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ABSTRACT 

AL-IIIC- l58 
MASON-DIXON LINE : MILESTONE NO . ---(162) 
Pleasant Valley , Naryland vicinity 
Public/private 

1767 (mound of stones) 
1902 (monument) 

Hilestone Ho . --- (162) and its mound of stones on Evitts Mountain ridge mark a 

point on Hason and Dixon ' s " lest Line 155 miles and 32 chains "from the Post Narked 

West in Hr . Bryan ' s Field" ( or 152 .409 horizontal miles from the northea st corner 

of Maryland , the beginning of their 230 . 228- mile llest Line) . rhe monument is a 

dressed magnesian limestone post \·rith a low pyramidal top , quarried and carved 

in Cockeysville , Haryland;/g~~§?ina1~bout 10 inches square by about 4i~ feet lon5 , 

cut to stand about l~ feet high above ground 

vrith the remainder for setting into the ground. It is in excellent 

dit . altstill ueasures lO;inqhes sauarii standsiil2 £eethhigb aboye1the mound , con ion , un erea, rirm~y set, anu is emoe~ snea o y oy t e ~apita e~ters 

P on the north side facing Pennsylvania , H on the south side facine Maryland , and 

,-.. the years 1766 (when this area Nas preliminarily surveyed by Mason and Dixon) on 

the east side , and 1902 (when the monWJent was set) on the west side . The large 
:)j.,Jc 

mound of loose stones , orie;inally with a wood centerpost marked Mon the west>was 

erected by Mason and Dixon in 1767 and has survived essentiall1 intact. It 

measures about 12 feet in diameter at the base by about 2 feet high in the center , 

is also in excellent condition though slightly altered in the setting of the 

stone in 1902 during the 1900-03 Resurvey o~ the Haryland-Pennsylvania boundary . 

This monument and mound are significant on the national and state levels primarily 

as being among the some 248 markers in the theraatic group series still visually 

defining the West Line , the bottndary later known as the Ha.son- Dixon Line , famous 

for its historical impact and innovative survey methods . Locally, as among the 
&dl~rd.-

37 markers (including 9 mounds) remaining along the present allegany/Fulton- Somerset ... 
county boundary , No . ---(162)/an ·aT~gngi~ftificant for their identifiable relationship 

to the colonial and Civil Har heritage of these counties . 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
Surv ey No . AL- IIIC- 158 
Magi No . 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

dNAME BOUNDARY L •• RKEHS ALON'G THE HA.SON- DIXON LIUE (T!IEHATIC GROUP) 

HISTORIC (M<ison and Dixon ' s) WEST LINE , Post and Pile of Stones marking 155 
!.iles a:td 32 Chains" from the Post M.."\rked \Test in l'~ . Br yan ' s F i el d " 
ANO/OR COMMON 

!., .. SOH- .JIXO .. LINE : IIILESTONE NO.---(l900- 03 Resurvey- Monµmen t No . 162) 

f.ILOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER off the west side of Pleasant Valley Road/LR- 05002 , in Rocky Gap 

State Park , 

CITY. 1'0WN 

Pleasant Valley X v1c1N1TY OF 
STATE Maryl'l.nd 

DcLAssIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 
_ BUILOINGIS) 
_ STRUCTURE 
_SITE 
X...OBJECT S 

OWNERSHIP STATUS fl/A 
UUBLIC - OCCUPIED 
...PRIVATE _ UNOCCUPIED 
_BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_JN PROCESS X...YES. RESTRICTED 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
HD : 6 I fA : 9 

COUNTY 
iill : Allegany / PA : Bedford 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 
_COMMERCIAL _ PARK 
_EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
_ ENTERTAINMENT -.RELIGIOUS 
_ GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED _ YES: UNRESTRICTED _ INDUSTRIAL _TRANSP%¥Ait~ 

~ X r .ot applicable _ No _MILITARY bou~JllV ma~ker 
DOWNER OF PROPERTY (monument and mound of stones only ; .see Thematic Group 

.iR no . • ination form and surrounding property ownershi.? list) 
NAME.State of Maryland/Commonwealth of Pen11sylvan¥e1ephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY TOWN STATE I zip code 
_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION (see The!f,tj_},i efr Gf?up NR nomina tion form 
anJ ~urro~ndin0 ;ro~erty o ·n~rship list) 
couRTHousE • Folio #: 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (also see 

TITLE 
Allegany County Historic Sites Inventory 

DATE 

STATE 

ThematictGrou'tl ~m) nominn ion lorm 

AL- IIIC- 158 entered 6/2/8l _FEDERAL !sTATE _ COUNTY -LOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

Haryland Historical Trust 

Annapolis 
STATE 
har.1land 21401 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
( 10.:.tl, .. eJ;1. t 

X-EXCELLENT (,' o· • a} _J)ETER10RATED 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

Survey ~o . AL- IIIC-158 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X_uNALTEREc! O!lU lent;X ORIGINALSITE( ound) 
7"--ALTERED ( ound) _MOVED OAT.._ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

l!ilestone lo . --- (1~~)7~a~ta ri~~ ~ ta~~ss~uGcockcysville marble post in 1902 

when added to an orizika3/4Pile of Stones" erected at this site by Mason and 

Dixon in 1767 . The monument , set during the course of the 1900- 03 Resurvey of 

the Haryland- Pennsylvania boundary , measures 10 inches square , stands about 2 

feet above the mound , is in excellent condition , unaltered , i'il·mly in place; 

and is embellished onl~ by the capital le t ter P on the north side faci.ng 

Pennsylvania , 1'. on ~he south side facing t, ryland , and the years 1766 ( uhen 

this area was preliminarily surveyed) on the east side , and 1902 (,;hen the 

monu_.ent Ha:.; set) on the \/Ost side . The mound of loose stones measures about 

12 feet in diameter at the base by about 2 feet hi~h in the center , is also in 

excellent condition , /~~f~li~1Y0Mr%e~gd;0Rff~dt~e%he/~~t~~~ag~et~~ monument some 

~~ feet into the center . 

