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CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

c District l&l Building i:8J Public Public Acquisition: ~ Occupied Yes: 

[] Site D Structure D Privote 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied rn Restricted 

D Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress 0 No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park D Tran1partatian 0 Comments 

0 Commercial D Industrial 0 Private Res i-:lenc• 0 Other (Specify) 

~ Educational [J Military 0 Religiau1 I,j bi::ai::~ 
0 Entertainment c Museum 0 Scientific 
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uWNER 1 s NAME: 

Commissioners of Allegany County 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Allegany County Courthouse 
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COURTHOUSE, RE<ilSTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 
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CONDITION 

.t.L-"'DZ:·-'Y)' 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Good 5a Excellent 0 Fair 0 Rui.,1 0 \.hexpo .. d t----------...--1 -----·--(Check One) (Check On•) 

e'.=J Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved 6a Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT. <D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Allegany County Library building stands in the north 
section of Prospect Square on the northerly side of Washington 
Street about two blocks west of Wills Creek in Cumberland, 
Maryland. 

The building is a mid-nineteenth century structure in the 
Greek Revival design, temple form with a mid-seventeenth 
century wing attached to the west side. The main building is 
a two and a half story, brick structure with a cut stone 
foundation, a gable roof, and a portico on the south gable side 
which is the facade. The exterior walls are broken into sectiors 
or bays, each with a window or door openings. There are three 
bays across the front with a center door and five bays along 
the side. A brick cornice runs around the east, north, and 
west sides closing the gable end on the north. The bricks of 
the facade are laid in Stretcher Bond and those of the other 
walls in Common Bond (five rows of stretchers and one row of 
headers). Most of the west wall is covered by the wing. The 
building has four tie rods with five-point-star end pieces. 

The portico is of the Greek Doric order and has a brick 
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floor with cut stone steps stretching the length of the portico. ~ 

There are six wooden, fluted columns which divide the area into 
five sections. Only the center section corresponds to the 
bays of the facade of the building. The second and fifth ~ 

columns covered the outer front windows. The entablature has n 
a wide architrave, a series of triglyphs and mutules with guttaE. ~ 
The pediment above the entablature is plain. The back of the 
portico rests on square, brick pilasters with capitals. 

The major windows are double-hung wooden sashes with six
over-six lights. The lights measure approximately 11 3/4" x 
18 3/4" and the mullions are about 3/4" broad. There is a 
double casement window with wooden sashes, each with six lights, 
in the gable on the north end. There are heavy wood entabla
tures above the major windows and the sills are wooden. 

The front entrance has double wooden doors with several ligh1s 
and a transom with three large lights. The doorway is outlined 
with a broad, flat trim with crossetts at the top. The trim 
tapers outward toward the bottom in a manner characteristic of 
the Egyptian style. 

The internal arrangement of rooms varies on each floor. On 
the first floor there is a short center hall flanked by a 
stairhall on the west and a small room on the east. The hall 
opens onto a large room on the north. The large room has four 
windows on the east side and three along the north wall. The 
mail staircase is located in the southwest corner and winds up 
to the second floor with a curve at the bottom and a landing 
near the top. SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 
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PERIOD (Check One or More•• Appropriate) 

-~•,..,bi an 0 16th Century 

..J 15th Century 0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

KJ 19th Century 

L: ;'Oth Ceritury 

SPEC I Fl C DAT EIS) (If Applicable llnc'_K_n_own.l ____ ..,:1:::...8.:::.....::4:..;;;9_-_1_8_5_0 _________________ --; 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor ig!iioi ~ Education 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention D Science 

(N Architecture 0 Land scope 0 Sculpture 

0 Att Architecture 0 Socio I/Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itorian 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Allegany County Library building on Prospect Square is 
significant for its role in the progress of education and for 
its architecture. The structure was erected about 1849-1850 
by Allegany County as a school. Lowdermilk records that it 
was opened June 8, 1850 (History of Cumberland, Maryland, 
P.367). The first public school in Western Maryland was buil1 
on Fayette Street, however by 1848, this building was no 
longer adequate for educational needs. In 1848 the County 
Commissioners appropriated a lot on Washington Street adjoin
ing the jail for the site of a new school. The second 
academy building was used as a school until 1929. 

