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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Evitts home site is located about 100 feet east of a trail which climbs
Evitts Mountain on Rocky Gap State Park between Cumberland and Flintstone in
Allegany County, Maryland. The site is situated near the top of the mountain on
its southeast slope. All that remains is a clearing on a level area of the mountain
side, a small depression in the ground surrounded by ruins of foundations and a hand
dug well lined with stone. Near the house site are lengths of field stone fences
running through the forest. Part of an early 19th century cast iron stove plate was
found lying on the ground near the foundations. Trees that have grown up inside the
stone fences appear for the most part to be 50-75 years old.

The site is traditionally believed to be the home of the first settler in Allegany
County whose name was Evart or Evitt. He supposedly came to this place in the 1730's
and the mountain upon which he settled has been named for him.

The site now marked was obviously inhabited by someone who valued its remote
location but nothing has been found at the present time to indicate that the site
was occupied during the early 18th century. The only datable evidence is the fragment
of the stove plate from the early 19th century and the age of the trees in the stone *
fenced enclosures.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Evitts site lies in its representation of a lifestyle based
upon remote conditions. It seems odd that someone would choose to live on a cold,
windy mountainside farm when there was more fertile agricultural land available. Perhaps
archeological work will reveal more about this piece of property. If it is land that was
settled by Evitt then the site has additional significance as the home of the first
known white settler in Allegany County. Further documentation is necessary, however,
before the early origins of this farm site will be known. Attached is a copy of an
excerpt from Thomas J. Scharf's History of Western Maryland concerning "Evart the
Englishman" and describing his supposed home site.
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ALLEGANY COUNTY.

r"m:nes of Mountains and Streams.!
:.;f: grst white man who penetrated the wilds of
'; moantain region of Allegany County was an ‘
? 5 erdual gamed Bvart. Pradition, says that he was
= Enclishmun by birth, and a man of edueation
“bo I::d seen mich of civilized life. "The Western
v euts of the white man had not then penetrated
forest than the Conococheague, and

scstieny
fsrther int0 the

AVCTIL-C - 113 132

the mountain near the point where the streamn called
¢ Tovart's Oreck™ breaks through the mountsin.  Here
ha found undoubted evidence that the spot where he
then stood hiad been the residence of the hermit.
Tiven then silence covered the mountaiv, and with the
eloquence of Ajax among the dead served to tell the
melancholy story of its former occupant.  On the top
| of the mountain, or at least that which seemed the

shat fierce struggle for the possession of the country | top, was a level piece of ground of about twd acres,

wss poing OO between the white and the aborigines
which
warked by blood aod cruclty. Kvart, driven to despe-
sxtion by disappointument in love, penetrated that part
of the country which stretelies some sixty miles west
of the Conococheague, and built a cabin on the top of
& mountain some seven miles northeast of the present
gty of Cumberland.  The trail of the Tndians, as
lh;r craversed the mountainous region lying between
;}.e-.\i]unﬁc and the western waters, passed along the
calley of the Potomac and crossed Dan's Mountain,
e cight miles south of the spot where Evart built
his cabin. There upon the top of a mountain, far
from the habitation of civilized man, and even from
the haunt of the red wan of the forest, this singular
individual took up his lonely abode. It is asserted
that his disgust for civilized life was caused by the
frailty, fickleness, or falsehood of a woman on whom
he had placed his hopes of happiness. When these
were wrecked he sought the wilderness. Neither the
sllurements of civilized life, nor the dangers of the
forest, traversed only by the savage, were sufficient to
deter him. Without expecting or desiring ever to
see the face of civilized man, he fixed his habitation
far in the wilderness, and on so rugged a spot that
even to this day perhaps not a dozen individuals have
ever visited the spot where his cabin was built.
Shortly after Gen. Thomas J. McKaig removed to
Maryland he heard the story of the residence of
« Bvart the Boglishman” from George Hughes, then
some eighty years old, and oue of the earlier settlers
of this part of Maryland. In order to test the truth
of the tradition, Gen. McKaig procured a mountain-
guide and went in search of the spot where it was said
Evart's cabin had stood, Traversing the side of the
mountain now known as © Evart’s” or Evitt's Mountain
for some distance north of the point where the turn-
pike leading from Hagerstown to Cumberland erosses
Martin’s Mountain, Gen. McKaig and his guide left
their horses, and with much labor reached the top of

1 The suthor iz indebted to Gen. . J. McKaig, formerly of
Cumberland, for the information contained i the accompany-
ing skeich of the derivation of names of monntains and streams
in Allegany County.

in nearly every portion of our land has been |

with good soil, that had been cleared and in culti-
vation. The mountain gradually rose to the north,
for at the brow of the mountain in clear seoil was
a fine spring of mountain-water. The access to the
top was so rugged that cattle seldom, if ever, reached
it. The grass had grown up and fallen until it
formed a sward.as soft as a bed of duwn, 'The house
or cabin was gone, but the chimney, of rude stone,

some ten or twelve feet high, waus still standing.
There were scatteved around saws three or four apple-
trees, two pear-trees, some sprouts from the peach-
trees, and one plum-tree. Uver the whole sarfics of
that part which had been cultivated the English straw-
berry had spread, and was then growing in great pro-
fusion. Gen. McKaig bronght down with hin some
of the roots, and had them trsnsplanted in Cumber-
land, from which has been produced the finest quality
of the English strawberry. Here, in this solitary
spot, lived one whom neither the thirst for gold, nor
the speculative spirit of adventure, nor the maddening
geal of religions enthusiasm had driven from civiliza-
tion and home and friends, but a romantic disappoint-
ment which he had permitted to blight his life. His
idea seems to have been to lose his identity and bury
his nawe, but in this he failed, for his pame still
clings to the mountain on which he resided, and to
the stream which flows at its base. George Hughes
fixes his death prior to the year 1750, but when or
under what ecirecumstances it took place no human
being ever kunew, nor was there any friendly hand to

Between the years of 1742 and 1745 there lived
at Salishury, near Williamsport, a family named Clem-
mer, consisting of the father, mother, three sons, and
a daughter. The daughter was accidentally drowned.
While returning with their neighbors from the funeral,
one of the boys riding behind his father and another
behind the mother, they were fired upon by a party
of fifteen Delaware [ndians. The men of the party,
five in number, were all killed, and the horse on which
the mother rode was killed. The two boys and the
mother were captured. The mother on the day alter
the capture escaped, was retaken and mardered, and
the two boys were brought by their captors to * Wills-

Sehurf, ), Thornas. Fistord of wlesttnn Magand . Phit: Louis #. bort. (682,

close his eyes or perform the sad offices of sepulture, |
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