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The group of five row houses sets on the westerly side 
of Dec~t ur Street on the northwesterly corner of Fulton' 
Street , in the third bloc~ north of Baltimore Avenue in 
Cumbcrlc:ild , Allcgc::ny Coun-t.y , 1•aryla;,d . The properties 
are kno:.·:n as nurr:bers 200 , 202, 204, 206 , cmd 208 Decatur 
Stre et. 

· The row consists of five adjoil"!ing brick structures 
with <:? cor.-.:non f ~cade and a b~i ck cornice . The bond of the 
brick is ;~11ericc:i11 Cor.unon (7 streachers to 1 !"leader ) . 
Ea c:: house is t' . .'O ...:nd a h~lf stories high ~'i th a cut s -.one 
found a tion and three bays across the Decatur Street facade . 
The snuth~rly end buildi;g (200) has four bays along ~1e 
Fulton St1eet side . Each bay has brick flat arches . T~e 
corrunon 'I.•: alls between the uni ts and the northerly and \·:csterly 
end wa1 ls ext~nd above the roof line . Each of these v:alls 
contain dobl2 interior chi~ ~ys eyceft the vall between 
200 a~a 202 which appears to have had only o~e chimney 
origi~ally . 208 wes co\cred in rec n~ yca·s with modern 
sidi!~g . "'!1e roofs of 200, 202 , and 2C 4 :iave c:isbestos 
coveriu2s . 206 and 208 :1ave tin roof~ .. r:ach unit has a 
r.1as on ry ~ toop . 

206 and 208 i1ave lc.r9e m1..~de.cn windows in the ceni:e r 
b ays \•, j th doon1ays in the outer bays . Ti1e fi1·sl.: J:loor of 
218 hot.c::c-s a dry cleaning cs-:-::..b1is·1-'.:!J1t. (Pily the Reli:ilile 
Cleaner) . The entrances for 200 , 202, 204 c:n:? in the ~o-utherli 1 
bay with ·,·: .... ncm:s i·1 t.11.:? ct:ic~- bi:ys . ·~06 !'ms a tYc:nso;n ;-:it.°r1 
t:iree lights above the m~in entrances. The transorr.s above 
the e:: t rancc at 202 and 204 is closed off but visible . The 
door sills ot 202, 204, and 206 proje:t out slightly . 

There is evidence that ti.e Decat .. ir Street e 1t.rance 
for 200 :.1ay J-~ave originc:lly been in t 1e ccnto.r bay . The 
flat a!:c:i abCive the ce.i~er bay , nm·;- a \vinaow, extends 
beyond the width of tJ1e \·.'indow on bot.1 sides . The lop 
£onnc3~t.ion si.onl"? i:-11i1cdiately below ti~~ winom,· pro-jects out 
similar to ~1e door sills of the other sections . The present 
door sill is flush with t~e foundat~on wall . Th~~e is 
a flat arch above the ?resent doo:i;way , hm·:ever , it is n~out 
a foot above and t~1ere is nc transor:l . The sout~erly \-;all 
of 200 has a doonlay in the third bay west of Decatur Street. 
This doon~ay also shows signs of al~eration, possibly a 
window 09ening originally . 'J'he cut stone foundation I 
extends west onJ y· to the second bay ~ the rest cf tJ1e foundatit·~ 
is 1nade of rubble stone . 

Most of the ·.·~incows of the rm·1 have dou!:>l e-hung, 
,.-ooden sashe:; with six over six lights . 'T'he bot~om sashes 
of t~~ first floo= windo~s on the facade and first two 
windows along Fulton Street of 200 ar.d the upper level 
\:in:lo·.:s of 206 ha\·c one light. The external ends of the 
win0o•.-: frames are flat--200 through 208 Decatu:c Stree":-··and 
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?his group of mid nineteenth cent:ury row houses is 
important for its archit~cture . It represents an urban 
form of do;ncstj c ?.rchitectura that. ..: s not commonly found in 
Cw1t!:>erla:1d , i·:aryland . The r0\·1 house , a rr.r.jor too l for defin
ing urban scale and space, 1 was overshac0\1ed in po: ulari ty 
in t!)is l·:estern Z·~arylanc1 town by the detached and s~ni
detaci1ed house , ever. after late n::...neteenth century i ncus trial
ism created t~e pressure for raore housing and denser land 
occupaticn . . 