I 

In 1934, the Cumberland Free Library obtained a lease in 
perpetuity from the county for the building to use it as a 
library. The library opened in the new location in June,1934. 
The name of the library was changed to Allegany County 
Library in 1960 when the library system was reorganized. 

About 1965 the old jail building to the west was razed to 
clear the way for construction of an addition to the library. 
The jail building was a circa 1797 masonry structure which 
also served as the first courthouse of Allegany County. For 
a few years prior to its demolition, this building was used 
by the library as an annex. 

Architecturally, the library building is an example of the 
Greek Revival style that was popular in the United States fron 
about 1820 to about 1860. In the buildings of Western Marylard 
and Western Pennsylvania, the Greek influence is generally 
found in the decorative detailing while the building is of an 
earlier period, usually Georgian. The library building, 
however, is a Greek temple form structure. The architectural 
historian Talbot Hamlin found that in the middle-Atlantic 
states, the Greek temple form was used most frequently for 
public buildings such as courthouses and schools. The Allegary 
County Library is a formidable structure on Prospect Square 
and offers a sharp contrast with the late nineteenth century, 
Romanesque style courthouse across the street. 
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Lowdermilk, Will H. His tor£ of Cumberland 2 Mar£ land. 
Washington, D. c. : James Anglim, 1878. 

Tour of Historic Homes and Places 2 Cumberland 2 Mar£land. 
Allegany County Historical Society, 1955. 

Hamlin, Talbot. Greek Revival Architecture in America. 
Dover reprint of 1944 edition. 

Fto, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -
I "'--'T- ·-LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINl&TES 

OEFININCO A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POlNT C!>F A. PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 
'---· 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degree5 Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Secnnds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
~w 0 . 0 ' . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less Than one Acre. 

Acreage Justification: 
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iLlST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR P"ROPERTJES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

rH. FORM PREPARED BY ·• :• 
. 

•.:·/::: ·•:•} 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Ronald L. Andrews, Consultant 
ORGoANIZATION 

loA~f23/74 Tri-County Council for w. Md., Inc. 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Suite 510, Algonquin Motor Inn 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Cumberland Maryland 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 
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ALLEGANY COUNTY LIBRARY 

#6 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

1. This building is included in the Washington Street Historic 
District as designated by the National Register of Historic 
Places. The building itself, however, warrants a separate 
form for its historical and architectural significance. 

2. Maryland Historical Trust Survey (1970) 
Maryland Historical Trust 
2525 Riva Road 
Annapolis, Maryland 

no. Al-33 site of first jail and courthouse now the west 
wing of the library 

no. Al-54 Allegany Academy building 

(1 of 3 continuation sheets) 
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Allegany County Library 

#7 DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

The balustrade has a round handrail and round balusters. There 
is narrow verticle board wainscoting along the stairway. The 
area under the steps is enclosed with a large flat paneling. 
The stairs to the basement are at the north end of the large 
room. 

Most of the second floor rooms are used as administrative 
offices. These rooms are arranged around a center hall. The 
original arrangement of rooms on this floor probably was similar 
to that of the first floor. A large room in the south east 
corner is two bays deep and two bays wide and has a fireplace. 
This room, known as the "Maryland Room," is original to the 
building. Evidence indicates that this room was originally 
about the same size as the one below it. The walls and base
board show signs of early partitions corresponding to those on 
the first floor. The fireplace is fake and the mantelpiece 
probably did not originate in this building. The mantel piece 
with its reeded columns and decoration are more characteristic 
of the Neo-classical period than of the Greek. It also is 
more sophisticated than the other trim found throughout the 
building. 

