ABSTRACT

AL-ITIIC-158

MASON-DIXON LINE: MILESTONE NO, ---(162) 1767 (mound of stones)
Pleasant Valley, Maryland vicinity 1902 (monument)
Public/private

Milestone Noe. ---(162) and its mound of stones on Evitts Mountain ridge mark a
point on Mason and Dixon's West Line 155 miles and 32 chains '"from the Post Marked
West in Mr, Bryan's Field" (or 152;409 . horizontal miles from the northeast corner
of Maryland, the beginning of their 230.,228-mile West Line). The monument is a
dressed magnesian limestone post with a low pyramidal top, quarried and carved

in Cockeysville, Maryland;/ﬁgagaggﬁleout 10 inches square by about 4% feet long,
cut to stand about 1% feet high above ground

with the remainder for setting into the ground. <« It is in excellent
condition, unaltgggﬁ% $8R §e§e%?/§%ﬁh53 gﬂ%%iiisﬁgﬁnggl§ ggeEhgiggp§Egielg%%e%gund,
P on the north side facing Pennsylvania, M on the south side facing Maryland, and

' the years 1766 (when this area was preliminarily surveyed by Mason and Dixon) on
the east side,and 1902 (when the monument was set) on the west side. The large
mound of loose stones, originally with a wood centerpost marked M on the wes%f;as
erected by Mason and Dixon in 1767 and has survived essentially intact. It
measures about 12 feet in diameter at the base by about 2 feet high #n the center,
is also in excellent condition though slightly altered in the setting of the

stone in 1902 during the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary.
This monument and mound are significant on the national and state levels primarily
as being among the some 248 markers in the thematic group series still visually
defining the West Line, the boundary later known as the Mason-Dixon Line, famous
for its historical impact and innovative survey methods. Locally, as among the

37 markers (including 9 mounds) remaining along the present Allegany/Fultoéﬁg%g:rset
county boundary, No. -—-(162)/andafg%ugi§£§ficant for their identifiable relationship
to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these counties.
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Survey No., AL-IIIC-158
[ DESCRIPTION A
CONDITIO CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
monumey
JL_EXCELLENT® HOUR —DETERIORATED X_unawtered. onument )Z.onmr_um. sie{ mound)
—GOOoD —RUINS %_actereo (mound) —MOVED OATE_ -
—FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Milestone No, ---(182)?§%§t3 mounta%essegaeockeysville marble post in 1902
when added to an orlglnaﬁsﬁlle of Stones! ergcted at this site by Mason and
Dixon in 1767. The monument, set during the course of the 1900-03 Resurvey of
the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary, measures 10 inches square, stands about 2
feet above the mound, is in excellent condition, unaltered, firmly in place;
and is embellished only by the capital letter P on the north side facing
Pennsylvania, M on the south side facing Maryland, and the years 1766 (when
this area was preliminarily surveyed) on the east side, and 1902 (when the
monument was set) on the west side. The mound of loose stones measures about
12 feet in diameter at the base by about 2 feet high in the center, is also in
excellent conditlon,/sfgéﬁglyouigered,D&E&d%ﬁ?%he/%%%%&ﬁgagget%g monument some
2}t feet into the center.

The area here is thqfﬁgﬁégly forested, stoney ridge of Evitts Mocuntain,
one of the highest points along the West Line (elevation 2316 feet at the site),
and at the northern boundary of Maryland's Department of Natural Resources Roc)

Gap State Park. The site is within Blection District 34 of Allegany County, MﬁTJ
and Cumberland Valley Township of Bedford County, PA; about 7000 feet west of

the preceding monument No. EEQ(lgffofgiﬂﬁeggaﬁgaﬂnlfey,9i§gnm11%%5ana %2 chains
"from the Post Marked West in lMr. Bryan's Field" (&bout 152,409 niiles west of the
northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning of their West Line). It .is about

4O feet west of the o£3°¥r8§I§aiﬁﬁgi%Ee’°a3&e, about 300 feet south of the old
pipeline, cannot be seen from either, and seems protected by the ohscure

site and park personnel.

The monument, identical to 65 other monuments of 1902 set west of Sideling
Hill along the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary, was guarried and carved in
Cockeysville, MD, of a white, fine-grained marble called saccharoidal dolomite
or magnesian limestone; was originally cut about 10 inches square by about Lys
feet 1ong,/¥3%a%%¥ting about 1) feet above ground (or mound), and with the
remaining,é%ﬁﬁggiting into the ground (or mound). The letters and numbers are
blocky, V=-sunk without serifs, and are horizontally-allgned as & band around the
stone, These®sBiCYRS Fbiepeuisticn ststion disk (FEVMAR, 1327 )cHe apeloRted, i"t"‘
(see Thematic Group NR nomination form for full descriptions of the new monumemné

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY set by the 1900-03 Resurvey and
the original Mason and Dixon cairns)




Bl SIGNIFICANCE Survey No. AL-IIIC-158

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
#SPREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAaw —SCIENCE
—.1500-1589 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
z.l 700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER
K 1800-1899 —COMMERCE iExPLORA'nO N/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
}Lwoo. —COMMUNICATIONS —_INDUSTRY x_POLITICSJGOVERNMENT x..,OTHER ESPEUSYII

__INVENTION boundary surveying

1767 (mound of stones) M 3 '
SPECIFIC DATES ; BEUNOERIABCHIECY Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon
1902 (monument) SURVEYORS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ith _th ound of stones
Milestone No. ---(162)/1s significant on the national and state levels

primarily as one of the some 248 markers still visually defining Mason and
Dixon's West Line, the 230.228-mile boundary later known as the Mason-Dixon
Line, famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods, This
part of the Line was preliminarily surveyed in 1766, the site marked with
a wood post surrounded by a pile of stones the following year, and & new
Cockeysville marble mﬁﬁuégﬁtcﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ/ﬁﬁ ibszm%%ngermanantly mark the
survey point, during the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania
,~. boundary. Locally, as one of 37 markers (including 9 original mounds) along
the present Allegany/Fulton-Bedford-Somerset county boundary, No. ---(162)
g%ghaig% %ggﬁgficant for t?Eifdentifiable relationship to the colonial and

Civil War heritage of these counties.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




' Survey No. AL-IIIC-158
EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _Le85 than one acre

Quadrangle name: BEvitts Creek (Maryland-Pennsylvania-West Virginia), USGS 7.5
minute series (topographic), 1949 photorev. 1974, scale 1:24000

UTH reference: zone 17, easting 70066, northing 439938

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION N/A

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE Maryland COUNTY Allegany
STATE COUNTY oy
Pennaylvania Bedford
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason and Dixon's West Line boundary marker surveyor)
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust and Maryland Geological Survey 10/5/81 (site surveyed)
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
14308 Mount Avenue (301) 472-2128
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Phoenix Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS. 1308
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