described by Thomas and Williams in their 
History ~~~Allegany County, Maryland as "one of the old families of Allegany 
County." Both of Charles Wolford's brothers are the subjects of biographical 
sketches in the Thomas and Williams book. John C. Wolfor~~ the oldest 
brother, was in the "furniture and undertaking business." ) The other brother, 
Virgil L. Wolfo~~J was the proprietier of the leading cigar and tobacco store 
in Cumberland." 

Charles Wolford was born in 1875 at Bottle Run, seven miles east 
of Cumberland and was the youngest of five children. His parents were Jacob 
and Mary Wolford, and his grandfather, Samuel w~55ord, was described as "one 
of the substantial farmers of Allegany County." Jacob Wolford "was engineer 
for many years at the Botttg Run tannery, but late in life retired from 
Bottle Run to Cumberland." ) Charles w~75ord is listed in both of his brothers' 
sketches as a farmer of Allegany County. 

The house retains much of its original appearance and is a reminder 
of one of the older, well-known families of the Cumberland area in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. 
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Interview with Mrs. Eldridge J. Grove, 9/18/79. 

James W. Thomas and T.J.C. Williams, History of Allegany County 
(Philadelphia: L.R. Titsworth and Company), p. 1128. 

Ibid 

Ibid, p. 1198 

Ibid 

Ibid 

Ibid 
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