The interior trim around the windows and doorways consists 
of broad, chamfined verticle and horizontal pieces with plain 
corner blocks (See sketch). The baseboard is low as are the 
plinth blocks at the doorways. The few original doors that re
main have four flat panels, two large and two small, with trim 
on the panels on one side only. Most of the doors are recent 
installations. 

The wing attached to the west side is one and a half stories 
high and of brick and stone construction. The major portion 
has a hip roof and the entranceway is flanked by plain columns 
with volute capitals. The corners of the building have stone 
pilusters and the windows are outlined with stone. The interior 
is mostly a large room used as stack and reading areas. 

PAST: 
In Lowdermilk's History of Cumberland, Maryland (1878), the 

interior of the building is described as having a large room 

(2 of 3 continuation sheets) 
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Allegany County Library 

#7 DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

42 feet square and recitation rooms on the second floor with 
the lower floor having a wide hall and two large school rooms. 
(P.367). A sketch appearing in the same work shows an 
internal chimney on the east wall between the second and third 
bays from the front. (P.367). 

profile of interior trim taken from second floor southeast 
room -- measurements are approximate 

t- ,·· -r----- .3.J.s.. 
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ALli-/.-00/ 
f7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

Excellent 0 Good lKJ Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed O 

I 
(Check One) 

Altered D Unaltered KJ 
(Check One) 

INTEGRITY 
Moved 0 Original Site ~ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Allegany County Library is a- Greek Temple form 

building with a hexastyle portico of the Doric order on 

the front. Although lacking a peripteral colonade (few 

American Greek Revival buildings are peripteral), the 

brick side and end walls carry on the entablature and 

the 6/6 windows (with Greek Revival caps) are set within 

recesses, the flanking pilasters echoing the columns. 

Between the second and third storey on these pilasters 
are four star-shaped tie rod ends. The portico is correct 

Doric, having full entablature (with metopes, gutae, 

mutules, etc.) and frieze, fluted columns without bases, 

and a three step stone stylobate. 
A more recent one storey wing is attached to the west 

side. This has simplified Greek details and is, on the 

whole, a rather sympathetic addition which does not 

detract from the older building. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian D 
15th Century D 

16th Century D 
17th Century D 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNI Fl CANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abar iginal Education D 
Prehistoric =:J Engineering D 
Historic LJ Industry D 

Agri cu I tu re ~ Invention D 
Art D landscape 

Commerce ~, Arc hi tee tu re [] 

Communications ~ 
~ 

Literature D 
Conservation c-. Military D ~ 

Music c-, 
'-J 

18th Century D 
19th Century ZJ 

c 1 ~10 

Political D 
Religion/Phi-

lasophy D 
Science D 
Sculpture D 
Socia I/Human-

itorion CJ 
Theater D 
Transportation D 

ST AT EMEN T 0 F SIG NI Fl CANCE (Include Persona~es, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

l L-JI ~ ~· -001 

20th Century D 

Urban P Ianni ng [J 

Other (Specify) i=:J 

archi t ectnre 
townscape 

The Allegany County Library is a very fine example of 

a Greek Revival public building. The inspiration for the 

Doric portico is the Theseum in Athens [the Theseum was a 

peripteral building of approximately 46 x 105 feet and had 

a total of 36 columns, however, the front dimension of the 

Library must be close to its source and was perhaps taken 

directly from a book. Asher Benjamin in the 1827 edition of 

The American Builder's Companion illustrates the Doric order, 

although his specific example is the Parthenon.] and is 

identical [all correct uses of the orders are, for all intents1 
and purposes, identical] to the portico which Thomas U. [ 

Walter applied to Nicholas Biddle's house, Andalusia, in 
1836. The rest of the building is handled well in relation 

I 

I 

to the front portico. ; 

!~::~!;p~:::;:;:v~::!::~::~p:~:::~~n:~::::::f~~~~~:::::~:e. 1

1 

Besides being an excellent example of its style, this most 

'civic' building is most suitable to the government square 
around it. 