The area he1·e is the//i.f/?~hy forested , stoney ridge of E\·i tts l:ountain , 

one of the ~ighest points alone the lest Line (elevation 2316 feet at the site) , 

and at the northern boundary of Maryland ' s Department of Natural Resources Roe~ 

Gap State Park. 'l'he site is within Election District 34 of Allegany County , MD , 

and Cunber! and Valley Township of Bedford County , PA ; about 7000 feet i/est of 

the preceding monument No . ~~~(1SY}0Igi~!e~gaHt5~~1t~~ ; ~±5~n~~l~5~nd 32 chains 

"from the Post Marked \lest in Hr . Bryan ' s Field" (about 152 .• 409 aiiles west of the 

northeast corner of Maryland , the beginning of ·their West Line). It :i.s about 
<now no~~ service road) 4o feet \lest of the ola trail; a.Long tne r1i.15e , about 300 feet south of the old 

pipeline , cannot be seen from either , and seems protected by the obst:ure 

site and park per5onnel . 

The monument , identical to 65 other monuments of 1902 set \:est of Sidcling 

Hill along the Haryland- Pennsylvania boundary, was quarried and carved in 

Cockeysville , MD , of a white , f.ine - grained marble called saccht1.roidal dolomite 

or mae;nesian limestone ; wus orieinally cut about 10 inches s qur.re by about L._~ 
usuallv ( ) feet long , /ior se'tting about 1}2 feet above ground or mound , and with the 

remaining ~rf1i~\ting into the ground (or mound) . The letters and numbers are 

blocky , V- suuk without serifs , aild are horizontally- aligned as a band around the 

Th 
a USC&GS trian~ulntion station disk <PE~~IAR lq27itwas cemented.into stone . ese and tfle top p~anes are cLear anQ intac~ , ~hoQgh1 ne apex. 

(<>ee I'h..,:iatic .. roup 1R nuLinat:;.o . or11 for full descriptions of the neu monume 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY ..;et by the 1900-03 Resurvey and 

t .e ori
0

_n .... l iaso.1. a.nd .Ji::·on c-irns) 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE' Survey No . AL- IIIC- 158 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

1400- 1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_ 1500· 1599 

- 1600-1699 

A.1700· I 799 

x. 1800· 1 899 

JC.1900. 

-AGRICULTURE 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_ ECONOMICS 

__EOUCA TION 

--ENGINEERING 

!exPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_ INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE - RELIGION 

_LAW _ SCIENCE 

_ LITERATURE 

-MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

~POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X_OTHER ISPECIFYl 
bou~dary survejing 

SPECIFIC OATES 1767 ( . .iound of stones) .BlDLOE.HlABCElcrac:t Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon 
~902 (i;onument) .3U1<Y.tYOR$ 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

,ith th~ mound of stones 
Milestone l;o . --- (162)/ ..LS significant on the national and state levels 

primarily as one of the ~ome 248 markers still visually defining Mason and 

Dixon ' s West Line , the 230.228- mile boundary later known as the Mason- Dixon 

Line, famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods . This 

part of the Line was preliminarily surveyed in 1766, the site marked with. 

a wood :post surrounded by a pile of stones the following year , and a new 
to the ceuter/ f :t.br- mound Cockeysville marble monument aadea in 1~02 to permanently mark the 

survey point , during the 1900- 03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania 

boundary . Locally , as one of 37 markers (including 9 original mounds) along 

the present Allet;any/Fulton- .Bedford-Somerset county boundary , No . ---(162) 

/ 'dth the mcundf. t f theird t· f' bl 1 t· h' t th 1 · 1 · are aiso s~gm. ican or / i en i ia e re ~ ions ip o e co onia anu 

Civil .la.r heritae;e of these counties. 

HISTORY AMD SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Survey Ho . AL- IIIC- 158 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(see Thematic Group national Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OFNOMINATEOPROPERTY ::.ess th~n one acre 

uadranglu n..une: ..;i.:itts Creek (Haryland-Pennsylvania-~Test Virginia) , USGS ? . 5 
minute series (topographic) , 1949 photorev . 1974, scale 1 :24oOO 

UTM reference : zone 17 , eaGting 70066 , northing 439938 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION :J/A 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Haryland COUNTY Allegany 

STATE COUNTY 
Pennsylvania Bedford 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Alice l.£rt::.n (volunteer, Mason and Dixon ' s West Line boundary narker surveyor) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Harylanc :i:-- ', rical Trust and I.aryland Geological Survey 10/5/81 { si tc surveyed) 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPH014E 

1430~ .. c;.i.::t .venue (301) 472-2128 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Phoc r:i;~ Maryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA , 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights . 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis , Maryland 21401 
(301 ) 267-14 38 

,_ •• I 101 
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