The Decutur Street group is n~e of the oldest rm~·s 
remaininc in t~1e citv. It \;as bt.:.lt in the 1840's. or 
early ie§0 1 G. Dscat~r Stract is i p~rt of s~ich ' s Ad~itic1 
to C:.;.r'."J er la~d a·10 w~s L .. ~ d cut ab n~:.: the :::id 1840 ' s. The:: 

-row :,ouse group is sho·.-m en tl:e 1 353 1-iap of._ Curnberlcinci . 
1 

Decc.tur S'L.!"cct • .. :2s a fa'1si0'1d~le x·eside,.tial r:c?.19i!i:>o:r1cod•I 
well intc the t•.1cntieth centu":y . It was named in honor of 
Cora.TTiodore Stephen Decatur , hero o: the Ar.1erican expecii -':.ior.s 
against the Barbary pirates . The street never attained tha 
11 upper cl ass 11 status that \\·as associated wi i:h the 1vcishinc;t .:>n 
Street area although va_ious professional ~ wiiics ::.- ... sided 
along it . This gror~.p of row hous1~s is in,Picati ve of the 'i 

atrnosp:ie:i:e that once characterizeci the s~reet . Nei .... J~er 
pretentict::s or r<::.ss~ve, the bcild:.ncr has a refined anc inti.mate 
quality snowing t.~e sc&lc of human ~se . Its classical'.t.y I 
lined facade crc:tes a rhyt:ur. tha·: is carried along the I 
street .:.n the fncadcs of other m:i.c! nineteenth century classical 
buildin<:;s . In rec~n i: yec:.rs the a:·ea has bequn to decline 
and urba:i blight threatens to destroy L.,is important part 
of CUJ1ilierland 's heritage . 

1v incent Scully, American Architecture and Urbanism . 
{New York : Piaeger Publishers, l969)pp . 60-83 . 

~-------- ----------------



r ..... 10.:i::.a w~1TL0 !.11,Tl:.1111>1,1•11·r•n or 11il 11nc111uR 
(J.ly l~l.'1) l~t.1101<!.l f'1.1<1: !>El<VIC.£ 

HATIO~U. L ~EGISIEP. OF HISTOr.IC PL/.C!:S 

lli\'ENTO~Y • HCMINATIOH FOP.II. 

(C(JIJfir.u:.liCJn SJ.••et) :· 1 

Rm·: houf> cs 

4 . rn·::'EH or r>r:oF·ERTY, co:itir.l<cc3 

200 A. L . Be~ll, O~ner 
202 D~~~tu~ S~r0et 
CL~~erl~nG, ~aryla~6 

2 O 2 C!1cste= C . 1~i::~ 
Route 4, 3r:ce ~allo~ Read 
c .... ~ berland I ,;ar::land 

204 Ch~s~~r c . ~ing 
Route 4, Erice: Hal 10\·; Read 
Cu~ .!)e::rlanc , ·:c=.:j: land 

2 0 G !:. . L . E ~a l }. 
20G Decarur St~eet 
C1..i.I:'~.)e~lan c1, i·~aryland 

~32-~63 

20' x 72 1 

~35-573 

20 ' x 72' 

295-179 
20 ' x 72' 

412-207 
19 I ) ; 72 I I 

I 
I 208 w. n~r~ond Beall 

200 Dec~~ur Str~et 
c·.~; .... ::ierl ~nc I Mc;:-y J. anc 

------------·- - --
7. DBSC?IFTION 1 ccr.tin~e~ 

~ 38-053 
19 1 >: 72 ' 

- -- - -------------
I --1 

the sills c. re of \·:ood . No:1e of the e::-:terior doors ?pp~ar 
to be origiiir.l. 'I'h<:! ot.ter edge of 1 he windm-: ..Cram~s are 
flat w:.t~ a bc~6. 

Re11ovc !:ions h c:.·.1e been ?r1ade to the interiors, ho,·:e".1er, 
bit£ of t:1e .:n:isiPul fab:i:.::c re:i.r.:i.::. So::-.e o: ":he ;,·coc;\·ori: 
in t:~c:- f!"'on:: roo•-: o:: 202 .:.:: s.:.nple ;) n CC:sig!·1 u:1c chc..r.::.ctGris·:ic 
of the J c!7r:- i\20-Clt..ssi cal per io("~. 

Th~ gc: •1\?.1..·al ".::0;1C:.;. tio;i of the si rue tures is f a:.r to 9ooc 
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