[Probably built at the same time as the second courthouse, 
which was 1839-41.] 

[Weakly copied by the Christian Science Church across the 
street.] 
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9. MAJOR BfBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERf1, _.:S 

Talbot Hamlin Greek Revival Architecture in America 
New YorlC: (Oxi'ora 11}44, Dover I9o4). 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
R OF LE-~S THA_N C?N~ AC~E 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE i_ATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 n 

I NE 0 . 0 . 
I SE 0 . 0 . 

SW '-' . 0 . 
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: - CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

1l. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND TITLE: 

William Mor£ran 
ORGANIZATION 

jDj~e Department of Art Hist()rv 8, 1970 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

University of Delaware 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Newark Delaware 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFtCATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICA. T ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I here bv certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National - State - Local LJ L_~ L., 

Date 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Title 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date Date 
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1.srATE 11/Iaryla .1. 

couNTY Allegany 
TOWN Cumberland 
STREET NO. 

VICINITY 

\ 
'----1ott1t..,.S" .C M.ERrc'AN BUILD! NGS SURVEY !:).:::> 

INVENTORY AL-~- LK._) 

2. NAME First Court House & Jail 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

DA TE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

I 

(?B.) First Court House and Jail 

The first Court House in Allegany County was built in 1799, and also 
housed the County's first jail. First court was held on April 25, 1791, at \~ 
the home of John Graham on North Mechanic Street with the Honorable Andrew 
Bruce presiding. The second meeting of this body was in Faws 1 Tavern on 
Greene Street. The court's proceedings were handled in this manner until 
the first County Court House was constructed in 1799 at its present location 
next to the library on Prospect Square. The old building, which has 
recently housed the County Library Annex, is to be razed to make way for 
an addition to the library. It is a three-story brick affair quite 
significantly related to the era in which it was built, and its memory 
should be preserved by a suitable marker. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TPUCTURE: Endangered Interior Exterior 

Source: Historic Landmarks in Allegany County; a staff 
report by the Allegany County Planning & Zoning Commission, 
Cumberland, Maryland, Jan. 1965 

6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ~TC. 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND. TITLE OF RECORDER 

DA TE OF RECORD 
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----A-L_LE_G_A_NY_co_u_N_T_Y __ i,....i...i;~.-...-L.l-~00:;..J' ~-F~T COURTHOUSE ~ JAIL 

1. STATE Mary anc. 
couNt.Y Allegany 
TOWNuumberland VICINITY 
STREET No. Northwest corner Prospect 
Square and Washington Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER Thomas Beall of Sam. ( 
ORIGINAL USE 

HIS. 1C AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
INVEHTORY - 3 3 

2. NAME COURTHOUSE & JAIL .. ' 
~~ Co~ fkktc.•, J..46AfA»i:; 
at'M1E OR PERIOD 179? 

STYLE 
PRESENT OWN ER Allegany County ARCHITECT 
PRESENT usE New Addition to Library 1--B_u_1_LD-ER _______________ --1 

WALL CONSTRUCTION Brlck 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 
NO. OF STORIES original bldg. 3 stori 8 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGl'llFICANCE ANO DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

First County Courthouse and 1a11 was built in 1797 on north
west corner of Prospect Square and Washinpton Street. 

When the County outgrew the building and a lar~er courthouse 
was built, the building was used as e private home for years. 
After the Public Library moved i~to the Academy buildtng (next
door)--then the building was need as an annex to the Library, with 
offices and storage rooms. 

