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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Evitts home site is located about 100 feet east of a trail which climbs 
Evitts Mountain on Rocky Gap State Park between Cumberland and Flintstone in 
Allegany County, Maryland. The site is situated near the top of the mountain on 
its southeast slope. All that remains is a clearing on a level area of the mountain 
side, a small depression in the ground surrounded by ruins of foundations and a hand 
dug well lined with stone. Near the house site are lengths of field stone fences 
running through the forest. Part of an early 19th century cast iron stove plate was 
found lying on the ground near the foundations. Trees that have grown up inside the 
stone fences appear for the most part to be 50-75 years old. 

The site is traditionally believed to be the home of the first settler in Allegany 
County whose name was Evart or Evitt. He supposedly came to this place in the 1730 1 s 
and the mountain upon which he settled has been named for him. 

The site now marked was obviously inhabited by someone who valued its remote 
location but nothing has been found at the present time to indicate that the site 
was occupied during the early 18th century. The only datable evidence is the fragment 
of the stove plate from the early 19th century and the age of the trees in the stone ~ 
fenced enclosures. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The significance of the Evitts site lies in its representation of a lifestyle based 
upon remote conditions. It seems odd that someone would choose to live on a cold, 
windy mountainside farm when there was more fertile agricultural land available. Perhaps 
archeological work will reveal more about this piece of property. If it is land that was 
settled by Evitt then the site has additional significance as the home of the first 
known white settler in Allegany County. Further documentation is necessary, however, 
before the early origins of this farm site will be known. Attached is a copy of an 
excerpt from Thomas J. Scharf 's History of Western Maryland concerning "Evart the 
Englishman" and describing his supposed home site. 
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1974 Supplement. 
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.ALLEGANY COUNTY. 

r;-r n ~fNames of Mountains and Stre~ms.1 I the uiountnin 11ear the point 11 here tht: sl.r<!am called 
-~:';~: il"hite m:iu who penetrated the wilds 11f " l!:vart'i; Creek" breaks tLro11gh t hr. mount.iin. TI ere 

- ntain region of ,\lle!?:nuy County was an i 1tc found un•foubted evidence that 1hc 8JlOl where he 
~ c;:

1 
o~ui~d l~vart. •rradition. ::.ayi; that he wa:i then stood had been the residenr<l of the h(•rmit. 

:ioil; ~i~hman by birth, and a. rnan of educatiou I E,·eu then i:ileuce coYerecl the mou11tain, e.ud with the 
:'lb :d !'Ct:ll 

111
ud1 of civili:.wd Ii fo. 'l'he We~tl'rn I e11)11uc11cr of Ajnx nrnong tl1e d.,n.J ~'"' . ,a w tell I he 

• •it.• of ihe whil e man l1nd nut then penetrated ruelnncholy slury of its f11rm.:r nct:11pa11t. On the top 
"" .,.-in<· I _ -t~ tnl-0 lh~ forcsL than the Conoco<lhengue, and of Lhc mounl ain, 0 1· :1t le.1sL thut ,\J1id1 ~c1:111ed the 
~..: 6e~ i::trugglc for the possessiou of lhe counll'y I top, \l'llS a lc\·el piece of ground ,f ubout Lw<i ncr(;S, 

_·
10

,. 011 beLween the white nn<I the abori;rines 
1 

with good ~oil, Lhnt. had been dt·nre11 and in culti· 
••'""'' - . ... :iich i; u.::i rly every portion of our laud hns been vution. The monutnin grodually •·os.:: lo the nurth, 
:::.s:i:..-1 by l1lood 11ud cmclty. I~vart, driven to de;,pc- for at the brow of lhc mouutain '11 dear ~1.1 il waii 
...., " i,, <li~nppni11t111cnL in love, penetrnted that part n line spring of moun lain-wnter. The 11ccc5-o; lo the 
;.. tl.t ~notry which i;t.retehcs some l'ixty ioiles west top was :;o ru~geu that caUlc >"l<lum, il' ever, r1:ached 
r tbl' Conncochen::ue, au<l built a Cftbin on the top of it. The grass had g rown up and f.111.:n uatil it 

,. lll<'untain so111e seven uiilcs northeast of the preseut formed a sward.us :;of\ as 11 bed of <lvwn. 'Ihe hou~c 
ri~v of Cno1berluud. The trail of the Indians, ns or cabin was gone, bu~ Lhe chiwuey, of rut.le i;t-011e, 

