
ABSTRACT 

AL- IIIC - 161 
··Ason-nrxo!'r T,IHZ: LILESTOIIE no . --- (166) 
Cur:berl~nd , i:aryland vi.cinity 
:?ublic/privc.<te 

1766/1767 (area surveyed/marked) 
1902 (new monume:.t set at additional 

site) 

11ilestonc No . ---(l !)6) , north of Cur,.berland on Vallo;r Ridge about 5250 feet west 

of the precedinu 1nonument Uo . --- (165) on Shriver Rid5e , marks an additional point 

on Me.son and Dixon ' s West Line about 155 horizontal miles west of the northeast 

corner of ViaryLmd , the be0inninz of t!:i.cir 230 . 228-mile West Line . It is a very 

plain dressed Coc}-eysville o rble monul!lent •.-ti.th a low pyranidal top , of the same 

desisn and source as 65 other new monuments set durinc the 1900- 0j Resurvey of the 

Maryland- Pennsylvania boundary west of Sideline; Hill . It is in excellent condition , 

unaltered , firmly set; measures about 10 J..nches squ~re by about 17 inches high 

above 5round ; and is embellished only by the capital letter P on the north side 

~ facing Pennsylvania , M on the south side facing liaryland , and the year 1766 (when 

thio area was preliminarily surveyed) on the east side , and 1902 (when this new 

site was first monumented) on the west side . No . --- (166) is significant on the 

national and state levels primarily as one of the thematic group series of sol'!le 

248 markers still visually defining the West Line , the boundary later known as 

the Mason- Dixon Line , famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods . 

Locally , as one of 37 monuments mnrkins tte present Alleg~ny/Fulton-Bedford-Somerset 

county boundary , it is also significant symbolically for its identifiable 

relationship to the colonial and Civil War reritae;e of these counties . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Milestone 1;0 . ---(166) was s. ne.1 dre.;;saJ ~a~QejG~£f10Yfiifi¥l~~~1m5BHment/\-rhen 
set in 1902 at an additional site on Mason and Di:;:on 1 s West Line during the 

course of the 1900- 03 Resurvey of the Mal'yland- Pennsylvania boundary . It is 

in excellent condition , firmly set , unaltered; measures 10 inches square by 

about 17 inches above cround; and is embelliGhed only by the capital letter 

P on the north side facing Pennsylvania , l1 on the south side facing t-:aryland , 

and the year 1766 (when this area was preliminarily surveyed) on the: east side , 

and 1902 (when this new site Has first monumented) on the west side . 

The area0R~fge11s,9~~~l~gutfiern tip of a narrow ridge called Valley Ridge 

/bpu~Rr1~is~5v~tia at the eastern edge of /ills Hountain , running gener3lly 

southwest/northeast , and north of the City of Cumberland . The site io within 

Election District 5 of Allegany Gounty , IID , and Cumberland Valley To\mship of 
ubo-:i,t S250 feet l·1est of thr. nrecediua-.monuraent No . ---C16s) Bedford , PA; about~~ lfi11cs nortneast of tne·ci~y ii8its 01 vumberland/una about 

at the 155- rnile tick on Mason and Dixon ' s 1768 lnap (distance from the northeast 

corner of 1'!aryland, the bE:c:;innine of their We:>t Line) . It is at a point about 

400 feet west o: Valley Road/T- 300 and nbout25 feet south of the old pi~eline , 

in a lovely mossy woodland stretch used as a hiking trail . It cannot be seen 

from any road or pipeline , but/~~aily seen from closeby and ia apparently well 

protected by its obscure site . 

The r.ionument , identical to 65 other monuments of 1902 set west of Sideling 

Hill along the Maryland- Pennsylvania boundary , was quarried and carved in 

Cockeysville , HD , of a \thite , i'ine - e;rained marble called saccharoidal dolomite 

or tlagnesian licestone ; was orie;ina.lly cut about 10 inches square by about l+Y-! 

feet long , intended for setting about l~~ feet above ground , with the remaining 

3 feet for sett:.ng .firmly into the ground Hhen possible . The letters and 

numbers are bloch-y , V- sunk Nithout $eri£s , anu are horizontally alie;ned as a 

band around the stone near the top . These , and the planes and apex of the top 
. . northwest and southwest 

are all clear and intact except for minor chips a~ Ene top1corners . 

(see Thematic Group National Resister nomination form for full descriptions of 
the several sty~es of nc~·1 monuments set in 1902 and the Resurvey method of 
securins these) 
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l 902 ( riew .ionwncn t set) SU'QTI/Vff iS 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

?·lilestone Mo . --- (166) is significant on the national and s t ate levels 

primarily as one of the some 248 carkern still visually definin~ ?laaon and 

Dixon ' s lest Line , the 230 . 228- mile boundary later known as the isason- Dixon 

Line , famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods . This 

part of the :..ine vma preliminarily surveyed in 1766, marked at irre~lar 

intervals \1ith cairns and additional wood posts the following year , and the 

present site on the Line established and monumented in 1902 uith a new 

Cockeysville marble marker during the 1900- 03 Resurvey oi the Maryland-

r-- Pennsylvania boundary . Locally , as one of 37 markers olonc the present 

Allegany/Fulton-Bedford- Joaerset county boundary , Jo . ---(166) is also 

signific nt for :!.ts ident:ifiablc rclationslri.p to the colonial a11d Civil Har 

heritage of these counties . 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT ( sec Thematic Group National Register nomint.tion form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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minute series (topographic) , 1949 photorev . 1974 , scale 1 : 24000 

UT!~ reference: zone 17 , easting 69520 , northing 439927 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION H/A 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE !Iaryland COUNTY .. llegany 

STATE Pe:insyl vania COUNTY Bedford 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME t TITLE 

.lie:: :~ rti;i (volunteer, Uason and Dixon ' s .• 'est Line boundary raarl:er surveyor) 
ORGANIZATION DA;(E 

; . rJl . ! ~:i J toricnl Trust and llarylond Geolocrical Survey ~/2/81 (site surveyed) 
STREET 6 NUMBER 

i: 0 y_;? ~.ount Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN 

Pho··-~i.: 

TELEPHONE 
(301) 472-2128 

STATE 
l 1arylund 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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