This b iilding was torn down in 1966 to make an addition 1;o the 
renovated library, even though the building was structurally very 
sound. It proved to be ,uite a chore to tear up the old stone 
foundat1on(used for the old jail}-but the wreckers of 1966 accomp
lished the destruction of another landmark • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

SECOND AND THIRD COURTHOUSES---
In 1833 work was begun on the brick building south of the 

present building. It was enlar~ed in 1872 and destroyed.by fire 
in 1893. The present brick and stone b11ilding was bepun the 
following year. Annexes have bee~ added on both the North and 
South sides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
April 25, 1'791--flrst session of Al lefranv County Circuit Court 
was held in the home of John Graham. Whj le f1mds were being 
raised to build a Co1lrtho11se, court was held in Faw' s Tavern. · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

19'70 RUlllOR-has it that the plan is eventuallv tear down the 
old Academy buildl~g (11brarv) end make an addition to the new 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF nRUCT R Endangered Interior Exterior addition. 

PROSPECT 

O. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Audtor, Tltle, Pogesl 
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, o;Tc. 

SQUARE 

1966 DESTRUCTION ·I r.
4 w.> f'ITPEA 

--over--

7.PHOTOGRAPH 
. NAME, ADDRESS ANO Tl"(LE C•F RECPRDERCh i 
Hazel Groves Hansrote, a rman 

Marvland Historical Trust 
(5 vr. Trustee-History House) 

· Jan. 10, 1970 

DA TE OF RE CORO 
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Data from pap@~ wrttten b r I icheel C.SprJ !"!:er .0791-1845) 

and used in Daily Times ew York, A\.lf' • 15, 1A87. 

" Around 181 7 - - t• 

Quote : "Each o.orning at recisely A. : 30 A •• as the sun ' s ravs 
played hide and seek through the doorleas arrlwindowless shell of 
the nnfinished Episcopal 0burch an old man came from the brow of the 
hill, ta~ped his drum with the rat- tat- tat andwith a loud voice pro
claimed 'ayez, ayez, gentlsmen of thP 1ury, attend co rt- -~entlemen 
of the jury attend court l The Countv Court was in session and for 
years the honorable bendl ~nd ju1•ors were not1. f1 ... d in this manner. 

In 1821, the Oo1ntv Com.nission rs bou ht a bell vi. lch wss placed 
in a steeple mad~ in t~ shape of a lantern and built lnto the cone of 
the roof of the Courthouse. A rope was fastened to the bell, andthen 
e.xtendt:id intot he room below . Now, that Sbe1·iff Beall had this conven
ience, it was no longer necessary to use the aerv lee of the old drummer . 
THIS JAIL WAS TORl~ DO\'Vh TO fuAAE V1AY FO! A "i ODERN" JAIL • 

• •• . • . .• further, on the right s~de(of Waahinr;ton St1•eet) stood a 
one st ry brick, with two rooms pav~a with brtck--one ti1e Co1nty Clerk 
(Aza Beall) 1 s office and the other the Register' of \!ills{Charles Heck) 
office, on the site of the present Academy •••• There in an open space 
stood the Court ho Jse and Ja 11 unde l one roof ..... ..... ... and today, 
wlth few e.lteratLons as it did 70 years a~o (1Al'7) 11 (unq1ote) . 

as typed Oct . 1970 by Hazel Groves Hansrote . 

OLD CvJh'l·.tl<..US~ · JAIL, bv ~cha.el C. Sprigg( 1791 -lS~t) 
"This building stood in an open space o posi te the present courthouse. 

The lower part-- tl1e jail, was stone . The upper part--the Courthouse 
was brick. Th~ Jli11 consisted of four rooms, on for the criminals, 
one for debtors am two for the jailer. The crtm1nal 's and debtor's 
rooms were guarded by iron- barred windows. The doors were of heavy 
oak and studded with large nails . The locks an dkeys were so large, they 
would be a curiosity today . Two rooms were added for the ever increasing 
family of the jailer, who recetved 150 a vear salary. Following the 
escape of several prisone1·s , a 16 foot high fence was bull t around the 
YRra . The oour>thouse vres plain endprtmltlve usually wide boards for 
' " desks and seats no paint •... 

