
ABSTRACT 

AL- IIIC- 157 
l1ASON-DIXON LINE : HILESTONE !iO . ---(161) 
Pleasant Vally , Maryland 
Public/private 

1766/1767 (area surveyed/marked) 
1902 (new monument set at 

additional site) 

. 6 in Pleasant Vallev Milestone No . --- (1 l)/narkS an additional point on Mason and Dixon ' s "est Line 

about 4250 feet west of the precedini; monume11t,( nd mound site) , No . --- (160) on 

Hartin I:ountain ridge , /~~gs~5to 151 miles west of the northeast corner of Hr..ryland , 

t . b · · f th 2~0,,.22R-mile It · 1 · d d C k ·11 bl ne eginnins o ei~/1est Line . is a very pain, resse oc·eysvi c mar e 

monument of 1902 , of the same design and source as 65 other monuments set durin5 

the 1900- 03 Resurvey of the Haryland- Pennsylvania boundary west oi Sideling Hill. 

It is in excellent condition , unaltered ; measures about 10 inches square by about 

1 foot above ground with a low pyramidal top ; and is embellished only by the 

capital letters P on the ~orth side facing Pennsylvania , M on the south side facing 

66 on the east side . . . Maryland ; nd the years 17 /wlien ~his area w<is prel:u:u.narily surveyed , and 1902 

on the \·test side , Hhen this monument was set . ?fo . - --(161) is significant on 

the national and state levels pri~arily as one of some 248 mar~ers still visually 

defining the \lest Line , the boundary later known as the Hasan- Dixon Line , famous 

for its historical impact and innovative survey methods . Locally , as one of 37 

monuments marking the present Allegany/Fulton-Bodford- Somerset county boundary , 

it is ulGo si!jnificant symbolically for its identifiable relationship to the 

coloni~il and Civil Hur heritage of these counties . 
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L£xCELUNT 

- GOOD 

- FAIR 

CONDITION 
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_ RUINS 
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~UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ ORIGINAL SITE 

_ M OVED DATE._ __ 

Xadditior. l ~1te (l 

DESCRIBE TH E PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Milestone ?io . --- (161) was a new , dressed Cockeysvillc marble post in 1902 

when added to Mason and Di.~on ' s fest Line during the course of the 1900- 03 

Resurvey of the liaryland-Pennsylvania boundary. It measures 10 inches souare 

b b · f terminating · . . • Y a out l oot above eround / in a low pyramidal top; is in excellent 

condition , unaltered , firmly in place ; and is embellished only by the capital 
facin"' Penns:vl.v:ania . . fa.cin~ 1..:ar.vland . letters P on the north Sl.<1EY; --i, on tne south s:i.aEV, and tan~ years 1766 (when this 

area was pra.lirninarily surveyed) on the east side , 1902 (uhenJB~&ment wo.s set) 
on the west side1 

The area her~ Pleaaant Valley , lyin~ bet\teen Marti.n Mountain to the euet 
. . . the cleared area follo~in~ a.nd Evitts Mountain to the uest , in.th oouses strung alor.gt P.l.!ea-sant Valley Road/ 

) 

the Marv1and Denartmen± of :-ratural Resources LR- 05002 , with dense forests coverine tlie moun~ains , ~nct;ttocRy Gap Sta~e ParK anus 

\test of the road . The site is within Election District 2l. of Allegany County , 

HD , and Southampton Township of Bedford County , PA ; at the north edge of the 

small settlement of Pleasant Valley , in a smal.l band of woods (which stretches 

between the mountains , unbroken) ; in a slightly raised road shoulder , ab~ut 

10 feet east of the road and the cetal signs (County Line and Southhampton 

Township) , and about 25 feet south of the ol.d pipeline . It cun/E~5~~~n from 
~s inconsuicuous and . . the road all seasons , but;seems prbtecteu rrorn road maintenance machinery and 

traffic . 

The monument , iden.tical to 65 other monuments o:f 1902 set west of Sideling 

Ilill alon6 the haryland-Pennsylvania boundary , wao·qunrricd and carved in 

Cockeysville , MD ( telieved the Beaver Dam I arble Co . ) , of a i-:hi te , fine - grained 

marble called s~cc •• ~roidal dolomite or magnesian limestone , originally cut about 
, 10 inches aauare bi• about •t.. • 

/ 4}.? feet .Long , ior setting at>out lrz feet above ground , i:ith the remainin~ 3 feet 

for settinc/f~r~1the ground . The letters and numbers are blocky , V- sunk 

without serifs , and are horizontally- aligned as a band around the stone near 

the top • These , and the top planes and apex, are al.1 clear and intact . The 

surfaceo arc dappled with lichen ; the edges have insignifhant nicks; and there 

are a few small dribbJ,es .of tar . 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form for full descriptions of 
t -. / . - .. .,. . ~ rt .:. ""l l')O:' !c .. ,: t · ,i..,,.. during the 1900- 0;i ~esurvey) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 
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_ LAW -SCIENCE 
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_MILITARY 

_ M USIC 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_ PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

.XPOUTICSIGOVERNMENT ~OTHER CSPECIFYI 

boundar~ v~rveying 

i?o6/l?o7 ( area survey/m~l.ARCH.llEaI1. Charles Hernon and Jeremiah Dixon 
SPECIFIC OATES 190:- ( :.:onument) 

SU+f{v i L~RS 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Milestone No . --- (161) is si~nificant on the national and state levels 

primarily o.s one of the thematic group series of some 248 markers still 

visually defining laso!l and Dixon ' s fest Linc , the 230 . 228- mile boundary 

later knoun as the Ma.son- Dixon Line , famous for its historical impact and 

innovative survey methods . This part of the Line was preliminarily surveyed 

in 1766 ; marked the iollowing year ; and the present Cockeysville marble 

monument added to a ncu site established on the Line in 1902 dur~n~ the 

course of the 1900- 03 Resurvey of the 11aryland- Pennsylvania boundary . Locally , 

No. --- (161) is also significant as one of 37 oarkers remaining along the 

present Allegany/Fulton- Bedford- Somerset county boundary , and as such , has 

ar/£~atifiable rel_tionship to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these 

counties . 

HISTORY AUD SUPPORT ( ... ee Thematic Group National Register nomination for111) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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llMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomin tion form ) 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

lli]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one ncre 

.uadrai • ..., -v .1..w11: : .c.vi1. "t;S Cr eek (Haryland-Pennsylva.nia- \fest Virginia) , USGS 7 . 5 
minute series (topoer aphic ) , 1949 photorev. 1974, scale 1 : 24oOO 

UTM re f erence : zone 17 , easting 70280 , northin5 439945 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION l/A 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE I!arylund COUNTY Allegany 

STATE• 
Pennsylvania COUNTY Bedford 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME TITLE 

A~c ~ . 9.rtin (volunteer , Uason and Dixon ' s 'lest .uine boundary marker surveyor) 
ORGANIZATION DA TE • 

Har.,. ~ .. . 1d Historical Trust and Uaryland Geological. Survey 7/ 3/01 (site surveyed) 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

143of . ~ • nt Avenue ( jOl) 472-2128 
CITY OR TOWN 

Phoer:iJo. 
STATE 

Maryl and 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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