, :'° t!'ft\·el'3Cd ~he 1nounlainuus Tegion lying betwl'cn some teu or twelve foet hi!!h, wn..« :;till scunJi .g. 
tl.e- Ath111tic a11d the west.irn waters, passeJ along the There were scattered arouwi sow-, dm:• l or four L pplc­
nllcr of the PoLotrlac and cro:;sed Dan's 11Iouutain, trees, two pear-trees, EOUJe oproutli frvm the p·.:ach-
1 .ru; cif!ht miles south of the spot where Evart uuil ~ trees, and one plum-Lree. (1>·.,r Lhc 'll'h"lc !;Udi.cu of 
bi~ cnbiu. There u11on the Lop of :i mount..iiu, far that part which hod been culri,ated the. Englis.h Hrow­
rrum the hubitatiou of civilized mau, and even from berry had sprratl, and wa;: ther. !,."TOWiug io great pro· 
the haunt of the red wan of Lhe forest, this singnl:lf fn,-i on. Gen. McKaig br1'u!:l1t ci·•1n: \viLl i hi1u ;:ome 
it1diridual took up his lonely abode. Il is asserted of the roots, and had them t:11uspla11ted in Qumbcr­
thal hi;; disgust for civilized life was caused by Lhe land, from which has betu produced rhe fine~t quality 
frailty, licklen~Rs, or falsehood of a woman on whom of t.he English strawberry. Here, in this i-oiit.ary 
he had placed his hopes of happiuess. When t.hese spot, lived ooe whom nµither the thirst for goid, nor 
were wrecked he sought the wildernl"SS. Neither the the speculative spirit of adve11~uri' nM the n1ado~n;ng 
allurements of civilized life, not the dangers of the zeal of religious euthu,iill£ru ha<l driv.iri frnm c1rili.za­
forcsr. tra\crsed vuly by the "'\\'age, were sufficient to lion and hC1me lllld fril·'lds, but a rom~ntic i:li~appoint.­
dcter him. Without expecting or deeiring ever to meot which he had permitte<l lil blight his life. His 
h'<! Lite face of civilized man, he fixed ])is babilation idea seems to have been to loEt• his iri.intity nnd hury 
r.ir in the wilderness, and on so rugged a spot that his narue, but in this he failed, for his aawe still 
c\'Cm t..O 1l1is day perhaps not a dozen individuals have clings to the mountain ou which he resided, and to 
el'cr visited the spot when) his cabin was built. the stream which flows at its base. Gt.-orgt: Hughes 

Rhortly after Gen. 'l'homas J. l\IcKaig remoYed to fixe:1 his death prior to tlle year 1750, but when or 
i\forylaod he heurd the story of Lhe resilleoce of under what circumstances it. took ph1ce uo human 
"Evart the E11glishman11 from George H ughes, then being ever knew, uor was there any friendly haod to 
i-0me eighty years old, aod oue of lhc enrlier settlers close his eyes or perform the sad offices of sepulture;.J 
of this part of .Maryhrn.J. Iu order to test tl.te truth Between lhe years of 1742 and 1745 there lived 
of the lraditiou, Gen. McKaig procured a mountain- at Salisbury, oear Williamsport, a family uameu Clem­
guide and weut in search 11f the spot where iL was said mer, cousil.ting ot' the father, mother, three sons. and 
EYart's cabin had ::tolJJ. 'l'ril\•eri'ing the side of the o daughter. "The daughter was accideutally drowned. 
mountain now known ai:; "E''an's" or Evitt's Mouot:dn While returning with their ueigM111ra from the funeral, 
for some distance north of' the point where the turn- one of t.he boys riding behind his father and another 
pike leading from Hagerstown to Cumberland crofil!es behind the mother, they \l"ere fired upon by a party 
M11rtin's i\fouutnin, Gen. McKaig and his guide lef\ of fifteen Delaware [nuiani:;. The men of the party, 
their horses, aad with much labo1· reached the top of fi,•e iu number, were nil killed, and Lhe ho~e on which 

lhe lllothcr rode was killeu. The two boys nnd the 
1 Tllo author i! intlelit\.'tl lo C:icu. '.r. J. ~foKaig, fur111erly of 010~her were captured. The moLher on the day after 

Cu1oherlond, ror the iorormntiuo contninod iu the 111.~<;rupnoy-
ing •k.:tcb of th~ dciivaLion ornam~ ur nwnntnins nnrl stroarus I the capture escaped, was retaken and murJered, ant.I 
in Alle:rany County. the t\~o Loys were hrought by theil' captors lo "Wills-

Se ho.tf, .) ~11.S. f!r:Stoni <:i.f. Wes11'11l Ma~AM& . 'rh~t&. ~ (b!A.i., ft. fue.=ls. reR>z . 
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