as typed by Hazel Groves HensX'ote, Oct. 1970. 
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1. STATE Maryland 

couNTY Allegany 
rnwN Cumberland 
STREET NO. 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT USE 

WA LL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

VICINITY 

-·HI~ re AMERICAN Borlo1 NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY A-L - 3~ 

2. NAME Allegany County Public 
Library 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

l 4B.) Allegany County Public Library 

Both the site on which the County Library is located and the building \. 

l 

itself have an interesting historical background. In 1798, the first public 
school in the County was erected on Lot #145 on the northwest corner of 
Washington and Fayette Streets. In 1824, the school was named Allegany County 
Academy and was widely known for its excellent curriculum and the fact that 
it drew students from all parts of the County. In the year 1850, the present 
brick building was constructed on the site, with its Greek architecture and 
massive columns. In 1929 the school was discontinued, after 131 years of 

]

- service to County residents. The building's use changed to the County 
Library in 1934. A project has now been started to build an addition to the 
building and to complete its restoration in keeping with the original design • 
The history of this edifice and its predecessor is told by a marker on the 
front of the building, erected by Cumberland Sesquicentennial, Inc. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered Interior Exterior 

Source: Historic Landmarks in Allegan~ Counti; a staff report by 
the Allegany County Planning & Zon1ngomm1ss1on, Cumberland, 
Maryland, Jan. 1965 

~ . 6. LOCATION MAP (plan Optronal) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, i:TC. 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

DA TE OF RECORD 



Form 10-445 
(5 62) 

z 
0 
0 
w 
0 
Cl 
<( 

w 
[:J 

>

""' :::;. 

a:: 
< 

' l 
0 
..... 
c 
I 
0.. 

w 
z 
-1: 

z 
0 
..... 
<( 
:;;_ 

c 
Ll. 

z 
_J 
<( 
..... 
z 
l!.J 
~ 
L.: 
_J 

0.. 
0.. 
::J 
V) 

l. STATE Maryland 
COUNTY Allegany 
TOWN Cumberl~md 

''\iest.-siC.e 
VICINI TY 

STREET No Washington St. o.t Prospect Sq. 

ORIGINAL owNER Thos. Beall of .::i&;nuel 
ORIGINAL USE School 
PRESENT owNER Allegany County 
PRESENT usELibr&ry 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Brick 
NO. OF STORIES 2 (new add.ition) 

HIS, -"IC AMERICAt~ BUlLDINGS SURVEY .:. j 
INVENTORY / _; L --· ~ 

2· NAME A c A L E M y ' 
'~.' . •' ' .· ·:.----1 i ' _,_ f ~ !, - I-) lv--<--"'--7-, ~ '-) --· . - ( 

DATE OR PERIOD _J..8l)_Q_ 
s TYL E ~~X~1UOOC.XXiXX copied 
ARCHITECT from the Te::n:::le of 
BUILDER Thes8us of t.th-::ns 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AN[' DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 
YES 

On Jan. 15, 1798, th<; Mar;ylanci Legislature passed an o.ct entitled "An 
Act to Incorporate a School in Al.legany County". 'Itis £'irst public school in 
"estern Marylc.nd was built on lot 145 at the Northwest corner of Fayette Street. 

Cumberland grew and by 1848 the original bui~ding was found inauequate. The 
heirs of 'Inomas Bea_l of .::)amuel., founo.er of L.umberland, Md., donc.t~d la.nci on 

Wasnington Street at Prospect Square "to the County for Eciucational purposes" 1 
on lots .31 to 35 Washington Street, the AcaderJ.p Truste(;;S constructed the 11ew 

Acac...e.my which was completeci on June 8, 1850. The acaciemy closed in June 1929 

enaing it's scholastic career. 

