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:1..-.SOl:- DIXON LINE : MILESTONE no . --- (167) 
Cuuberland , tfaryland vicinity 
Public/private 

1767 (mound of ston~s) 
1902 (monument) 

liilestone No . --- (167) and its r.ound of stones on Wills Mountain ridge mark a 

point on Hason and Dixon ' s · iest :.ine 159 miles and 71 chains "from the Post Harked 

He st in Mr . Bryan ' s Field" (abcut 156.897 horizontal miles from the northeast corner 

of :iaryland , the beginning of thc-ir 230 . 228- l'!lile \lest Line) . The monument is a 

dressed magnesian limestone post with a low pyramidal top , quarried and carved in 

C.; s ;!,n ouite e;ood conditon, thous""rtwi th altered top10i:tn 1 io firmlv set . b t 13 oc,{eysnl..le , l'lary .LaiiCl , 1 measure s incnes square oy a ou 

inches high above the mound , and is embellished only by the capital letter P on 

tle north side facing Pennsylvania , I on the .,,outh side facini.; daryland , the year 

1766 (when this area was ... relinincrily surveyed) on the east side , and 1902 (when 
b t.h 1900- 03 Re~urve~ 

the new monument was ~daefi;to the center 0.1. the <Jound) on the west side . The mou"l.d , 

orie;inally with a wood centerpost marked M on the west side , was erectt.d by Ifason 
and is a,lso in) uite good cQndition . 

and Dixon in 1767 and has survived essentially intact , ~xcept for tne center being 
. as a substi tute for the ,ost somewhat altered in the ,settine; of che monumtnt/'to permanetlt:J.y mark the survey 

point . It weasures about 8 feet in diameter at the bottom by about 2~ feet hieh 

at the center . This monuoent and mound are significant on the na tional and state 

levels primarily as being among the some 248 markers in the thematic group series 

still visually defining the West Line , the boundary later known as the ?~ason-Dixon 

Line , famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods . Locally , 

as amone the 37 markers (including 9 mounds) remaining along the present Allegany/ 
Ful~on-Bedford-Somerset county bount:ar y , they are also significant for their 

identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these counties . 
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MaBi No . 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME Boundary Markers Along the Mason- Dixon Line (Thematic Group) 

HISTORIC (Mason and Dixon ' s) HEST LINE , Poat a nd Pile of 3 tones mar kine 159 
l1iles '\.:lC 71 Chc:.ins "from the Post Harked west in Mr . BryFJ.n 1 d Field" 
ANO/OR COMMON 

h1..SON- .iJIX.O •• LINE : MILESTONE NO . ---( 1900- 03 Resurvey Ifonument No . 167) 

llLOCATION (not for publication) 

STREET& NUMBER off the west side of Valley Road , Wills Mountain summit 

CITY. l'OWN 
Cumberland 

STATE 
iic:>.ryland 

X VICINITY Of 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
L); 6 I Ph ; 9 

COUNTY 

• ..D ; .t\llegany I PA ; Hedford 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILOlNG(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

l_oBJECT S 

OWNERSHIP 

LPUBLIC 

STATUS ,.VA 
_ OCCUPIED 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_PRIVATE _ UNOCCUPIED _ COMMERCIAL - PARK 

- BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

_IN PROCESS X-YES RESTRICTED _ GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

- BEING CONSIDERED _ YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

x not s,11 lie· .ble _NO _MILITARY x OTHER state 
r~ ~ boup;aary marker 

DO~NE~ OF PROPERTY (mo.nument and rnound only; see Thematic Group NR 
nonu.n~tion form and surrounding property ovmership list) 
NAME 

St .i.e of :.aryland/Commonwealth of Penns)lvanja Telephone # : 
STREET l!t NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE, z ip code 
_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION (see Tbf.?£~~¥ frfoup UR nomination form 
and surrounding ,c1ro.J..1erty o rnership li 'jt) 
COURTHOUSE. Folio # : 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC 

STREET l!t NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (also see ThematictGrouu UR) 
nomina ion torm 

TITLE 
Allegany County Historic Sites Inven~ory 

DATE 
AL-IIIC-162 entered 6/2/81 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 11.aryland Historical Trust 

_FEDERAL _!sTATE _COUNTY --1.0CAL 

r-~-C-ITY~. T-O_W_N~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-ST~AT-E~~~~~~~~-

Annapolis ll~ryland 21401 



IJ DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

X....GooD ( onun;~nt & _RUINS vunaJ 
-FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

Survey Ho . aL- IIIC- 162 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

_UNAlTEREO

~lTERED~ ... qnument , _.ounC1J 
X ORIGINAL SITE ( ..l8M~E:ftt) 
-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Milestone To . --- (167) \·tas a ne;·1 monument with 

uhen added :Ln 1902 to an original/~ig6n and Dixon mound of 

stones dur=;.ng the course of the 1900- 03 Resu~vey of the 1'.aryland- Pennsylvania 

boundary . Itai~7i1\e~tff~~1~o18'argtfid~~f~n\:i~frfh~0!!e¥~rt'~fta~n t~Rtered top ; 

measures 10 inches square by ubout 13 inches hich above the mound; and is 

embellished only by the capital letter P 011 the north side facin8 Pennsylvania , 

11 on the south side facing Haryland , and tho year 1766 (when this area 1.1as 

preliminarily ~urveyed) on the east side , and 1902 (when this neu monuuent was 

s t) on the west side. The mound of lo~~g0stgn~~~a~~efiggdtg0Rg~~~~cn slightly 

altered , measures about 8 feet in diameter t the bottom by about 2;.2 feet high 

at the center . 