On June 5, 1934, the Cumberlana Free Public Librery moved into the Academy 

building. It became the County Library and was restored with addition acideci 

in 1966. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered Interior Exce.ilent Exterior Restort::d 

::::ourthouse A C.4IZ!vlY 

-·-------- - --·--- ·-----

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional)~. 
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, C:TC. 

Md. history 
A.:..legany County History-J .-. • .i..homas 
Schoo.l. records 
Personal zrnowleage (Library) 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

hazel Groves hansrote{Mrs.i..ohas.J .sr.J 
519 hill lop Iirive,i..umberland, Md. 

(1st. Ass' t. Librarian--1924' 
Mem. Md. Hist. 1 rust. 

DATE oF REccRc Oct.17, 1969. 



Form IO·••S 1. STATE llaryland 
(5/62t 
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COUNTY Alleiran:r 
Tow...CUlloer:IaD.U VICINITY West-side 
\U~n itreet at .Prospect Square . 2

· NAME ALL!XlANY COUITY LIBRARY 

ORIGINAL OWNER ( land)-Thos. Beall of Sam. 
ORIGINAL USE (bldg.)~ounty 

DA TE OR,, PERIOD 1850 
STYLE \ Colonial ) Gree if'n Columns 
ARCHITECT 

PRESENT OWN ER Education- of 
PRESENT USE Allegany County-Library BUILDER 

WALL CONSTRUCTION Brick 
NO. OF STORIES 2 (addition-new) 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

.C. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC n:s 
On June 5, 1934, the Cuaberland Free Public Library{now called County 

Library) moved into the Acad•y building. Since then it bas been o!ficially 

known as the County Library. 

The Maryland Legislature on Jan. 15, 1798 passed an act entitled-•ln Act 
to Incorporate a School. in Al.lgany County". This first public school in 
Western Maryland was bull t on Lot 145 at the Northwest corner or Fayette Street, 
Cumberland grew and by 1848 the original building was round inadequate. The 
heirs ot Tnoaas Beall of Samuel, founaer or "UJBberland, donated land on 
lasbingtnn Street and Prospect Square "to the County tor Aducational Purposes•
on lots .31-35 Washington Street. The Academ7 Trustees constructed the new 
Acad•y which was completed on June S, 185(). Except tor a short period during 
the Civil War this (second) Academy building was used as a school until June 

1929 when this tamous old institution ended it's scholastic career. 

An addition was added to the County Library in 1966. The first County 
Court.house and Jlli1 built in 1797 (in good sound condition) was destroyed to 

add thia addition. 

S. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF HRUCTURE fndangetecf 

PROSPECT 

"- I 
t~ . 

I StJUARE 
~ l X -Annex 
~ 

present ~ X-Library 
Courthouse ~ 

x 

~s I' Frospectl ~ r-Square _ _ J 

~ ~ $ 
6. LOCATION MAP (RI°" O'p#lonol) 

O. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, P099s) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS. PHOTOS, <;TC. 

(over)-

Interior Excellant Exterior Restored 

first Courthouse & Jail de stroyed to 
build annex) 

(had been 

I Parade 
N -7 

Academy) 
Ground for Fort Cumberland 

7.PHOTOGRAPH 

19. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE CtF RECORDER 

lld. History 
Allegany County History (J .w. 'lhomas) 

Hazel Groves Ranerote(llrs.Cbas.J .Sr.) 
519 lilll 'Iop Drive, Cumberland, Md. 
( lat. Ass' t. Librarian-1924) 

School records; Library recorda 
Personal knowledge (Library) DATE OF RECORp Jan. 8, 1970 

... 

' 

• I 



, 

... .. 

llotei The first Cumber.1.and Free Public Library was estaolished at 72 Greene St., 

Cumberland, lid., by Miss Mary G. Walsh as the first librarian with Kiss Hazel L. 
Groves as her assistant in March 1924. Moved to the Academy building in 1934. 

The building at 72 Oreene Street is now used as Girl "'cout lieadquarters. 

Hazel Groves .Hansrote. 
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