The area here is the/~~lie~UL'lfui~05r 'il~~I~e~6uA~~i~~eglcvation of 1955 feet 

- tt .i.i. , u. said t Le -::. h ve. for r.: .... t: -riakes and con".lerheads . The site 
. apqut .156.897 ,miles we~t of the northeast. corner of Maryland; i~ 
is/ i. t 1 1 c .,;;.. 1n Dist ·ic t 5 v;: .• 11 .,any IJ ~ '{ , lID , anci marks tne southern 

'.::. ... 1.-i.jary bet\leen Cumberland Valley To\lnshi!l and Londonderry Township of Bed.for 

County , PA ; about 3} ... miles due north of the city l.im:i..ts of Cumberland , !ID; 

about 6000 feet west of Valley Road/T- 300 at the Line; at a point about 225 feet 

~·1est of an old north- south trail along the ridge and about 45 feet south of the 
hut 11a.s identifiedf b:y a nearbv"trl tnc~s nost 11 • old pipeline . It. cunnot; oe seen ro .. 1 any ro· a , ,;ro.it or 1u.peline , /and seews 

protected by the remoteness . 

The nonument , identical to 65 other monuments of 1902 west of Sideling 

Hill along the Maryland- Pennsylvania boundary , was quarried antl carved in 

Cockeysville , tm , of a whi tc , fine-erained marble called saccharoidal dolomite 

or macnesian limestone ; was originally cut about 10 inches square by about 4;.2 

feet long , intended for setting about l~ feet above ground (or mound) with the 

remaining 3 feet for setting firLllly into the ground . ~he letters and numbers 

are blocky , V- sunk without serifs , anu are horizontally aligned as a band 

around the raonument near the top . These are clear and intact , although the 

top has been complg~~l~Jil~gr~fi~~y the cementing of a USC&G5 triangulation 

station disk into the apex (WILLS 1955) . There are small cfi~~st~~o~~rRil5edges/, 
and particularlY0~hHe~8~;8B~n~F»~hwTg~ ruound/g~eag0~5r~ta~~~urbed than most of 
t . other.J , .•r,.-.;un.:..blJ t t .e L .. 111"' of '3ett u ' the stone in 1902 , with exces 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY concrete in evidence . 
(see lhsru. .. tic rou_p .• r o 1in-tion forlll for <l<"scriptions of new monuments and 
old mounds along the ~st Line) 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
Survey Uo . AL- IIIC- 162 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

r PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOliY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

. 1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION 

- 1500·1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

-1600· 1699 

x_ 1 700· 1 799 

x_ 1 800- 1 899 

X...1900. 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_tOMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

- EDUCATION 

- ENGINEERING 

X..EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_ INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE - RELIGION 

_ LAW _ SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE - SCULPTURE 

_ MILITARY _ SOCIAV HUMANITARIAN 

-MUSIC _ THEATER 

_ PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

X....POLIT1cs1GOVERNMENT XoTHER 1sPec1FY> 

bounaary s~rveying 

SPECIFIC DATES 1767 (m0Ul1d of stones) 
199? Cn gpumept ) 

auh:o&RJ.XRCHil~ Charles Bason and Jeremiah Dixon 
dURVBYC @ 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Milestone Ho . --- (16?) and its mound of stones are significant on the 

national and state levels primarily as among the some 248 markers of the 

thematic group series still visually defining Mason anu Dixon ' s West ;;..iine , 

the 230 . 228- mile boundary later known as the Hason- Dixon Line , famous for 

its historical impact and innovative survey methods . This part of the Line 

was preliminar ily 0urveyed i n 1766 , th.e site marked by a wood centerpost 
· . 6 new Coc~evsville !JlGl.rble surrounded by a pile of stones in 17 7, and the presen~1monument set into 

re~ains of thA . 
the / oound in I':;102 durl.ng the 1 900- 03 Resurvey of the Maryland- Pennsylvania 

,.., boundary . Locally , as flmong the 37 markers along the present Allegan~r/ 
Fulton- Bedford- Somerset county boundary , No . --- (167) and its mound are also 

significe..nt for their identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil 

War heritage of these counties . 

HISTORY AUD SUPPORT (see Theoa.tic Group National Register ncminat:i.on form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Survey No . AL-IIIC-162 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(see Thematic Group National Re~ster nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

DiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
~~~s than one acre 

ACREAGE OF NOM INATED PROPERTY------ --

uadrangle name : i!vi~l:s t:reek (Maryland- Pennsylvania- lest Vircinia) , USGS 7 . 5 
cinute series (topographic) , 1949 photorev . 1974, scale l:24oOO 

UTM reference : zone 17 , easting 69345 , northing 439923 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
N/A 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 11aryland COUNTY Allegany 

STATE Pennsylvania COUNTY 
Bedford 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME 1 TITLE 

Alice Ms ::-tir. (volunteer , l:S.son and Dixon ' s iest Line boundary marker surveyor) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Mai·~·~ . ·:.i.o ~ rical Trust and Maryland Geological Survey 10/17 /81 (site surveyed) 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

14., e i.ount .. venue <:;01) 472-2128 
CITY OR TOW N 

Pho u.: ... 
STATE 

Haryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryl and Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 S upplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights . 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House , 21 State Ci rcle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301 } 267-14 38 

.... , to • 
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